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MARHATTA EMPIRE. 


predatoiy states composing tlie Marhatta power havemever 
'been iimted under any regular formmf confederaaon, or by any system 
, of* constitutional laws, or of established treaties, which can be com- 
pared,t6 any impenal constitution or general confederation existing in 
Europe. A vague and mdednice sentiment of common interest how- 
e\er, founded principally upon their common origin and civil and 
•religious usages, and upon their common habits of conquest and de- 
predation, has established a , certain degree 'of union amongst them, 
from the penod of their first success, throughout every stage of the 
decline of the Moghul empire: the same indefinite but acknowledged^ 
confederacy has subsisted between the Marhattas since the enure de- 
struction of the hloghul empii^e, and, together with other causes, lias 
enabled several of these adventurers to erect^states of considerable 
mihtary resource -and pohtical power.'* * ^ , 


^ The power of the peishwah*however for many years»past has been For an account 
.acknowledged <by all the Marhatta stales *,*and universally by all the tuJonofX 

* Ihe rajah of Berar does not deny (be nomirtal supremacy of the rajah ofSattatah,* 
v.Iiose authority IS represented by the,peish\vah, nor th^so\ereign executive povVers aii- 
* ^ nexed to the liereditary office of pelshwah, blithe claim^Uie office of peishwah for himself « 

In right of tiis descent from the family of jSevajee, the ancestor of the rajah of Saltarah^ ■* 
and the founder of tire MjirhaUa pow^r.^ ' v 

' * 1i ' * . 'oclier 
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Other states of lAdia' to be tlie constitutional representative of the 
ESdS' sovereign executive authority of the Marhatta empire, and the prin- 
cipal cliieftains have been considered ostensibly as the subjects and 
officers of the peishwah's government. 

The British government therefore lias concluded its general treaties 
uith theMarhattas through the authority of the peishwah; and although 
in some of those engagements individual chieftains have been admitted 
to act as guarantees, the independent right of the peishwah to con- 
clude treaties with any power in India has never been demedj nor has 
it ever been attempted to assert a claim on the part of any of die 
chieft^ns, to limit die independent right of the peishwah to form 
’treaties and alliarices widiout the advice or consent of any chieftain of 
the Marhatta empire, • - ’ ‘ 

On the other hand, these chieftains have exercised the right of con- 
' eluding treaties and alliances, independendy of the peishwah’s autho- 
rity, and without his sanction or concurrencej and the. British go- 
vernment recently concluded a treaty of .subsidy with tiioguikwar, 
without the previous* sanction of the’ peishwah; resenting, however, all 
the peishwah’s rights in the state of the gnikwar. ' 

At the commencement of the war against Tippoo Sultaim, in 
the year 1789, lord Cornwallis, in fonning*^defenslve alliance witli 
the Marhatta power against the power of Mysore, resorted to the 
•peishwah’s acknowledged authority as the best^ security for such an 
alliance, and accordingly negotiated, an'd concluded t^^the 1st of June 
1790,* tlie treaty of,^Podnah with the pcisliwah, without reference to 
any of the subordinate chieftains. - ^ 

■ In that war, the assistance which lord Cornwallis derived from the 
Marhattas. proceeded exclusively from the peishwji's authority, aided 
• ' ' .by 
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by the feudal tributaries immediately subject to the state of Poonah. 
Neither Scindiah nor the rajah of Berar were parties 'to that alliance; 
and it is urell known that rriahdiyee Scindia was adverse to its prin- 
ciples and objects; and that at the close of that -war in 1792 Mahdajee 
Scindiah moved lus army towards Poonah, witli intentions unfavour- 
able to the British interests. 

At the conclusion of the war in 1792 the peishwah was a party to 
the treaty of peace at Seringapatam; nor was any attempt made at that 
time to assert a claim on tlie part of the subordinate chieftains of the 
Marhatta empire to be consulted in that important arrangement, which 
established a new balance of power throughout India, by the reduc- 
■ tion of the power of Mysore, 'by the augmentation of the British ter- 
ritories and of those of the nizam, and finally of the separate here- 
ditary territories of the peishwali^ ^ 

In the division therefore of Tippoo Sultaun’s territory, and of lus 
treasure, which followed the treaty of Seringapatam in 1792, the pfeish- 
^ wah obtained a considerable accession of territory to ,his hereditary 
dominions, and a large sum of money, witliout the advice, consent, or 
«> participation of any subordinate chieftain of the Marhatta empire. 

When lord Cornwallis, in the course of the year 1793, proposed a- 
general defensive alliance to the Marhatta power and to the nizam, 
his lordship addressed the proposition to the peishwah, and received, 
as conclusive, a reply from the peishwah tluough the durbar of 
Poonah, without.any reference to the subordinate chieftains. 

The policy of considering the authority of the peishwah as the le- 
gitimate and constitutional representative of the Marhatta power was 
wise and just. It is evident that the acknowledged authority of the 
peishwah furnished the most secure basis of an amicable alliance be- 

b2 
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tween the British government in India and die Marhatta power, and 
at the same time afforded the most just and cfTcctual means of con- 
trolling the predatory spirit of the subordinate chieftains, and of 
checking any disposition which might arise amongst them of a ten- 
dency adverse to the British interests, or to die general tranquillity of • 
India. 

Some of these chieftains, however, appear to have considered the 
alliance between die British government and die pcislvwah to be adverse 
to their interests; and although its tendency at all times Ins been radier 
to secure than to disturb the feudatory Marhatta states in the pos- 
session of their separate territories and <liscincc rights, their characte- 
ristic spirit of habitual rapacity and lawless ambmon has inclined them 
to view -with jealousy an alliance, the vigour and cflicicncy of wdiich 
must alw.ays have opposed obstacles to any invasion of the legitimate 
^atuSdrity of the peishwah. 

During the period of dmc whicli elapsed bct\^cen the conclusion of 
the peace of Seringapatam in 1792 and the commencement of lord^ 
Wellesley’s adrmnistradon in India in May 1798, die rapacity and 
ambition' of Dowlut Rao Scindiah * had impaired the audiority of -* 
the peishwah to such a degree, as to have frustrated every benefit 
wliich lord Cornwallis intended to secure to the Bridsh interests by 
the alliance widi the peishwah. 

* Ranojee Scindiah, an officer m the service of ^jee Rao the first pcislm ah, had fire 
Sons, one of whom died 5 oung ; the other four w ert Jj c Appa Scindiah, Dulla Jee Puttail, 
Kiddar Rao Scindiah, and Madhajee Scinduh. Jjc Appa Scindiah was killed m Jodepoor. 
Dulta Jee Puttail was killed m the vicinity of Dsihi, m a battle with Niijceb-oo-Dowlah, 
4he go\ernor of the district of Seharanpoor. Kiddar Rao Scindiah died a natural death. 
Madhajee Scindiah died on the 12th of February 1794, w ithoui male issue, and was suc- 
ceeded on the 3d of March following by his adopted son DowJut Rap Scindiah, who is 
the son of Kiddar Rao Sundiah. 


Dowlut 



Dowlut Rao Sdndiah had absolutely usuVped the government of 
Poonah, and had established himself in the vicinity of that city ^ith a 
powerful army, the regular infantry and artillery of which had been 
disciplined, and were then commanded principally, by French officers. 

When lord Wellesley, at the close of the year 1798, required die 
pcishwah, in consequence of Tippoo Sultatm’s aggression, to fulfill die 
conditions of the subsisting defensive alliance against Mysore, the 
justice of that demand was deemed iiresistible, even by the perverse 
counsels of Poonah imder die undue influence of Dowlut Rao Sciri- 
diah. Tlie peishwah’s ministers therefore ostensibly acquiesced in the 
demand; and that experienced statesman Nana Furnavees, who vras 
then verging to the close of liis career, would certainly havfe fulfilled 
the conditions of the alhance, had not the wisdom of liis advice been 
overbome^by the violence of Dowlut Rao ScindiaL 

Under this oveibearingynfluence, notwidistanding the acquiescence 
of the court of Poonah*in the justice and necessity of the war against 
Tippoo Sultaunin 1798, ^d notwidistandingthe peishwah’s declaration 
of Hs intention to co-operate in diat war according to the terms of the 
subsisting alliance, die Marhattas not only afforded no assistance to the 
British government in the prosecution of the war,, which terminated 
on the fourth of May 1799, but actually maintained a secret and 
treacherous correspondence with Tippoo Sultaun and his ministers and 
officers down to the period of the fall ofSeringapatam; and even after 
that memorable event, the emissaries of the Marhatta government 
(under the domination of Sdndiah, who dien governed the durbar of 
Poonah,) attempted to excite the family and remaining officers of the 
deceased sultaun to resist the setdement of Alysore. 

Notividistanding the entire failure of die pcishwah in discharging 
"the obligations of public faith to the British government under the al- 

^ liance 
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Uance concluded by lord Cornwallis with the Marhatta power, lord 
Welletley, in dividing Tippoo Sultaun’s dominions in the year 1799, 
ofFered a considerable share of territory to the peishwah. The go- 
vernor general, however, annexed to this liberal grant conditions cal- 
culated to revive the alliance with the peishwah on a secure basis. The 
peishwah, therefore, was induced by Dowlut Rao Scindiah to reject the 
proffered grant; and consequently the territory which had been des-, 
tined for the Marhattas was divided between die remaining allies, the 
nizam and the British government. 

Pfopositions of the most amicable nature were at the same time of^ 
fered to Dowlut Rao Scindiah : but when it is recollected that the most 
efficient part of his military power was under the command and in- 
fluence of French adventurers, his rejection of all friendly overtures 
from the British government may be traced to other causes, in addi- 
tion to that spirit of usurpation and plunder which urged him to seize 
the government of Poonah, to prohibit the peishwah from cementing 
the ties of amity with his highness’ s antient ally the company, and even 
to compel that unfortunate prince to violate his public faith with the 
company, at the expense not only of reputation and honour, but of 
every interest wluch the peishwah could be supposed to feel as a sove- 
reign prince, in the independence of his own authority, in the security 
of his own power, and in the extension of -lus hereditary territory and 
revenue. 

Previously, therefore, to the commencement of the last war in 
Mysore, the usurpation of a subordinate chieftain of the Marhatta 
empire had in effect dissolved the alliance formed by lord Cornwallis 
■with the Marhatta power, upon the basis of the peishwah’s authority; 
and Dowlut Rao Scinffiah, the chieftain by whose usurpation tlie al- 
hance bet^veen the Marhatta power and the British government had 
been dissolved, had effected that object by the presence of a powerful 
* army 



army formed under the command of French adventurers, and consi- 
derably advanced in discipline, military skill and science, under a 
system of which tlie further progress will appear in die narradve of the 
events of die present war. 

The destruction of die hostile power of Mysore, accompanied by 
the consolidation of our alliances with the court of Hyderabad, had 
left no antagoiust to die British government among the native states in 
India, excepting the Marhatta power. 

The Marhatta states, unconnected with any European ally, could • 
never become formidable to die British government, excepting in the 
event of an actual union of the feudal chiefs of the empire under an 
efficient sovereign power, or in die event of a revolution, which should 
unite the command of die resources of a large portion of die Marhatta 
territor)’’ in the hands of an active and enterprising chief. Such events, 
however to be deprecated, might have been encountered without ap- 
prehension by the British government, in the commanding position of 
its foreign relations, and in the vigorous condition of its internal re- 
sources and concentrated strength. ' 

But it was obviously prudent to employ every endeavour to effect 
such an arrangement as should preclude the union of die Marhatta 
states under any circumstances wluch might menace interruption to 
die tranquillity of our possessions, or of diose of our allies. With 
tills view, it appeared to be expedient to receive under the protection of 
die general defensive system, of whicli the foundation was laid by the 
treaty with the nizam concluded in 1800, such of the Marhatta states 
as might be disposed to enter into subsidiary engagements with the 
British government. On this principle, a subsidiary treaty was con- 
cluded with tile ^likwar in 1802, the operation of which attached that 
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Britisfi government, such a connection as might secure the Stability 
and efficiency of the peishwah’s authority, under the protection of the 
British power, without injury to the rights of the feudatory chieftains 
of the Marhatta empire. » 

The efforts of the governor general for that purpose were renewed 
at those seasons of difficulty and danger when the peishwah’s inde- 
pendence was controlled, and when the existence of his government 
' was exposed to hazard, by the violence, rapacity, and ambition of his 
feudatory chieftains. Had the peishwah then assented to the moderate 
and salntaryproposidons which were offered to his acceptance, he could 
not have been exposed to the disastrous event by which (on the 25th of 
October 1802) he was expelled from Poonah, by which his authority 
was subverted, his person endangered, and lus country and capital 
abandoned to devastauon and plunder. 

Notwithstanding the frequent disappointments which occurred in ♦ 
* the accomplishment of his salutary views, the governor general*de- 
*1805. termined, in the month of June 1802, to renew his negotiations for the 
conclusion of an improved system of alliance with the court of 
of ibne erentt, Poonah. The increased distractions of the Marhatta state, and the 
A. eon- succcsscs of Jeswunt Rao Molkar, (an illegirimate son of the late 
SSEi'rSj Holkar,) against the forces of Scindiah, appeared to constitute 

a crisis of aSairs favourable to the complete establishment of the in- 
terests of the British power in the Marhatta empire, without the hazard 
of involving it in a contest with any party. 

The danger to which Scindiah*s separate dominions and hereditary 
interests had been exposed by the success of Holkar, and the ruin 
which must have ensued to Scindiah’s affitirs if HolkaV had been able 
to establish himself in the usurpation of the pelshwah’s government, 
appeared to constitute sulEcient motives to counterbalance both Sdn- 
, diah’s 
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diah’s jealousy of the British power, and Iris inordinate desire of ^ 
usurping the same authority at Poonah, which Holkar was prepared to 
seize. Scindiah’s immediate personal safety was endangared, and the 
restoration of ,the peishwah under tlie British protection at that 
moment offered the only probable means of affording Scindiali a 
respite from the violence of Holkar. On the other hand, Holkar, being 
a mere adventurer, and his resourcesmnd power altogether precarious, 
might have been expected to relinquish without regret liis pmsuits 
of irregular ambition and temporary rapine at Poonah, for the more 
secure and substantial benefit of a permanent establishment under the 
British protection. 

* In the course of the discussions which ensued between his Itighness 
tlie peishwah and the British resident, in consequence of the governor 
general’s instructions of the 23d of June 1802, the peishwah mani- 
fested considerable anxiety to contract engagements with the British 
government, but continued (under the terror, of that ascendancy 
which Scindiah, although absent, still continued to maintain over the 
counsels of the peishwah, and with the habitual irresolution of a Mar- 
hatta,) to withhold his consent to any admissible modification of the 
governor general’s propositions, until Jeswunt Rao Holkar actually ar- 
rived at the head of a large army in the neighbourhood of Poonah. . 
The combined army of the peishwah and of Scindiah marched from 
Poonah under the command of Suddasheo Bhow, for the purpose of 
encountering Holkar’s force. On the 25th of October 1802 the two oci. 
armies engaged ; and on the same day the peishwah sent his minister 
to the British resident with a paper, desiring the establishment of a 
subsidiary force of six battalions of sepoys, with tlie usual comple- 
ment of artillery, and conveying a sunnud (or grant) for territory to 
the annual amount of twenty-five lacks of rupees, proposed to be ceded 
in perpetuity tO the honourable company, for the payment of that 
force. The minister at the same time assured the resident of the 
c 2 peishwah’s 
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1602 . pelshwali’s earnest desire that a general defensive alliance should be 
concluded and carried into effect, afthe earliest practicable period oT 
time, between his highness and the company, on the principles of the 
treaty concluded at Hyderabad in the month of October 1800. No 
■ reason existed to warrant a doubt of the Peishwah’ s sincerity to the ex- 

tent compatible vdth the timidity of his character. His highness might 
be deemed to be indifferent to the success of either contending party, 
and to be equally menaced by the usurpation of Scindiah and by that 
of Holkar. The approach of Holkar, however, relieved the Peishwah 
from any immediate fear of Sdndiah, and left his highness at liberty 
to embrace the British protection. 

NoTiBbtrae. The governor general ratiffed this engagement on the day on which 
he received it, and signified to the pebhwah his determination to em- 
ploy every effort of the British power for the restoration of his high- 
ness’s just authority. With a view to include the several branches of 
the Marhatta empire in the proposed general alliance, the governor ge- 
neral availed himself of this opportunity to renew his invitation to 
DowlucRao Scindiah to partake’ the benefits of the treaty proposed to 
be- concluded ■mth the prishwah, and accordingly directed colonel 
Collins to proceed from Futty Ghur to Scindiah’s camp, for the pur- 
. pose of proposing the terms on which Scindiah might be admitted 
to the benefits of the general defensive engagements already concluded 
with the peishwah. 

The engagement between the combined army of the peishwah and 
Scindiah, and that commanded by Holkar, terminated in the total de- 
feat of the former with considerable -loss. , After the action, the 
peishwah retired with an inconsiderable body of cavalry to a fortress 
in the vidnity of Poonah, whetnee he prosecuted his march towards the 
Cokan*. 

• pc narrow tract of country alongthe western coast of India, contained between the 
pronnceof Canara and Bombay, and bounded by the western ghaut’. 


The 
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The object of Holkar was to obtain possession of the person of his 
highness the peishwah, and to compel his highness to establish such an 
ministration as might secure Holkar s ascendancy^ to the exclusion 
of Scindiah’s power. In the event of the failure of tins project, the 
second plan of Holkar was to invite to Poonali Amnit Rao, (the 
adopted son of the late Ragobah,) to place the son.of Amrut Rao on the 
musnudj.and invest Amrut Rao with the office of prime minister. 
Holkar himself was to assume the general command of the troops of 
die state. 

"Finding that the peishwah had eflfected his retreat to Mhar, a fort in 
the Coian, situated on the river of Bancoote, Holkar detached a force 
toJejoory, a fort about thirty miles soudi-east of Poonah, and the 
actual residence of Amrut Rao, and brought diat chieftain to Poonah 
for die purpose of carrying diis plan into execudonj and aldiough 
Amrut Rao appears to, have been adverse to die arrangement, the af- 
fairs of government were, in conformity to Holkar’s plan, conducted 
at Poonali under the authority'of Amrut Rao’s name. , 

In die mean while the peishwah signified to the government of 
Bombay, that it was his h^hness’s intention to seek refuge at diatjire- 
sidency; and liis highness actually availed liimself of the ofJer which 
had been made to liim of the ship Herculean, for the purpose of con- 
veying him from Mhar to a strong fort in another part of the Cokan, 
named Savendroog, where his person was likely to be perfectly secure 
against the attempts of the rebels and usurpers. 

In the existing state of the' affairs of the Marhatta empire, it would 
have been a measure of indispensable precaution to have assembled a 
considerable army of observation upon the frontier of the Marhatta 
territories, for the purpose of securing our own provinces, and those 
of our allies the nizam and the rajah of Mysore, against the attack of 

the 
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1603 . In conformity to tire plin of operations which the governor general 
had directed to be adopted for tJ>e restoration of the peishwah to the 
S'”! "sth musnud at Poonah, the whole of the subsidiary force * stationed with 
his highness the nizanij amounting to about 8368 men, mdrched from 
SS'mhM^^ch Hyderabad at the close oT the month of February, and on tire 25th of 

Viile Appendix ' • i fv 

^u\ niir March reached the town of Panundah, a station on the western iron- 
tier of the nizam’s domimons, situated at the distance of one hundred 
and sixteen miles from Poonah. The subsidiary, force was accom- 
panied'by 6,000 of the nizam’s disciplined infantry, and about 9,000 
cavalry, under leaders of approved valour and attachment. 

r«bruiry 2 Under instructions fi om the governor general of the 2d of February 
1803, lordCluc, aided by the judgment of lieutenant-general Stuarf* 
was empowered to determine the time at which it might be proper for 
the ‘British troops to advance into the Marhatta territories, and the 
• amount of the force to be detached from the main army assembled- on 

the frontier of Mysore for that pufpose, 

rpbrusfj 27 Adverting to the importance and expediency of securing the early 
arrival of the British troops at Poonah, lord Clive on the 27th of Febru- 
ary instructed lieutenant-general Stuart, then present with the army 
on the frontier of Alysore, to adopt the necessary measures for the 
wva.cc.h m\D ihe lAafloatta territory, leaving it to 

.the judgment of lieutenant-general Stuart to determine the amount 
^of the force necessary to be detached from the main body of the 
. .army. 

The command of the advanced detachment necessarily required the 
united exertion of considerable military skill and of great politicstl 

* SHlj«id,ary force; Uso rcgiWts of name cavalry, six battalions of sepoys, and two 
companies of artdlcrj. 

experience 
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experience and discretion; and loid Clive was therefore of opinion, 
that it could not be confided with equal prospects of advantage to any 
other person than the honourable major-general Wellesley, .whose ex- 
tensive local knowledge, and personal influence among the Marhatta 
chieftains (acquired by lus conduct in the command of Mysore, and 
by his victones over Doondiah and other refractory chiefs), were pe- 
culiarly calculated to ensure success to the intended operations. Lord 
Chve accordingly desired tliat general Wellesley might be appointed 
to the command of the advanced detachment, under instructions to be 
furnished to him by lieutenant-general Stuart, according to the spirit 
of the governor general’s orders of the 2d of February 1803. 

In conformity to those instructions, lieutenant-general Stuart di- 
rected a detachment from the main army assembled at Hurryhur, to 
be formed under the command of major-general Wellesley, for the 
purpose of advancing into the Marhatta territory. The detachment 
consisted of one regiment of European and tliree regiments of native 
cavalry, two regiments of European and six battalions of native Infan- 
try, with a due proportion of artillery, amounting altogether to about 
9707 men; and to this force were added 2500 of the rajah of Mysore’s 
horse *• 

Major-general Wellesley commenced ‘his march from Hurryhur on 
the 9th of March, and crossed the Tumbudra river on the 12th. 7 he 

progress of the Bntish troops through the Marhatta territories was most 
successful. They were every where received as friends, and almost all 

• Here it maybe ob«ened that the pdwer and resources of sore, wlucb had hitherto 
been oppo'^ed to us in every contest with the native States of India, were now, in conse- 
<juence of the conquest of Sermgapatain m ITQQ, applied to the aid of the BriUsh govern- 
ment, and afforded es«ential assi'stauce Bj the subsidiary treaty of Senngapatam, con- 
cluded in 1799, the rajah of hijsore is bound to co-operate in die roost effectual maimer 
widv the British government when engaged m hostiliticb. 
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IS03. 


'Apnlir 


the chiefs in. the vicinity of the route of the detachment joined 
with their forces, and accompanied the British army to Poonah* 
The amicable conduct of the jaghcerdars and of the inliabitants 
(arising principally from the fame which the British arms had acquired 
in the campaign under major-general Wellesley s command against 
Doondiah Waugh,) contributed to enable our army to perform this 
long inarch, at a most unfavourable season of the year, without loss or 
distress. Great merit is also to be ascribed to the ability, temper, 
activity, and* skill of major-general Wellesley, in directing the system 
of the supply and movement of the troops, in preventing plunder and 
all excess, and in conciliating die inhabitants of the districts through 
which his route was directed. 

The nizam’s subsidiary force, under colonel Stevenson, arrived 
within a short distance of major-general Wellesley^s force at Akiooss, 
a town within eight miles of theNeera river, on the 15th of April, and 
was the next day reinforced from major-general Wellesley's army by 
his majesty’e Scotch brigade. Jeswunt Rao Holkar had left Poonah 
some time previous to this period, and the native officers who com- 
manded the corps which he had detached to the southward retreated 
with precipitation as general Wellesley advanced. On the 15th of 
April Holkar had reached Chandore (about one hundred and thirty 
miles N. N. E. from Poonah), and Amrut Rao alone remained at Poonah 
with about 1500 men, , 

V 

Under these circumstances, it appeared to -major-general Wellesley 
unnecessary to advance to Poonah all the troops destined to efiect the 
restoration of the peishwah: and as the country was much exhausted, 
and a general defidency of forage prevailed, general Wellesley deter- 
. mined to dispose of the troops in such situations that the whole might 
procure forage and subsistence, and might easily form a junction in 
case that measure should appear to be advisable. Accordingly, 

general 
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geneial Wellesley ordered colonel Stevenson to march from his 
position near Aklooss to Gardoon, to leave near that place, -within the 
nizam*s dominions, all his liighness’s troops, and to place himself with 
the British subsidiary troops in a position on the Beemah river towards 
Poonah, near its junction with the Mota Mola river. 


After having completed these arrangements, general Wellesley con- 
tinued his march towards Poonah by the road of Baramooty. The 
general had received repeated indmauons from colonel Close, that 
Amrut Rao, who still remained at Poonah, intended to plunder and 
burn that city on' the approach of the British troops; and at last major- 
general Wellesley received an urgent request from the peishwah, then at 
Bassein, to detach some of his highness’s troops in order to provide 
for the safety of his highness’s family still remaining at Poonah. It 
was obvious that even if general Wellesley could have prevailed on the 
officers of the peishwah’s troops to march to Poonah, the force was 
not of a description or strengtli to prevent the execution of Amnit 
Rao’s design; and general Wellesley determined, therefore, to move 
forward with the British cavalry and the Marhatta troops belonging to 
the peishwah, as soon as the British army should arrive within the 
distance of a forced inarch from Poonah. In the mean tune intelh- 
gence was received that Amrut Rao was still in the neighbourhood of 
Poonah on the 18th of April, and that he had removed the peishwah’s Apniie 
family to the fortress of Saogur, a measure which was generally sup- j 

posed to be preparatory, to the destruction of the city. Major-general 
Wellesley therefore marched on the 19th of April 1803, at night, over a-'. Apniis 
most rugged coimtry, and through a difficult pass (tlie Little Bhoor- 
ghaut), iibout forty miles, to Poonali, which city he reached at the head , 
of the cavalry on the 20tli, ma^ng tlie total distance marched by the Apni so 
cavalry, with major-general Wellesley in person at theii head, since the 
morning of the 19th (tiiirty-two hours), about sixty miles. ^ 

Amnit 
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1603 . Amrut Rao heard of the march of the British troops earlj' oa 
, morning of the 20th, and retired with precipitation, leaving the city hi 

' Safety. Major-general WeUesky and the British ffoops were welcome _ 

as the deliverers of the city by the few inhabitants who remained; 
those who deserted their habitations, and had fled to the adjoining Hihg 
' during the usurpation of Holkar, afforded a proof of their confidence 
in the British government, by immediately returmng to their hous^g 
and by resuming their difierent occupations. It is a tdrcumstapce 
equally honourable to the Britishcharacter,and propitious to the Briti^jj 
interests in that quarter of India, that the first effects of the British 
fluence in the Marhatta dominions should have teen displayed 
rescuing the capital of the empire from impending ruin, and hs 
habitants from violence and rapinew 


Ama^cnestt During the progress of these transactions, arrangements were mtide 
at Bombay for the march of the peishwah towards Poonah. A do_ 

the peiJimit 

topoonah. •tacfament*,consistmg of his majesty s <8th regiment (which the 

Vemor general embarked from Fort William on the 7th of February 
and which arrived at Bombay on the 5th of Apnl 1803,) five co»^_ 
panies ofhis majesty’s 84th regiment, a proportion Of artillery, a^^j 
1035 sepoys, was formed and placed under the command of coloi^gj 
Murrray of his majesty’s 84th regiment, as an escort to his highne^j 
who left Bassein, attended by the resident, lieutenant-colonel Close, ^ ’ 
_t}ie^7thjaf.^ril,lSQ3 


•.Deuchment formmg the jcUWah’s escort enact the connmnd of colonel Mraiar, c 
hn majesty's S4lli regiment: c ' “ 

Europeans, - - - . Hjq 

^atwes,^ - - - - 1035 

••Anillerr.t ^ 33 

, Total - - _2298 

With 177 gun lascar*. 

bn 
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On the 6 th of May the peishwah passed major-general Wellesley’; 
ramo near Poonah: and on the 13th of die same month his highness, May 
attended by his brotlier Chimnajee Appa, and by a numerous tram ot 
the principal chiefs of the Marhatta empire, proceeded towards die city 
of Poonali. Having entered his palace, liis highness resnmed his seat 
upon the musnud, and received presents from his principal servants. 
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During the procession, die British resident, lieutenant-colonel Close, 
accompamed by liis suite, paid his comphments to his highness, when 
a salute was fired by the Bridsh troops encamped in die vicinity of 
Poonali, under the command of major-general Wellesley: diis salute 
was immediately answered from the fortress of Saoghur. 


While the procession passed die bridge leading into the city, a se- 
cond salute was fired from the British camp ; and as the peishwah ap- 
proached the palace, salutes were fired from the several posts of the 
Marhatta troops. At sun-set salutes were fired from all the hill forts 
in the vicinity of Poonah. 


While these transactions passed at Poonah, Dowlut Rao Sdndiah had Tramictiomat 
collected a large force at Ougein* with the professed view of opposing 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and, having commenced his march from that 
capital towards Poonah, crossed the Nerbudda river on the 4th of 
February 1803, and arrived in the vicinity of Boorhanpoor on the February "3 
23d of that month. 


Colonel CoUms, the British resident, dispatched by the governor 
general from Futcy-Ghur, arrived at the camp of Dowlut Rao Scin- 

* Oiigem 13 Scindiah’s capital, situated near the antienl city of Mundu, the capital of 
the Chilhngi kings of Klalwa. Ougein is about*forty miles north or north-west of Indore, 
Holkar s capital. These two cities are situated in the province of Malwa, wdiich is di- 
vided between the peishwah, Scmdiah, and Holkar. 

4 diah 
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r.h '^27 diah on the 27tli of February 1803. T he advices -which the goventor 
■ general had recehcd fiom colonel Collins, and from other quarters, 
Induced his lordship to entertain suspicions that Scindiah, notwith- 
standing his specious professions, being now delivered by the inter- 
position of the Bntish power from die immediate fear of the supe- 
riority of Holkar, meditated an accommodation with Holkar, and a 
confederacy with that chieftain and with the rajah of Berar, for the 
purpose of subverting the treaty concluded by the British government 
with the pelshwah at Bassein. This suspicion was corroborated by 
the artifices practised at the camp of Scindiah upon die arrival of 
colonel Collins, with a view of eluding the communication of the pro- 
positions with which colonel Colhns was charged under the authority 
of the governor general. The intricacy, pen^erse policy’, and treachery 
of such an intrigue, however contrary to every principle of true wisdom 
and justice, are habitual to the low cunning and captious jealousy of 
aiarch 2 \ the Marhattas. Colonel Colhns dierefore, on the 24th of March 1803, 
demanded and obtained an audience of Dowliit Rao Semdiah, for die 
purpose of requiring an explanation of the suspected intrigue; when 
that chieftain, in the presence of all his principal ministers, positively 
assured colonel Collins, that be had no inlention wbatevet to obstruct the 
completion of the arrangements concluded between the peishwah and die 
British government, and that it ■was his wish to improve the friendship 
then subsisting between the peishwah, the British, go'venvment, and his 
own state. 

Notwithstanding this amicable declaration, the governor general had 
great cause to doubt the sincerity of Sclndiah’s professions, while the 
increasing rumours of the supposed confederacy between that chieftain, 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and the rajah of Berar, rendered it absolutely 
necessary for the British govenment to bring the question of the sup- 
posed, confederacy to a determination; and, in the event of the actual 

2 formation 
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formation of such a confederacy, to prepare the British government 
and its alhes for a contest -with tlie confederated cliiefiains. 

Colonel Collins therefore, in a conference on the 28th of May, com- 
municated to Scindiah the representations which he had been directed 
to make in conformity to instructions from the governor general under 
date the 5th of May; by which colonel Collins was desired to require tlie 
immediate return to Hindostan of Scindiah with his army, because 
DowlutRao Scindiah possessed no right to impede the accomplisliment 
of the treaty of Bass^in, unless his own security was endangered by 
that arrangement; because the advance of Ms army must necessarily 
have prevented the due execution of that treaty ; and because (Scindiah 
' having on die 24th of March, formally disavowed an intention of ob- 
structing the engagements concluded between the peishwah and the 
British government,) Ms march to Poonah, or his continuance ^outh of 
the Nerbudda river*, were incompatible with that declaration, and 
could not be reconciled to any other policy than a determined inten- 
tion to disturb those engagements, and to re-establish Ms former 
usurped ascendancy m the government of Poonah. 

Colonel Colhns at the same time delivered to Scindiah a copy of the 
treaty of Bassein. Scindiah, after having considered the articles of the 
treaty, declared that it contained no stipulations injurious to Ms just 
rights. In conformity to the governor generafs instructions, colonel 
Collins required Scindiah to state the nature of Ms late negotiations 
with the rajah of Berar and with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, intimating also 
to Scindiah the resolution of the governor general to resist any attempt 
on the part of any state or power to obstruct die complete Cxecxition of 
the treaty of Bassein. ^ 

* The Nerbudda river forms ihe soulhem boundary of Hindostan Proper. ’ 

* ■ • The 
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: The resident (colonel ColUns) also apprised Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
tliat, in'the event of his rehisin^ to afford die just and reasonable ex- 
planations and assurances which the resident demanded, and of lus 
continuing to prosecute military operations in opposition to the resi- 
dent’s remonstrances, the British government would be compelled to 
adopt measures of precaution on every boimdary of that cliieftain s do- 
minions. The resident added, agreeably to the governor general’s in- 
structions, that certain intelligence of the accession of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah to any confederacy against the British power would produce 
immediate hostility on all parts of his frontier. 

In reply, Scindiah repeatedly declared, in public durbar, that he 
could not afford the satisfaction demanded, until a m'eeting should ' 
have taken place between him and the rajah of Berar,— -when the British 
resident should be informed “ vsbetber if •would be peace or •war^ 

It is impossible not to contrast tills unprovoked menace of hostility 
with the temperate declaration of the governor general, intimating a 
conditional intention to adopt measures of precaution on every boun- 
dary of Srinchah’s dominions, in the event only of that chieftain con- 
timung to prosecute military operations, in opposition to the remon-*^ 
strances of the resident, and refusing to afford tiie reasonable explana- 
tions which the resident had demanded. In tlie sequel of the governor 
general’s declaration, which adverted to the extreme case of ultimate 
hostility, that eventual case is stated fa have been contemplated by the 
governor general in the single event'^df Scindiah having actually ac- 
ceded to a confederacy against the British power, which act on the part 
of Scindiah would alone have constituted a positive aggression. The 
insult offered to the British government by a reference of the question 
of peace or war to the result of a conference with the rajah of Berar, 
who, at the head of a considerable army, had reached the vicinity of 
. « ' . Dowlut 
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DowlutRaoScind'iahjs camp at Eidalabad, together with the indication tsoj. 
•which Scindiah’s abrupt declaration, and the approaching junction 
of his army with that of tlie rajah of Bcrar afforded, of a disposidon 
on the part of those chieftains to prosecute the supposed objects of 
their confederacy, rendered it die duty of die Bridsh government to 
adopt rvithout delay the most effectual measures for die vindicadon of 
its dignity, and for'the security of its rights and interests, and those of 
its allies, against any attempt on the part of the confederates to injure 
or invade them. The governor general sccorSngly (on the 28tk of 
June) issued private instrucdoiis to general Lake at Cawnpoor to make 
the necessary arrangements for assembling the army on die north-west 
fronder of the coihpany’s dominions, in order to counteract the designs 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the rajah of Berar, and to derive every 
possible benefit to the Bridsh interests in die event of war. 

On the 3d of June the rajah of Berar arrived within one march of jmeiStss 
Scindiali’s camp* at Checkly, on the fronder of die.nizam’s terri- rSof doJI! 

• • . > . . iu( Rw> Son* 

tones, diahandthe 
rajah of Berar. 

* Itappears from the report of Mr. Stuart, aBritUh officer \\ho was then in Scindiah’s 
service, and afterwards quitted it on the commencement of hostilities, that Scindiah’s force ‘ '' . 
in the vdeinity of the mzam's frontier at this, period of time (June 1, J 803) amounted to , 
twenty-eight battalions of regular infantrv' (about sc\cnlecn or eighteen thousand men), 
and a well-appointed train of artillery, amountingto one hundred and serentv guns. The 
tegular infantry consisted of monsieur Pohlman’s brigade, eight battalions ; monsieur 
Dudernalgue s brigade, seven baltalionsj. the brigade under major Brownrigg, five batta- 
lions 5 monsieur Dupont’s brigade, four battalions and four battalions belonging to Begum 
Sumroo. Ambajee Inglia’s brigade, consisting, it is stated, of sixteen battalions, had a few' 
da) s before been detached to Hmdostan. 

^ Scindiah s cavalry amounted to about eighteen thousand men, and was encamped a short 
distance from his infantry at Mulkaporc, at wliich place Mr. Sluart' believes the army of 
the rajah of Berar, amounting to «ix thousand infantry, twenty thousand cavalrj’, and forty 
guns, to have been at that time stationed. 

Tlie united armies of the confederate chieftains amounted therefore to twenty-three or' 
twenty-four ihousind infantrv', thirly-eiglil thousand cav air)', and about two hundred and 


ten 
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tones, and was met by ScindiaK on the following morning. From this 
time the conduct of those chieftains afforded the strongest indication 
of a resolution on their part to evade tlic just and reasonable demands 
of the British government, that tliey should withdraw their armies from 
the menacing position •which those arrmes had occupied on the frontier 
of our ally the nizam. AlthougKSdndiah had distinctly admitted, that 
the treaty of Bassein contained no stipulations injurious to his just 
rights, both chieftains condnued their negotiations witJi*Jes'wunt Rao 
Holkar, in order to induce him to join the confederacy against the 
British government and its allies. At the same time both chieftains 
employed every endeavour to detach the court of his highness the 
peishwah, and that of his highness the nizam, from their alliance with 
the honourable company, by intimidation, menaces, and promises of 
booty and aggrandisement in war against the company. 

The belief that those clueftains entertained designs hostile to the 
British government at the earliest stages of the negotiation between the 
resident and Dowlut Rao Scinthah, is supported by the information 
wHch the governor general has from time to time received of the pro- 
ceeding? of that chieftain. 


ten guns, and were encamped viubm twenly-fi\c or thirty miles of the riizam’s frontier, 
and of two principal passes (the Adjumee and Badojvly ghauts), leading into that princess 
tenilones. ^ 

This commanding position not only afforded^lhe-confederate chieftains the means of me- 
nacing the trani^uillity and security of the nizam’s dominions, butwould have enabled them 
(if they had not been checked by the British pone?) to have commenced a successful attack 
on the nizam s territofy as^soon as the season should ddmit the commencement of military 
operationsj to ha^e penetrated to Hyderabad for the purpose of intemipting the regular 
order of succession to the musnud of the Dekan , and ei entually to have invaded the com- 
pany s provinces, and to have made those provinces the theatre of their violence and 
gression. ‘ “ 


*In 
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In a letter from colonel Collins, of the 9th of March 1803, tlie resident 
apprised the governor general, dtat Ambajee Inglia, one of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s principal ministers, had informed one of the resident’s native 
agents, that orders.had been issued to general Perron, (Greeting him to 
place the army under his command in a state of preparation for the field, 
with a view to ait eventual rupture with the British goventnf ent. 

At that time Ambajee Inglia was supposed to possess the greatest in- 
fluence over the iiund of Scindiah, whose proceedings were said to be 
principally regulated by the counsels of that chieftain. It appeared 
liighly improbable, tlierefore, that Ambajee would have communicated 
these orders to the resident’s agents, if diey had really been issued. 
Tills circumstance induced the governor general to discredit the dis- 
patch of those orders, and to believe that die object of the communi- 
cation was merely to discover the views and intentions of the Bridsh 
government with respect to Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

The concurrent testimony of facts, and die state of monsieur Perron’s 
military force, however, which have subsequently been ascertained, con- 
firm the information which the resident communicated in the month 
of March, respecting the dispatch of the orders to general Perron,, to 
the efiect above described, even at that early stage of our negotiations 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiah. The conduct of Ambajee has also been 
explained by subsequent events ; it has appeared by undoubted evi- 
dence that Ambajee actually provoked Scindiah to war against die 
company, and obtained the command in Hindostan with die secret 
purpose of emancipating himself from Scindiali’s power. In pui- 
suance of this treacherous project, after having given the information 
stated to colonel Collins, Ambajee actually obtained the command of 
Scmdiah’s forces in Hindostan, and immediately upon his arrival at 
Gualior sent proposals of submission to general Lake. In the true 
spirit of Marhatta faith, however, a part of Ambajee’s tioops engaged 
general Lake s army in the memorable battle of Lasivai ce. 

E 2 
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On the 17th of June 1803 the governor general received information 
that Dowlut Rao Scindiah had addressed letters to. Ghunnee Bahadur 
and Himmut Bahadur, the officers exercising the chief authority on 
the part of his highness the peishwali in the province of Bnndelcund, 
requiring them to he prepared to co-operate with the confederated 
Marhatta armies in hosdle measures against the British posssesions ; 
and that Dhurrum Rao, the commanding officer of a considerable 
body of horse, which had been dispatched by Scindiah in the month 
of April to Calpee (a station on tlie right bank of tlie Jumna, con- 
tiguous'to the British territories), had received orders from Scindiah to 
the same effect. 

On receipt of this information, the governor general deemed it 
proper to direct the resident to require Dowlut Rao Scindiah to ac- 
knowledge or to disavow those orders ; and accordingly, at a conference 
between the resident and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, holden on the 16th of 
July, the resident stated the substance of tliat information to Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, and required him to declare whether he had actually 
issued orders of the nature described. 

In reply, Dowlut Rao Scindiali assured the resident in die most so- 
lemn manner, that he had never issued such orders to the prishwah*s 
officers in Bundelcund, or to Dhumim Rao, and. diat the latter chief- 
tain had been especially directed to respect the British territories. 

Notwithstanding the solemn disavowal by Scindiah of these orders, 
the many instances of insincerity manifested by diat clueftain, the ge- 
neral tenor of his conduct, and die authenticity of die source of in- 
formation. upon dus subject, together with circumstances which have 
subsequently been ascert^ned, confirm the intelligence originally re- 
ceived relative to these acts of aggression on the part of Scindiah. The 
facts were communicated to the collector of Allahabad by the express 
direction of Himmut Behadur {one of the peishwah’s officers in Bun- 
^ * delcund) 



29 . 


delcund) to -whom the letters of Scindiah tvere addressed, and -who 
previously transmitted proposals to the governor general for the trans- 
fer of tliat province to the authority of the British government. 

In a letter from colonel Collins, dated the 14th of June, and received 
-on the 6th of July, that officer transmitted a paper of intelligence from 
his agent at Delhi, stating, that messengers from Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah had lately come to the Rohilla chieftain Gholaum Mahomed Khan,, 
who resides at Nadown, and that letters had been received by that 
cliieftain from general Perron, inviting him to proceed with liis fol- 
lowers towards the station of general Perron’s army, by the way of 
Saharunpoor, for the purpose of exciting commotions in^tlie jagheer of 
Rampoor ; and assuring him of ample support both from Scindiah and 
general Perron j and that general Perron had clandestinely addressed 
letters to the principal persons residing in the jagheer of Rampoor 
and other places, urging tliem to employ their exertions in disturbing 
the tranquillity of the company’s possessions. This intelligence was 
corroborated by information repeatedly received and communicated to 
the governor general by the resident at Lucknow, and tlie agent to the 
governor general in the ceded provinces of Oude, of the preparations 
of Gholaum Maliomed Khan for the avowed purpose of complying 
witli the suggestions which he had received from Scindiah and general 
Perron, to exdte disturbances in the district of Rampoor, and to dis- 
turb the tranquillity of the vizier’s and the company’s dominions ; and 
on the 26tli of July copies of letters from Dowlut Rao Scindiah to 
Gholaum Mahomed Khan and Bumboo Klian (the.grandsonof the late 
Nujib-oo-Dowlah, uho occupies a territory in the vicinity of Saharun- 
poor), declaring the intention of Sdndiali to commence a war of ag- 
gression against the British power, and instigating tliose chieftains^o 
co-operate with the forces of general Perron against the British posses- 
sions, were received by the governor general from Mr. Leycester, the 
collector atMoradabad, to whom they had been transmitted by Bumboo 
;Klian. 
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It appears from a passage in these doruments, that the letters of Scin- 
diah to Gholaum Maliomed Khan and Bumboo Khan svere written 
subsequently to the march of Dowlut Rao Scindiah from Boorhanpoor 
on the 4th of May. But the dispatch of messengers to Gholaum 
Mahomed Khan, and the transmission of the instructions to general 
Perron, under which tltat officer addressed letters to the principal per- 
sons in Rampoor^and other places, as noticed in the preceding para- 
graphs, must be referred to an earlier period of time. The complete 
state of preparation in wliich die army of genera! Perron was acttially 
placed, is a corroboradre evidence of the actual transmission of orders 
to diat officer, to the effect described in colonel Collins's ’letter of the 
9tli of March. 

These facts reciprocally confirm each point of the evidence of Scin- 
diah’s hostile projects, and, combined with information at various times 
communicated by the resident with Dowlut Rao Scindiah of the pro- 
ceedings of that chieftain, with the repeated intelligence received of the 
actual formation of an hostile confederacy between Don lut Rao Scin- 
diah, and die rajah of Berar, and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, .and wldi the 
tenor and result of the resident’s negotiations, amount to full proof of 
the alleged design, on the part of Scindiah and the rajah of Berar, of 
subverting the alliance formed between the British government and his 
highness die peishwah. 

1 

During the actual crisis of aflairs, it appeared to the governor gene- 
ral necessary to unite the control of all polirical affilirs n the Dehan, 
connected with the negotiation then depending between the British go- 
vernment and the confederated chieftains, and with the movement of 
the army, under a distinct local authority, subject to the governor ge- 
neral m council, but possessing full powers to conclude upon the spot 
whatever arrangements might become necessary, either for the final set- 
dement of peace or .for the active prosecution of war. The governor 
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general was of opinion, that those important powers could not be placed 
with advantage in any other hands than those of the general officer 
commanding the troops destined to restore the tranquillity of the 
Dekan ; and accordingly determined on rhe 26th of June to vest diem 
in major-general "Wellesley, whose established influerfce among the 
Marhatta chiefs, and intimate knowledge of the governor general’s sen- 
timents concerning the British interests in the Marhatta emphe, were 
particularly calculated to enable that officer to execute the arduous trust 
reposed in him, with the greatest benefit to the public interests. The 
same powers were also vested in lieutenant-general Stuart, in the event 
of his assuming the immediate command of the forces in the Dekan. 

On the 18th of July major-general Wellesley, having received these 
powers from the governor general, addressed a letter to the resident, 
directing him to state to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the rajah of Berar, 
the anxiety with which the British government desired the preservation 
of peace ; and to observe, that the only proof which could be accepted, 
of the sincerity of the amicable professions of Scindiah and the rajah 
of Berar, was the immediate separation and return of their armies from 
the frontier of the luzam’s territories to their respective capitals 5 in 
which case, general Wellesley offered to withdraw the troops under his 
command to their usual stations. Should however Scindiah and the 
rajah of Berar be resolved to maintain their positions on the nizam’s 
frontier, the resident was directed to apprise those chieftains, tliat he 
had received major-general Wellesley’s orders to quit the camp of 
Scindiah without delay. 

After further evasive attempts, the two dueftalns returned answers Juivaitu 
on the 31st of July to general Wellesley’s requisition, and proposed to 
retire from the position which they occupied, at the same time tliat ge- 
neral Wellesley should commence his march to the usual stations of the • 

British army. This proposition however was accompanied by a con- 
dition 
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1E03. dition whidi furnished a airious ex^implc of the deceitful but vroah 
policy of these Marhatta chiefs: ihcyaddcd to a proposition specious in 
its first appearance, tlie inadmissible and ab^surd condition, that on the 
same day on which the British, troops under general Wellesley should 
reach the stations of ^ladras^ Serin^apatam* ^ theMar- 

hatta confederates would encamp the united armies Scindiah and 
the rajah of Berar at Boorhanpoor, a city belonging to Scindiali, 
and situated about fift)* miles from the nizam's frontier. 


The manner in which tliis proposition was conveyed to general Wel- 
loiysitt. lesley dcsen'cs particular notice. At the last conference on the lilst of 
July betwecn'tlic British resident, Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the rajah 
of Berar, tlirec successive propositions were oScred by tiiosc chieftains 
to colonel Collins’s acceptance. The first proposition was, tliat the 
united forces of Scindiah and tlie rajah of Berar should retire to Boor- 
hanpoor, and that major-general Wellesley should witlidraw the British 
troops to their usual stations; or, in otlicr words, that the British army 
should abandon the means wliich it possessed in its actual position, and 
in its embodied state, of opposing a seasonable resistance to any ho^tiIe 
attempts on the part of the confederated chieftains, wliile those chief- 
tains should retire with their united armies to a short distance from the 
frontier of our ally, prepared to take advantage of the approaching 
favourable season, and of tlie absence and dispersion of the British 
forces. 


This^ unreasonable proposition having been decidedly and instantly 
rejected "by .the resident, the confederated rhxcfudns offtred their second 


Distances from Amedmiggiir (the position of major-geneia) Wdlesliy's army on the 
3lslJu]y 1603,) 

■ • To Madras, - - 1043 miles. 

. ’ Seringapalam, - - 541 

Soinbsy, ^ M 3^1 

Fmm the ^sitlonnhtchthe confederates occupieiJ,Boorhanpoot is distant about fifty miles. 

proposition, 
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proposition, that the resident should appoint a day for the march of the 
respective forces of those chieftains from the place of their encamp- 
ment, and that die resident should pledge die faith of the British go- 
vernment for die retreat of the army under major-general Wellesley, on 
the day on which die armies of die confederates should commence their 
march to their usual stations. 

. It is manifest diat dus proposition aflbrdcd no other security for the 
actual return of the armies of those chieftains to dieir usual stations, 
than a precarious dependence on those promises which they had so re- 
peatedly violated : independently of which consideration, colonel Collins 
was not authorised to pledge tlie faith of the British government to an 
■arrangement inconsistent with the instructions wliich he had received 
from major-general Wellesley j and it soon became evident that tliis pro- 
position was merely illusory' on the part of die chieftains. 

Scindiah and the rajah of Bcrar finally proposed their third proposi- 
tion, that they should by a letter state to major-general Wellesley, “ diat 
“ on the day on which general Wellesley should wididraw his troops 
“ from the station then occupied by die British army, those chkftahU 
“ uuoidd separate their armies, and commence their return to their respective 
“ territories in Berar and the north of IJsndostan'' Tills proposed mo- 
dification of general Wellesley’s requisition evidently diminished the 
security which might have been derived from the previous and imme- 
diate separation and departure of the confederated armies. Scindiah 
and the rajah of Berar, however, having declared that unless major- 
general Wellesley should consent to the third proposition, they could 
not retire consistently with a due regard to die honour of their respec- 
tive governments, colonel Collins consented to refer diat proposition to 
major-general Wellesley, and to remain in Scindiah’s camp until an 
answer should be received, .provided the letters to major-general Wel- 
' r Icsky 
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lesley were sent to the resident for transmission before the noon of the 
following day. 

\ 

It now appeared that both the second and third propositions had 
been absolute evasions for the purpose of gaining time: in direct 
violation of the terms of both the second and the third propositions, 
Scindiah and the rajah of Beraron the 1st of August 1803 transmitted 
letters to the resident, addressed to major-general Wellesley, proposing 
not to teparate their armies, and to commence their return to Berar and 
to the northern provmces of Hindostan, on the day on which major- 
general Wellesley should withdraw the British army, but to continue 
their armies united', and instead of commencing tbeir '‘'‘march to their respec- 
“ uve territories in Berar ^ and the north of Hindostan f to limit their re- 
treat to the neighbouring station of Boorhanpoor, precisely according to 
the terms of the £r$c proposition, which had been fully discussed, and 
positively and instantly rejected by colonel Collins. 

On receipt of the rajah of Berar’s letters containing this inadmissible 
and insidious proposition, the resident made immediate arrangements 
for quitting the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and commenced his 
march towards Aurungabad on the 3d of August. 

It may be useful in this place to review, in a distinct and connected 
form, the lea^g facts of the late transactions*, which have terminated 
in a dissolution of the relations of amity between the British govern- 
ment and the confederated chieftains, Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the 
rajah of Berar. 

His highness the peishwah was compelled towards the close of the 
year 1802, by the violence and usurpation of a subject* of his go- 

•.Jcywunt Rao Holkar. 
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vernment, to abandon his fcapltal city of Pobnali; in piirstiance of the 
principles of the alliance formed with the peishwah in 1790, and ‘re- 
vived in 1792 arid 1793, and witli a view to tlie establishment of 
the general system of defensive alliance, commenced with the nizam 
by the -treaties of 1798 and 1800, his highness the peishwah solicited and 
obtained the aiJl of the British power for the restoration of lus au- 
thority, and concluded engagements wicli the British government, cal- 
culated to secure lus highness’s rights and independence against the > 
designs of any foreign or domestic enemy. Tliose engagements not 
only conmned no stipulation injurious to die just rights of the feuda- 
tory chieftains of the Marhatta empire, but provided addidonaT security 
for the unmolested exercise of those rights. Reference to die treaty of 
Bassein will prove this statement. 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah distinctly expressed his concurrence in the 
propriety of the measures adopted by the British government for the 
restoration of the peishwah’s audiority: he was assured by die resident 
in the name of the British government, that the treaty of Bassein was 
merely of a defensive nature; and after having received a copy of the 
treaty of Bassein, he admitted that the treaty of Bassein was not in- 
jurious to his own rights, or to those of the feudatory chieftains: he also, 
after some discussion, admitted that the peishwah possessed the right to 
conclude the treaty of Bassein without the concurrence of die Mar- 
hatta feudatories, stating merely diat, as guarantee* to die treaty of 
* Salbye, 

On this subject it may be observed, that to have rendered the peishwah responsible to 
Scindiah for the acts of his administration as the acknowledged executive head of the 
, Marhatta state, would have reversed the relation which subsists between them. The duty 
of a guarantee to a treaty cannot be considered to extend to the obligation of precluding any 
change in the terms of such treaty, or even its entire alirogation, provided the contracting 
parties have agreed by mutual consent to vary or annul it. In his capacity of guarantee 
to the treaty of Salbje, Scindiah is merely authorized to bring to a tight understanding 
either of the parties to that treaty w’hich shall deviate from its ‘stipulations. In that ca-. 

p 3 pacity^ 
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Salbye, he ought to have beea coobuked by the pelsliwaK Dowlut 
RabScindmh, however, persisted in soliciting the junction of the rajah of 
Berar, with the whole body of his forces, for the purpose of deciding the 
qirestion of war or peace; or, in other words, of eventually employing 
their united power and resources to invade the territories of the allies 
andof the company, and to subvert the arrangements concluded between 
the British government and the peishwah at Bassein. 

In conformity to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s solicitations, the rajah of 
Berar commenced lus march for the purpose of effecting the proposed 
junction of their numerous arnues in a menacing position on the 
frontier* of the nizam, the ally of the British government. 

These measures were not adopted by those chieftains with a view, nor 
even under a pretence, of defending their own rights and interests 
against any apprehended design on the part of the British government, 
br of any other state, to injure or to invade those rights or interests, 
nor with the view of securing the protection or internal settlement of 
their own possessions in the vicinity of the nizam's dominions. No 
such apprehensions were ever stated by either, cliieftain. These mea- . 
sures were therefore avowedly concerted for the express purpose of 
enabling those chieftains to carry into effect their eventual resolution 
of undertaHng a war of aggression against the British government and 
its allies, for the purpose of usurping the ^uthprity of the peishwah, 

• ' ' ■■ 

pacity, therefore, Scindiah does not possess any ati&orhy to prevent the contracting par- 
ties from concluding any additional eng^eraents, or even from abrogating the treaty of 
Salbye by mutual consent ; at all events, his interests and station as a member of the Mar- 
hatta state were sufficiently considered by the offer of admittmg him to be a party in the’ 
defensive treaty concluded with the peishwah, or of contracting separate engagements 
'between him and the British government on the basis of that treaty. 

•Near the Adjuntee ghaut, a pass about sixty miles north of Aurangabad, on the m- 
f am’s north-western frontier, and Ic^ing into his territories. 

and 
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and of destroying a -treaty, the tendency of whicli tlie confederate 
cliieftains had not arraigned, and which the peishwah was acknow- 
ledged to be competent to conclude, even by the direct admission of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

Under diese and other indications of hostility on the part of those 
chieftains, the British government merely required that they should 
retire with their armies to their usual stations, in Bcrar and the nortli 
of Hindostan, proposing that the British army in the Dekan should 
also retire in a similar manner. 

At the moment when Dowlut Rao Scindiali, after being apprised of 
all the stipulations of the treaty of Basseln, acknowledged that it con- 
tained no provisions injurious to tlic rights of the feudatory dueftains, 
that chieftain publicly declared to tiic resident, that the question of peace 
or •war •with the British government depended upon the result of a M»y>Bos 
conference between Scindiah and the rajah of Berar, whose arrival at 
the head of the whole body of his forces in the vicinity of Sclndiah’s 
camp was daily etpecced. 

The hostile and insulting nature of this declaration deserves par- 
ticular attention. Occupying a position widi the main body of lus 
forces near the frontier of our ally, Scindiah publicly declared, in open 
durbar, to the representative of the British government, that he awaited 
the arrival of the rajah of Berar, at tlie head of a numerous army, on 
the frontier of the dominions of our ally, for the purpose of deciding 
whether the united arms of those confederate cliieftains should be 
employed in ar war of aggression against die British government and 
its allies. 

After the declaration made by Dowlut Rao Scindiah, that “ the British 

government should know whether it would be peace or war as soon as the 

“ rajah 
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" rajah of Beran should have joined Schtdiah's armyf every principle of 
the law of nations would have justified the British government in 
adopting any measures which might have been deemed necessary to 
prevent the intended junction between the armies of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah and of the rajah of Berar. It would have been justifiable to 
have employed force for the purpose of preventing the junction of the 
confederate armies, and of diverting the operations of, their troops. 
Those objects constituted a sufficient cause of war, previously to the 
meeting of the chiefs, and would have warranted the immediate attack 
of the territories and resources of the confederates, in order to prevent 
the accomplishment of the avowed purpose of their meeting. 

The armies of those chieftains however were permitted to effect the 
proposed junction, and the chieftains tnet for the pnrpose of deciding 
•VL'bsther it should be peace or war with the company. After the junction 
of their armies, those chieftains continued, by systematic delays and 
evasions, to withhold any declaradon with regard to the nature of their 
designs during a period of two months; and although, at the evpiration 
of that period of time, the confederated chieftains disavowed all inten- 
tion of obstructing the complete execution of the treaty of Bassem,*they 
refused to abandon the arrangements avowedly adopted, and the po- 
sition' occupied for the eventual prosecution of hostilities against the 
British government 

The proceedings of the confederaud chieftains were therefore ma- 
nifestly of a menacing and aggressive nature, and the position of their 
united armies on the frontier of our ally enabled them to carry into 
immediate execution the hostile designs -which their conduct and their 
language had previously indicated. The temporary change of their 
language, unaccompanied by any change of conduct, afforded no se- 
curity against the hostilities which they had menaced; and while they 
* continued 
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continued to occupy an hostile and menacing position tvltU their united 
armies, the contradiction bettyecn tlieir professions and their actions af- 
forded just ground of su^iclon, especially at that season when it would 
have been much more difficult for their forces tlian for the British to 
liave commenced active operations. On the other hand, the movement 
of the British troops towards Alimednuggur, as far as it respected the 
rajah of Berar and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, was purely defensive. The 
internal condition of his highness the pelshwah’s government would 
alone have justified and required the march of the British subsidiary 
force from Poonah to that position. 

Under tliese circumstances those cliicftains were not entitled to any 
corresponding concessions on our part, and their refusal to comply un- 
conditionally with the requisition of the British government would 
have justified an immediate resort to arms^ The offer of major-ge- 
neral Wellesley, therefore, on the 18th of July, to witlidraw tlie troops 
under lus command from the vicinity of Ahmednuggur, and the 
amicable assurances with which it was accompanied,* afforded the most 
unequivocal proof of the pacific intentions of the British government, 
and deprived the confederated chieftains of every pretext for continuing 
to muntain their armies in their united and menacing position on the 
frontier of our ally. 

The mere junction of the amues of Scindiah and the rajah of Berar ' 
upon the frontier of the dominions of our ally, for any purpose un- 
connected with the security of the rights of those chieftains, would 
have compelled the British government to demand the removal of those 
armies '^om that menacing position, and would have required the adop- 
tion of measures of precaution on our part; and the refusal of those 
chieftains to comply with that demand would have justified an appeal 
to arms for the security of our interests and those of our allies. But 
Scindiah had publicly declared, that the object of the junction of the 

confederate- 
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confederate amues vras' to decide die question of peace or tvar witli the 
company. Under the circumstances of the moment, therefore, no other 
security for the pacific conduct of those chieftains could have been ac- 
cepted, than such as should deprive them of the power of prosecuting 
with success the designs which they manifestly entertained, and had de- 
clared, against the rights and interests of the British government and its 
allies. 

Dtiring the tvhole course of the negonadons between the resident and 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, (from the 27th of February until the 3d of Au- 
gust 1803), that chieftain and the rajah of Berar employed their most 
assiduous endeavours to induce Jeswunt Rao Holkar to unite in the 
confederacy, and to form ajuncdon with the confederate armies ; and 
those chieftams even assigned the depending negoriadon with JestsTmt 
Rao Holkar, as a cause for maintaining their united armies in the 
posidon from which they were required to retreat. 

The result established by diese facts, which are amply detailed in the 
governor general’s dispatches to the secret committee of the 19ch of 
April, 20th of June, 1st of August, and 25th of September 1803, is — 

1st. That according to the evidence of facts, and to the disdnct 
va vo^val of Scindiah. and the_rajah of Berar, those thieftains had no cause 
of complunt against the Bridsh government, ^nor any reason to appre- 
hend that their just rights and interests" were exposed to hazard by the 
arrangements concluded between the Bridsh government and the 
peishwah. 

2dly. That the juncdon and continuance of the armies of those 
cliicftains on the fronder of thenizam near Adjuntee, were evidently 
unnecessary for any purpose connected with the security of their rights, 
or with the protection or internal arrangement of any part of their 
. territorial 
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territorial possessions j and that if either Scindiah or die rajah of 
Berar had really entertained apprehensions of Holkar’s movements, 
they could not have continued in their actual position with common 
prudence, but must for their own safety have retired in the direction 
required by major-general Wellesley, since Holkar at that time occu- 
pied a position in die vicinity of Scindiah’s dominions in Malwa. 

Sdly. That die general conduct and language of those chieftains in- 
dicated designs of a hostile nature against the British government and 
its allies the peishwah and the nizam, and that Scindiah had disdnctly 
declared on the 28th of May, that he and the rajah of Berar meditated 
eventual 'Mat. '• 

4thly. That diose chieftains assembled their armies in a menaciftg 
posldon on the fiontier of our ally die nizam, for the purpose of 
enabling them eventually to carry those designs into execution^ 

5thly. That the public and insuldng menace of iVar against the 
British government, uttered by Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the 28th of 
May 1803, was an open avowal of a hostile spirit, and an act of, direct 
hostility, and therefore a sufficient cause of war, unless that menace had 
been effectually retracted by such a movement of that chieftain’s army 
as should have secured the Bridsli interests against the accomplishment 
of so insolent and wanton a threat; that the confederate army conti- 
. nued to retain Iclie means of commencing with advantage die war which 
Scindiah had denounced ; that die same hostile spirit was manifested by 
various preparations and arrangements dangerous to the Bridsh govern- 
ment and its allies, and that these acts of aggression were menaced and 
committed, not only widiout any cause of complaint deducible from die 
measures and proceedings of the British government or of its allies, 
but under a distinct,^acknowledgcment of die pacific nature of our ar- 
cs rangements 
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1803. rangemcnts with the peishwah, and under an avowed conviction of our 
amicable intentions, 

Thar the hostile nature of the proceedings bf those chief- 
tains, and their repeated violation of public faith, precluded all reliance 
on their promises and professions, and rendered it the duty of the 
Bridsh government to require the separation and return of their armies 
to their respective territories, as the only security for the rights and in- 
terests of the British government and its allies against the declared de- 
signs of those confederated chieftains. 

'7thly. That this requisition was accompanied by a proposal to with- 
draw theBritish armyfromitsadvanced position at Ahmednuggur in the 
Dekan j and that such a proposal was not only an incontrovertible proof 
of the just and pacific views of the British government, but furnished 
ample security to the confederated chieftains against the possibility of 
any danger which could be apprehended by them from a compliance 
with our requisition to separate and withdraw their armies. 

It was evident therefore that, after the denial of this just requisition, 
the defence and security of our rights and those of our allies could 
only be maintained by resorting to arms against Scindiah and the 
rajah of Berar. 

The season pressed for decision. The actual prevalence of the rainy 
monsoon in tlie provinces of India, which mast become the theatre of 
war, was highly favourable to our operation^, and equally unpropitious 
to any hostile movement of the native powers. 

To have permitted the confederate chieftains to remain unmolested 
until the dose of the rains, would have sacrificed a principal advantage 
wWdi we then posessed, aud would have enabled alSj encouraged them 

to 
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to prosecute wkK facility and rapidity their operations* against the ter- 
ritories of the nizam, of the peisU-wah, of the rajali of Mysore, and 
eventually of the company, at the 'commencement of the favourable 
season. 

Tills policy would have united all the disadvantages of irresolution 
with the inconvenience of heavy expense, and of the continuance of 
our army at a remote distance from our own possessions: neither 
prudence nor honour would have permitted us to retreat under tlie 
menacing language and commanding position of the confederate chief- 
tains. We must therefore have maintained an advanced position in , 
the Dekan ; nor could we have abandoned the nizam, the peishwah, the 
guikwar, the rajah of Mysore, and otir own subjects upon ourfronrier, 
to the security of vague professions from a Marhatta durbar. The 
threats and power of tire confederates, the position and force of their 
army, combined with the general tenor of tlieir conduct and policy, ab- 
solutely required that our army should remain in the vicinity of tl^e 
confederate forces, for the preservation of our interests, of our safety, 
'of our public faitli, and of our reputation. 

* The dessarali, which may be considered amilitary festiral among the Marhattas, takes 
place at the close of the south-west monsoon, aboutlhe end of the month ot September 
the favourable season for the movement of troop» then opens 'Ihcjbanda or great standard 
of the prince is houted, a camp is formed, and the operaljons ot the ensuing jear arc de- 
termined, whether they maj be directed against an open enem}, or to the object of col- 
lecting the permanent tribute or choute, or to moie on a inuluk-ghcree, or plundering 
expedition. In Poonah this festival ib celebrated wth particular splendour, llie peishw ah, 
accompanied by the great members of the empire, marchfeo out of the citj, preceded by 
“ the state equipages, consisting of elephants superbly capansoned, led horses, and, in 
short, all the pomp of oriental magnifieence Upon this occasion the RIarhattas go 
through the ccrcmonj of plundering a field; doubtlc s to remind them of their predatory* 
** origin riicpcishwah leads the waj, b\ teanng upa handiul of Com, his example is fol- 
jowed b\ all prcjcnt, and the field ;s pillaged m a luomcut.” 
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In addition to other circumstances, die declining state of die nizam s 
health, and the designs which the confederate chieftains were known ro 
entertain widi respect to the succession to the sovereign authority of 
the Delean, rendered it indispensably necessarj', diat, while the Marhatta 
army remained on the nizam's frontier, the British troops should 
occupy a position calculated to secure the reg:ular order of succesdon on 
the nizam’s death, and to frustrate the attempts which the confederates 
might make to place on the musnud of the Dekan one of the younger 
sons of die nizam, devoted to the cause of the Marhatta chiefs, and ini- 
mical to the British hitercsts. 

The same policy which dictated the conclusion of the treaties of Hy- 
derabad in 1798 and in 1800, required that the British government 
should be prepared to maintain the stability of its alliance with the 
prince of the Dekan, and to resist any attempt which might be directed 
to the subversion of die British influence at Hyderabad, or to the ex- 
clusion of die legitimate heir from the sovereign power of the Dekan. 

These considerations therefore rendered it indispensably necessary to 
maintain an -advanced position in the Dekan, while the confederates 
should persist in the determination of menacing the frontier of our 
' allies. If the British army had continued in an advanced position, 
leaving to the confederates the undisturbed, possession of their re-- 
sources and means of attack, the result must have been deeply in- 
jurious, if not fatal to our cause. ^ 

After had sustained the expense and inconvenience of remaining 
inactive in the field, waiting the pleasure of tite Marhatta durbars for 
peace or war, the confederate chieftains would ultimately have pos^ 
sKsrf thc opportunity of employing their combined force against our 
dispirited army witlt cverj' advantage of season, with increased alacrity 

and 
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and vigour, and with the probable addition of Holkar’s troops, of jgo^. 
many of our present I^arhatta allies, and even of French auxiliaries. W— ^ 

The same considerations of justice and policy, therefore, which abso- 
lutely required us to maintain our army in an advanced position tinder 
the actual aggression and hostile conduct of die confedeiates, operated 
with additional force to demand such a seasonable applicarion of our 
military strength, as should afford us the full benefit of our actual ad- 
vantages, frustrate the artifices, delays and treachery of the enemy, an- 
ticipate his insulting menace of war, check his pride, and chastise his 
insolence. 

i 

If we had submitted to die insidious propositions of the Marhatta 
chiefs*, if we had retreated in the face of dieir united forces, and had 
withdrawn our army in the Dekan’’^ wliilc *diey retained their com- 
manding position j if we had omitted the piecautions which involved 
additional expense on the frontier of Oude and in other quarters j we 
should have submitted the honour, dignity and interests, if not the 
existence, of the Brldsli government in India to the most faithless, 
sanguinary, rapacious, and violent of the Marhatta adventurers; we 
should have forfeited the opinion 6f die native powers, which forms^a 
main pillar of the fabric of our empire j we should have descended to 
a public acknowledgment of the supeiiority of die Alarhatta aims in 
the face of all Asia ; and we should have been degraded by the native 
states of Hindostan and die Dckan to the rank of a secondaiy’- power in 
India ; of a power secondary to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, whose military 
strength rests upon the support of French adventure, enterprise, and 
skill. 

• Deion, or Southf in its general significaiion, implies the wlioTe of the peninsula of India 
to the southward of the Nerbitdda n\er, or from tl»c 22<1 degree of north latitude to Cape 
Comorin. In its limited sense it is mtended to signify the countries now forming tlie pro* 

Tinces of Candelsh, Dowlutabad, Vizlapoor, Golconda, and part of Berar. 
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1603 A policy sounwoithy of British wisdom, honour, and courage, woultl 
have' subjected the tranquilUty and security of Hindostan and tlie 
Dekan, including all our alliances, dependencies and possessions, to the 
will of Scindiah, and of a band of French adventurers, armed with a 
powerful ai cillery, in the critical moment of a renewal of war with 
France. 

It appealed to the governor general to be a more safe as well as a 
more honourable polic)', to employ the means which he had prepared, 
for the purpose of elFeccually averting the present and future projects 
of the confederates and their French officers, than to confide the securicj- 
of any part of his arduous trust to the professions of the Marhatta 
chiefs, contradicted by the spirit of all their actions, and by the uniforiti 
tenor of their character, disposition, and views. 

Colonel Collins therefore left Scindiah’s camp on the 8 d of August^ 
and the British government proceeded to carry into execution the pla^ 
of operations which had been formed, for tlie eventual defeat of tbe 
unjust and unprovoked designs of the confederated diieftains Dowlqc 
Rao Scindiah and the rajah of Berar. 

Flan of the The compass of these notes will not admit a statement of the d^ 
a^^E^uhecon. tailed instructions ibsued by thc govemor general to his excellence’-, thp 

Wente*. ^ y'c. 

cuiTrmumrcr nr enrer ^general* iasej, ana’ to the Xioiiourable majbr-gene. 
ral Wellesley, to the govemmehts of Tort St. George and Bombay, an^ 
to the public officers at Fort William, relative to the .preparation and 
employment of the forces, and to several points connected vdth the for-- 
mation of a system of political arrangement with the neighbouring 
states and diieftains j calculated to diminish the power and resources of 
the enemy, and to facilitate the success of the British arms in the event 
of our being compelled to proceed to hostilities. 

Everjr 
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Every measure was suggested and adopted, ' wMch the judgment of jeos.' 
the governor general in council could devisej for the successful jic- 
compUshment of tliose political arrangements ; iuid the preparations for 
military operations were all made witlr a view to tire commencement of 
hostilities in every quarter of the possessions of the enemy, before the 
close of the rainy season. Although this early movement was likely to 
prove difficult to tire British armies, it was well known that these diffi- 
tultieS would be inconsiderable in comparison with the almost insur- 
mountable obstacles wliich embarrass the operations of tlie army of a 
native power during the period of the rains. The forces from the amues 
of Fort St. George and of Bombay, under the command of major-ge- 
heral Wellesley, were already in a position to commence hostilities in 
theDekan, as soon as intelligence should be received of the rupture of 
the negotiation with Scindiah and die rajah of Berar ; and arrange- 
ments had been carried into effect for die early invasion (from Ganjam 
and from Calcutta, by the «'irmies of Fort Saint George and Bengal) of 
the valuable province of Cuttack in Orissa, which disjoins the British 
territory, and interrupts the continuity of our dominions between 
Bengal and the northern sircars. The government of Bombay was pre- 
pared to seize at the same time the sea-ports and territory belonging to 
Scindiah in Guzerat, on the extremity of the western quarter of India. 

By the indefatigable activity, zeal, ability, and energy of general Lake, 

(whose personal exertions have surpassed all former example, and Iiave 
bee;i the main source of the success of the war in that quarter,) the 
army of Bengal, on die north-west frontier of Oude, was placed, to- 
wards die. close of the mondi of July, in a state of preparation and 
equipment favourable to the immediate attack of monsieur Perron’s 
force, as soon as authentic advices should be received of the com- 
mencement of hostilities in the Dekan. 

The arrangements adopted by the governor general, during tliis 
arduous crisis of affairs, were directed to provide for a general and 

combined 
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combined attack to, be fnado, nearly at the same time, on tbe united 
army ofScindiali and the rajah of Berar under dieir personal command 
in tlie Dekan, and on all their most vulnerable and valuable possessions 
in every quarter of India. The plan of operations comprehended a 
tract of country, extending from Delhi* and the presidencies of Fort 
William, Fort St. George, and Bombay, to Poonali, Hyderabad, Guzerat, 
and Orissa ; and embraced, togetlier with the security and ‘defence of 
the British dominions, the important objects of defeating the confe- 
derate chieftains in the held ; of establishing our allies, their highnesses 
the peishwah and the nizam, in their respective legitimate governments j 
of seairing the legitimate succession to the government of the Dekan ; 
of delivering the unfortunate and aged emperor Shah AUum and tlie 
royal house of Timur from misery, degradation, and bondage j and 
of extirpating the last remnant of French influence in India, by res- 
cuing lus imperial majest)' tlic moghul from the hands of a desperate 
band of French adventurers ; and by destroying the powerful artillery 
and military resources of monsieur Perron, and of tlie French state 
founded upon the ruins of the authority of tlie moghul, and under the 

auspices of Scindiah, on the north-west frontier of Hindostan. 

« • . • ' 

The ai-my under major-general Wellesley was directed to the purpose 
of opposing the confederated force under the command of Scindiah and 
the rajah of Berar. Tlie effect of major-geneial Wellesley’s success 
might be expected to deliver from all danger the nizam, the peishwah,' 
and the company’s possessions in Mysore, in the western andsoutliem 


* Delhi to Poonali - - 

- 913 miles. 

Ibdcrabad - - 

- 950 ' 

Baroach, about - 

- 800 

» Cuttack - - . 

- 902 

Fort William to Poonah . 

12S9 

Hyderabad - « 

- 902 

Baroach - . . 

1251 k 


Fort to Bombay - - 1301 miles. 

Fort Si. George . 1030 
Fort St. George to Poonali - C60 

Hjilcrabad - - - 355 
Boorhanpoor - - 769 

r on'St. George to Bombay - 758 
Baroach to Cuttack - near 1000 

districts 
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tilstricts of the Dekan, and on tlie frontier of Berar ; and to establish 
the governments of the guikwar, of Poonah, and of Hyderabad. 

By the reduction of Cuttack in Orissa an effectual blow would be 
struck against tlie rajah of Berar s resources ; the only maritime terri- 
tory of the Marhattas on the eastern side of the peninsula of India 
would be secured from all intercourse witli the French, a valuable ad- 
dition would be made to our revenue, and a strong barrier added to the 
frontier of Bengal against predatory incursion ; the intercourse be- 
tween Bengal and the territories of Fort St. George would also be pro- 
tected from interruption.* The seizure of Scindiah’s ports in Guzerat 
would leave no possession on the sea-coast of the western side of the 
peninsula to die Marhattas, excepting diat occupied by our allies the 
peishwah and the guikwar, and the confined territories of Angria and 
other piratical states, through which the communication with Scin- 
diah’s territories is nearly impracticable. 

The operations on the north-west frontier of Oude, under the im- 
mediate direction of general Lake, embraced a most important branch 
of the war ; namely, — First, the destruction of the power of the 
French adventurers established on the banks of the Jumna under'mon- 
rieur'Perron. Secondly, the extension oi £lie "Briti^ frontier to the 
Jumna, with die possession of Agra, Delhi, and a sufficient chain of 
posts on the right bank of the Jumna for the protection of the naviga- 
tion of that river. Thirdly, the protection of the person of the em- 
peror Shah Allum. , Fourthly, the establishment of an efficient system 
of alliance with the petty states beyond die right bank of tlie* Jumna 
from Jeynagur to the province of Bundelcund*''. Fifthly, the annesa- 


* This pro\ ince is situated to the south-west of the Jwnaa river, about the 24th and 
25lh degrees of north latitude. 
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,50?. ooa of Bundekund to tHe company’s dominions ; by -n-hich annexa- 
non great additional security would be derived to the nch province 
and city of Benares, and an effectual check opposed to whatever power 
might remain to the rajah of Berar, or to any other Marhatta chief in 
that quarter. 

The result of this plan of operations on the north-west frontier of 
Oude would destroy the influence of the French and of the Marhattas 
in the northern districts of Hindostan ; and would enable the British 
government to commence the foundation of such an intercourse with 
the Seiks, and the tribes inhabiting tiie Punjab, and the banks of the 
river Attock, as might furnish sufficient means of frustrating any at- 
tempt of an mvading enemy from the western side of the Indus. 

In addition to th«e advantages, it was highly important to protect 
the person and nominal authority of the moghul against the designs of 
France. The person and authority of that unhappy monarch were treated 
by the Marhattas and by the French with the most barbarous indignity 
and violence ; and it appeared honourable to the reputation of the British 
name to afford a secure, respectable, and tranquil aaylum to the fallen 
dlgmty and decUiung age of the emperor of Hindostan. It was also 
necessary to extend the protection of the 3 ritish government to lus 
majesty’s heir-apparent, and to any of royal family ; who might 
otherwise fall into the hands of French adventurers, and, under the 
direction of French agents, might becomes powerful aid to the cause of 
France in India. ^ 

a , 

By the most accurate accounts which have been received on the 
subject of the forces of the enemy, it appears that, towards tlie dose 
J-Jf of the month of July, the troops opposed to major-general Wellesley, 
under the immediate command of Scindiah and of the rajah of 
^ Berar, 



51 


Berar, In tlie field, amounted to about 38,500 cavalry, 10,^00 re- 
gular infantry, 500 matchlock-men, 500 rocket-men, and 190 pieces of 
ordnance. Two brigades, under monsieur Diidernaigue and major 
Brownrigg, amounting to twelve battalions, with a large tr^n of artil- 
lery, had been ordered to Hindostan ; and monsieur Pohlman’s bri- 
, gade had been directed to return to Boorhanpoor, leaving with Scin- 
diah only eight battalions*’, consisting of about 4500 men : the rajah 
of Herat’s infantry amounted to 6000 men. These forces were posted 
at Julgong, a place at the foot of the Adjuntee ghaut, in theJDekan. In 
addition to the troops already stated, Scindiah had an advanced party 
of a few thousand horse dispersed through the Adjuntee hills. 

The force under the immediate command of monsieur Perron, Scin- 
diah’s general in the northern provinces of Hindostan, amounted to 
about 16 or 17,000 regular and disciplined infantry, and a well ap- 
pointed and numerous train of artillery 5 together with a body of ir- 
regular troops, and from 15 to 20,000 horse, which it was also expected 
would be increased by reinforcements of cavalry from the country of 
die Seiks, and from the rajahs and petty chiefs on the right bank of 
the Jumna river, who were tributary to or in alliance with monsieur 
Perron, 

The head-quarters of monsieur Perron’s force were established near 
Goel, in a commanding situation on the frontier of our possessions, 
and on the most vulnerable point of our extensive empire. 

The local situation of Scindiah’s territories, and the nature of his 
military force in Hindostan, would always have constituted a serious 
danger to the British interests. Part of those territories was situated 

* Four battalions under monsieur Dupont, and four belonging to Begum Sumroo. 
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1603. beweeV the Jumna and the Ganges? they mtcrniptcd our line of de- 
fence in that quarter ; and some of Scindiah’s principal posts were in- 
troduced into the centre of our dominions, while the possession of 
Agra, Delhi, and of the right bank of the Jumna, enabled that chief- 
tain to command nearly tlic whole line of our nortli-westem frontier. 

Formidable as the power of Sdndiah might have proved in the 
event of any accession to his strength by a connection with France, or 
with any enemy to the Bridsh interest, a danger more urgent had 
grown out of the decline of Scindiah*s local authority in Hindostan in 
the establishment of a regular corps of infantry, under the command 
of European officers, supported by funds derivable almost exclusively 
from the territorial possessions of Scindiah, situated between the 
Jumna, Ganges, and the mountains of Cumaon. x 

A considerable pordon of this territory was assigned to monsIcuE 
Perron, who had formed it into an independent state, of which Scin- 
diah's regular infantry might justly be termed the national army, Tlie 
inhabitants of this territory considered monsieur Perron as their im- 
meffiate sovereign, while the troops supported from the revenues of the 
country regarded monsieur Perron as the immediate executive autho-^ 
rity, from which the army was to receive orders, subsistence, and pay. 

Possessed of such means, monsieur Perron dictated with the autho- 
rity of a sovereign state of superior rank, and with the vigour of effi- 
cient military power, to the petty states occupying the countries on the 
right bank of the Jumna; and by the terror of his name and arms 
held in abject submission the rajepoot states of Jeynagur and Joud- 
pore, together with the Jauts and the state of Gohud, extending his; 
influence even to Bundelcund, and to the country occupied by the 
Seife. 


Under 
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Under tlie influence of a succession of French adventurers die Bri- 
tish ' government must have been exposed to every intrigue of die 
French in India, and even to the ambition and hostile spirit of the 
person ivho now rules the French nation ; nor could an instrument of 
destruction more skilfully adapted to wound die heart of die British 
empire in India have been presented to the vindictive hand of die cliief 
consul of France. 

This French state actually held possession qf the person^and nomi- 
nal audiority of the moghul, maintmnfid the most efficient army of re- 
gular infantry, and the most powerful arrillery then eristing in India, 
(widi the exception of his majesty’s, and the company’s troops,) and 
exercised a considerable influence over die neighbouring states, from 
the banks of the Indus ta the confluence of the Jumna and the Ganges. 
Under any circumstances of an intimate connection between Scindiah 
and the British government, even in the event of that chieftain’s acces- 
sion to the treaty of Bassein, and ta the general defensive alliance with 
•the company, the nizam, and the peishwah, it is impossible to suppose 
that this French state would have co-operated with cordiality .in sup- 
port of the British interests. 

'Cue honmuDns 

in India, it could not be expected’ that a French state, erected under 
the nonnnal and ostensible auspices of Scindiah in Hindostan, would 
have afforded any substantial aid to the ally of the British power in a 
contest against France, even if that ally should have been disposed to 
. have assisted us in such a crisis* 

On the other hand, no doubt existed that Scindiali would always re- 
ceive the most zealous aid from the s^e state, in any attempt which he 
' might 
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im might make, either for the reduction of the British or for the aggran^ 
dibement of the French power in India. 

The safety of the British dominions in India, eitlier witli reference 
to a contest with Scindiali, to a renewal of war with France, or to botli 
tliese contingencies, req^uired therefore the reduction of monsieur Per- 
ron’s power ; and it became the duty of the British government to be 
prepared to assume the protection of its own temtopes, and to remove 
with its own hand die proximate cause of insecurity and alarm. 

The existence of monsieur Perron's power was not, however, the 
cause of the present war in India ; although in the event of a conti- 
nuance of the war with France it might have proved highly dangerous 
to the British interests, and must have occasioned discussions ^vith 
Scindiah. The causes of die war with Scindiah were confined to the 
military movements, and to the hostile language and conduct, of diat 
chief and of his allies. The destruction of monsieur Perron's force 
necessarily became a primary object of the war, commenced on distinct 
grounds of complaint against Scindiah. 

The forces assembled in different quarters of India, for die purpose 
of cairylng into effect the governor general’s comprehensive plan of 
operations against die confederate Marhatta chieftains, amounted to 
about '54,918 men, exclusive of pioneers, gun lascars, and persons 
attached to the store and ordnance departments. 

The army under the personal command of general Lake consisted 
of three regiments of European and five regiments of native cavalry, 
about two hundred European artillery, one regiment of European and 
eleven battalions of native infantry, amounting altogetlier to about 

10,50Q 
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10,500 men. The disposition of this force, towards the commence- isos, 
ment of the month of August 1803, is exhibited in the order of battle 
tvhich is annexed to' those Notes. It is necess.ar)’ hou ever to obserre, ’• 
tliat of this force his majesty’s 8th regiment of dragoons, tlie Cth regi- 
ment of native cavalry, and die i2d brigade of native infantr)', had 
not ) ct joined the army. The 2d brigade and Gtli regiment of na- 
tive cavalry ere at Anopshcer; and the 6th regiment of dragoons 
had only at this period received its Iiorscs from die Nawaiib viricr, 
and was not yet prepared to move from Cawnporc. 

In addition todiis force, about 3500 men were ast^cmblod near Alla- 
habad for the purpose of invading the province of Bundclcimd ; and 
about 2000 men were collected at Mintapoor to cover die province and 
city of Benares, as well as to guard the passes in that quarter. Mea- 
sures* were also adopted for die defence of the whole line of die fron- 
tier from Mirzapoor to Midnapoor. 

The troops tinder the Immediate command of major-general AVclles- laUteDtiuiv. 
ley in the Dekan amounted to JG,823 men; exclusive of which a 
force was left at Poonahj consisting of a dctadimcnt of his majesty’s 
84th regiment, and 1035 sepoys,* which %vcrc deemed fully sufficient, in 
conjunction with sucli troops as the pcishwah himself had at Poonah, 
to afford complete protection to his highness, and to rcpcll any attack 
which might be made upon diat city. 

•* It has appeared unneecssarj* to state m this place the detail of ilic«c measure^, as it 
would be difficult to exhibit m a short compass the number and disposition of the troops 
cmplojed on this service. It will he sufficient to observe, that ucr)' arrangement was 
adopted which could insure the complete attainment of the important objects proposed ta 
be denved from a comprehensive and efficient 5ys.teni of defence. 
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CuUacl.. 


The foice assembled for the invasion of the province of Cuttaf^ 
amounted to 5216 men. 


In IK. do.b nf It has already been stated tliat the main body of the army of Fort 

George had been assembled at Huiryhur, on the north-western frontier 
of Mysore, under dje personal command of lieutenant-general Stuaf'^ 
A part of this army had been detached to Poonah, under the commaP*^ 
of major-general Wellesley, in the month of March 1803. Folitie^^ 
considerations of importance, combined with advantages in a militaO^ 
point of view, had induced general Stuart, at the suggestion of 
jor-general Wellesley, to move with the remainder, towards the end 
May the month of May, to Moodgul, a town situated in the doab of t^® 
Kistna and Toombudra rivers, about fourteen marches from Hydef^“ 
bad. Tliis position was admirably well calculated to aiJbrd protectiP^ 
to the nizam’s dominions, to overawe the southern Marhatta jaghe^^“ 
dars, and to cover the company’s territories, by enabling general 
to interrupt with more facility the march of any body of troops tP^'- 
might attempt to penetrate into them. The force* at Moodg^^ 
amounted to three companies of European artillery, one regiment 
European and two regiments of native cavalry, tiiree corps of 


* The force under lieutenant-general Stuart at Moodt^ul ; 


I<?ative ditto 


846 


European infantry : 

Five companies of tlie 33d regiment, the 73d regiment, 
and seven conipnies of the 8oth regiment 
European artillery 

Native infantry ~ . 


1529 

251 

4709 


S35 artillery l3«!car«, and 620 Madras pioneera. 


7826 


rop^an 
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ropean infantry, and five battalions of sepoys, with a large train of 
artillery, and a proportion of gnn lascars and pioneers, amounting to 
7826 fighting men. The dewan and minister of Mysore, with a con- 
siderable foice, encamped on the frontier of Mysore, in the rear of 
general Stuart ; and by his position afforded additional protection to 
that country. In conformity to instructions for that purpose from 
the governor general, lieutenant-general Stuart detached, on tlie 29tli 
of March, to Hyderabad two battalions of sepoys, under the com- 
mand of major Irton, for the purpose of securing tranquillity in tliat 
capital, in the event of the demise of the nizam, which at that period 
of time was rendered extremely piobable fiom the declining state of 
liis highness’s health. 

Circumstances connected witli tlic arrival of a French armament in jUterabonm 

^le strength 

India, and tlie probability of a renewal of tlie war with France, ren- 
dered an alteration in the strength and disposition of the force at 
Moodgul advisable, and induced lieutenant-general Sruait to return to 
the presidency of Fort St. George. 

The 7Sd regiment and a battalion of sepoys were in consequence 
directed, about the beginning of the month of August, to proceed to 
Tclie Carnatic ; and the -reminder of the army, with -the exception of 
two battalions of sepoys, which at different periods in the montli of 
July were detached for the purpose of joining the troops under the 
command of major-general Wellesley, with considerable supphes of 
treasure, bullocks, and grain, was left at Moodgul, under the orders of 
major-general Campbell, who was directed by lieutenant-general Stuart 
to detach the force under his command (or a part of it,) to join the 
troops in advance, or to Hyderabad, on receiving a requisition to tliat 
effect from major-general Wellesley, or from major Kirkpatrick, the 
resident at the court of tlie nizam. 


The 



58 


1603 . • Tlie corps de reserve^ under major-general Campbell, consisted of 
cor^rdTii one regiment of European and nvo regiments of native cavalrj', a 
proportion of European artillerymen, t^vo corps of European and two 
monthofAu- battalions of native infantry, with a party of pioneers, amounting to 
about 1277 cavalry, 820 European and 1935 native infantry, exclu- 
sive of artillery and pioneers. 

In addition to tlie troops under the command of major-general Wel- 
lesley, and those stationed at Hyderabad, Poonali, and Moodgul, there 
Guzerjt T7as a fotcef in Guzerat, and in the town and dependencies of Surat, 
amounting to 2913 Europeans, and 4100 natives ; in all 7352 men. 
With a view to afford ample security to the valuable and imponant 


* Corps de reserve at Moodgul. 


Cavalrj'—ssth dragoons, 1 St and 2d raiments *> 
native cavalry - , - S 

European 

, Native. Total. 

431 

— 840 — 1377 

Infantry— Five companies of the 33d, and seven ^ 
companies of the 80lh regiment - 

820 

— 1533 — 2735 

With a proportion of artillery and pioneers. 


About 4032 

t Force in Guzerat. 

Artillery « - European l&s 


Native 339 

Infantry— His 6Jst j^inieat 2S4 


• , 65th — 763 

75th — 5^3 

84lh — S72 



S6th — 815 

. «8th — 148 
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4100 
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province of Guzerac, and at tire same time to have a disposable force 
that might eventually be employed in active operations against the 
enemy, major-general Wellesley (after providing garrisons for Surat, 
Brodera, Cambay, Kareah, Songhiir, Pirrneerah, and eventually for 
Baroach,) divided the reminder of the force in Guzerat, amounting 
to *4281 men, into two detachments ; of wliich one, amounting to 
2187t men, was stationed in front of Brodera, (tire residence of tire 
guikrvar,) to the northward of tire Nerbudda river. The other de- 
tachmentj, consisting of 2094 "men, w.as directed to occupy a position 
south of the Tapteo river, between Songhur and Surat; trvo six- 
pounders were .attached to each corps, and each of tire detachments 
was ordered to be completed with two twelve-pounders and two five- 
and-half-lnch howitzers. The whole of the force in Guzerat was, .at 
the recommendation of major-gener.al Wellesley, placed rrndcr the or- 
ders of colonel Murray, of Iris majesty’s 84th regiment. 


* Abstract. 
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, 603 . From these details it appears, that the total number of British 
troops includintr uarrisons in Guzerat and at Surat {30 / 1 men), pre- 

Abstract itate- r oo tr* 1. 

ncDt of the pared at the conimencement of the month or August to support tnc 
arrangements concluded -with the peishwah, amounted to 54,918* 
men. Of this number about 10,500 men were assembled in the pro- 
vinces lately ceded by the Nawaub vizier to die company, under the 
personal command of die commander in chief general Lake ; about 
5500 men were prepared to invade the province of Bundelcund, and 
to cover the province and city of Benares ; 5216 men were assembled 
• for the invasion of the province of Cuttack; 4281 men were stationed 
as, a field force in Guzerat; 16,823 men were imder the immediate 
command of major-general Wellesley, and destined for active opera- 
tions against the confederated chieftains ; 1997 men were stationed ac 
Hyderabad to ensure the tranquilUty of that city, and the regul^tr 
succession to themusnud'on the contingency of th^nizam's death; 
1598 remained at Poonah for die protection of that capital, and of the 


* Ahstjact of the forces prepared at the corntnencement of August 1803 : 
In Hmdostan, under the personal command of the com-, 

' tnander m chief, general Lake - «- • 

At Allahabad and Mirzapoor - . . - 

In the Dekan, under the immediate personal command of 

general Wellesley - . , 8£K)3 

Subsidiary force under colonel Stevenson | - 7920 

' 

• ' e.Jli Hyderabad - - - _ 

At Poonah - - - ^ 

At^Ioodgul - - , » 4 _ 

On the march from Moodgul - - _ _ 

Field force in Guzerat - - . 

Garrisons at ditto, and at Sur^ - - - _ 

For the invasion of Cuttack 


Total (eaclusiye of gun lascarsrpioneers-, artificer:, and 
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person of the peishwah ; 1900 were on their march from Moodgul, to isos, 
join the troops -under major-general Wellesley ; and 4032 men occu- 
pied a favourable position in the doab of the Kistna and Toombudra 
rivers, under tire command of major-general Campbell 

It may be proper to sttxte, in this place, that the expected death of 
his highness the nizam took place at Hyderabad on the 6th of Au- 
gust 1803. His highness*s eldest son Mirza Seconder Jali -was 
immediately proclaimed successbr to the soubahdarry of the Dekan. 

On the 7th of August Mirza Secunder Jah took his seat on the mus- 
nud, to wliich he -was conducted by the resident at Hyderabad, and 
by rajali Ragotim Rao, the deputy of Itis late ^lighness’s prime mi- 
nister Azim-ul-Omra, and received the congratulatory presents of all 
the principal officers of his government at Hyderabad. * . 

The event of the late nizam’s death did not occasion any inter- 
ruption of the public tranquillity ; and the accession of Mirza Secun- 
der Jah -was generally acknowledged by die younger sons of his 
late highness, and by all the officers and subjects of his higlmess’s 
government. 

The preservation of .tranquillity at Hyderabad at that important 
crisis must be ascribed principally to the position of the British 
arnues under the command of major-general Wellesley and colonel 
Stevenson, and of the corps de reserve stationed at Moodgul, for die 
purpose of eventually proceeding to Hyderaba’d, if the situation of 
afHirs at that capital should render such a movement expedient or 
necessary for the preservation of tranquillity, and for securing the- 
regular order of- succession on the death of the nizam— 
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The object of dicse notes ■vrill novr be directed to the statement of 
the progress of the British arms, in the contest in -^vluch the British 
government of 'India has been unavoidably involved u-ith the confe- 
derate Marhatta cHeftains. 


Apni 2 ^,h. Major-generalWellesley thought k proper, towards the close of the ^ 
month of April, to order colonel Stevenson to collect the subsidiary* 
joerfstereason force and the nizam’s troops at Gardoon, and to march to the north- 
uonoffhe ward towards Auningabad for the protection of that part of the 

rizam’* f on- ® ^ . 

nizam’s frontier. 


. rOiigabad. 


The detachment -under the command of colonel Stevenson* con- 
sisted of two companies of European artillery, one regiment of 'Eu- 
ropean infan^, two regiments of native cavalry, and sis battalions 
of native infantry, with a fine train of artillery, and a large body of 
.‘the nizam’s cavalry and disdplined infirntry. — 


joa*4 j With a view to the settlement of the peishwah’s territories, and to 
await the issue of the negotiation with the confederate Marhatta 
Poonahfoiihe cliiefcams, major-eeneral Wellesley marchtd from Poonah with the 
the pnshwab’i main body of the forces imder his command on the 4th of June, and 
juie 14. on the 14th of the same month encamped at Walkee, within a short 
distance of Ahmednuggur, a strong fort belonging to Dowlut Rao 

• Xbslnct of the force under colonel Slcvcnson, from tlie relum of the 25th June 1603 : 
Uatire caraliy' .. » _ ^ - qqO 

European arfHIery - ' • - , - 120 

Ditto infantry (bis majesty's Scotch brigade) 778 
Natirc in&ntr)’ - - . 6113 


'With 27G gun laicars and E02 


Sdndiah 
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Scindiah at the distance of about eighty miles from Poonali. ' The '' isoi. 
force under the command of major-general Wellesley-^ amounted to 
one regiment of European and three regiments of native cavalry, two 
companies of European artillery, two regiments of European and six^ 
battalions of native infantty, -witli a considerable train of artilleiy, a ' 
laige proportion of artillery lascars and native pioneers, ‘and a body 
of 2400 horse furnished by the rajah of Mysore. The army under 
general Wellesley was also accompanied by an inconsiderable propor- 
tion of the contingent of troops (about 3000 horse) which the peish- 
wah is required to furnish by tlie treaty of Basscin. There is no 
reason however to ascribe this deficiency to any want of inclination 
on the part of his highness to adhere to tlie faith of his engagements 
with the British .government. The peishwali’s contingent and the 
rajah of Mysore’s cavalry occupied a position at Sargaiee, about twenty 
miles south-east of Ahmednuggur. 


Major-general Wellesley received intelligence of the issue of the comiBNce- 
British resident’s negotiation with Scindiali and the rajah of Berar on tiIitws mU* 
the 6th of August 1803, but was prevented from moving by a " 
very heavy fail of rain which lasted for three days, and wliich had 
rendered the road from Walkee to Ahmednuggur totally impassable. 

The weather cleared up however on the 7di; and on tlie 8th of Au- Augusts 
^st major-general Wellesley commenced liis march towards the ’ 


* Force under major-general Wellesley, 
Cavalr)'.— His majesty’s igth dragoons and> 
the 4th, 5th, and 7th regts. native cavalij, J 
Artillery ’ - 

Infantry. — His majesty’s 74th and 78th regts^** 
and SIX bauahons of sepoys ^ 

With 357 artillery lascars and 653 Madras pioneers^ 


European, Native. Total. 

,384 — 1347 — 1731 

172 

1368 — 5631 — 6999 

Total 8903 

fortress 
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1503 . ’ fortress of Ahmednuggur, the fortified town of wliicli was on die 
momine of the same' day attached and carried by escalade. On ar- 
riv^g within a short distance of the fortress, three pames ere im- 
mediately formed for the purpoce of assaulting die fortified town. 
The party on die left, commanded by lieutenant- colonel Harness as 
brigadier of the day, consisted of two flank compames of lus ma- v. 
jest)*s 78th regiment, and the advanced picquets; the centre attack 
was composed of eight companies of the 74th regiment with some 
sepoys, under the orders of Keutenint-colonel Wallace; and the 
party on the right was commanded by captain Vesey, who had under 
his orders the two flank companies of the 74di, and-the 1st battahon 
of the 3d regiment native infantry. 

e 

The attack under captain Vesey succeeded without difficulty ; but 
the scaling ladders of the party on the left, under lieutenant-colonel 
Harness, were placed against apart of the wall whicli had no rampart, 
and the troops were fired upon from the inside of the town as soon 
as they had reached the top of the ladders, without the possibility of 
descending into the town to charge the enemy. Colonel Harness, 
finding that he could not obtain a footing on the wall, drew off the 
party, and entered the town at another point. In the mean time, his 
centre attack under lieutenant-colonel Wallace bad moved on and 


placed ' the ladders against a bastion, which ^hey earned with great 
ease. The enemy made some resistance in'e^'^treets, and a party of 
Arabs actually charged the grenaffiersp^^ScL They were instantly 
repulsed, ‘and put to flight ; was soon afterwards eva- 

by the, enemy, who. had suffered some loss. On the 10th of 
|SSn5° August batteries were openrf^against the fort, which surrendered on 
month.'_ -nie offidal details of this operation 
are so complete, that it will be sufficient to refer to the nrinted copy 
3 • - ■ 
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of major-generanVellesIeys dispatch of the 12th* of Au^st to tlie leoa. 
eovernor ceneral, which is annexed to these Notes, of 

® T '• . ' Ue cfficiat Ga 

Bettes are coo> 

Tile possession of this fortress is of peculiar importance to the pro- 
secution of our military operations, by securing the communication 
with Poonah, and by affording a depot for supplies of provisions and 
military stores. Major-general Wellesley, immediately after the cap- 
ture of the fort, proceeded to take possession of all the districts depen- 
dent 'on AhmednuggUTj yielding an estimated annual revenue of 
6,34,000 rupees. These districts were placed under the temporary 
management and authorit)' of a British officer. 

A respectable garrison was also stationed in Ahmednuggur ; and 
every other arrangement being completed, majoi-general Wellesley 
moved to the Godavery river, which he crossed with the whole of his • 
army by the 24th of August, ' ^ Au^uitsc 

On the 29th of August major-general Wellesley arrived at Aurun-' Auguuaa 
gabad. Dowlut Rao Sclndiah and the rajah of Berar had on the 24th 
of August entered the territories of the nizam by the ghaut of Ad- 
juntce, with a large body of horse. TKey'passed between colonel Ste- 
venson’s corps (wluch had moved to the eastward towards the Badowly 
ghaut) and Aurungabad, and reached Jalnapoor, a small ffirt, tlie ca- 
pital of a district of the same name, about forty miles east from Au- 
rungabad, As soon as the enemy heard of major-general Wellesley’s 
arrival at Aurungabad, they moved to the soutli>vard and eastward, 

Tnth .an intention, as it was reported, to cross the Godavery, and march 
upon Hyderabad. Major-general Wellesley immediately marched to 
the banks of that river, and continued to move to the eastward 
along its left bank. The river, at that period of time, was ford- 
able 
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able in every 'part; wHcb is a circumstance thk vras never before 
known to have’ happened at that season of the year. 


This movement checked the enemy’s operations to the southward, 
and they ^immediately retnmed to the northward of Jalnapoor. It 
also afforded complete protection to two important convoys of grmn . 
and treasure, which had been detached by lieutenant-general Stuart 
from Moodgul, and of which the -last convoy under major Hill 
joined major-general Wellesley’s force oh the ISth of September. 


Jalnapeor 
bicenon theSd 
fif Septeober 


Cat SUTCBion 
turpKsM the 
tneny'« eanp 
9th 


Colonel Stevenson returned from the eastward on the 1st of Sep- 
tember, and on the 2d attacked and carried the foit of Jalnapoor. 
While general Wellesley was engaged in covering the advance of Hs 
convoys, and in prevenemg the enepiy from crossing the Godavery 
river, colonel Stevenson made several attempts to bring the confede- 
rates to action. He was successful in the night of the 9tii of Sep- 
tember in surprising their camp, but the nattire of the attack makes 
it impossible to know the exact amount of the loss which the enemy 
sustained on that occasion. _ 


During their incursion towards the Godavery river, the enemy’s ir- 
regular horse occasioned little injury to tie rdzam’s territories, and 
in many places they were defeated by the common peons^ stationed 
in the different villages which they attacked. Finding that this mode 
of warfare jvas not attended with success, the confederate chieftains de- 
termined to change their plan of operations, and moved to tie north- 
ward, near the Adjuntee pass, where ^ey vrtre joined by a detachment 
. } 

h * Peonvincgular infantry of the 'Roist Und, tceaeral|y erogloyed^ in .die ifcillectjon of 
die revenue.. • * * . 
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of regular infantry (under the command of monsieur Pohlman and 
monsieur Dupont), consisting of sixteen battahons^, witli a large and 
■well equipped train of artillery. The whole of the enemy’s army was 
collected about Bokerdun, and betiveen that place and Jaffierabad. 

On the 21st of September the two corps under the command of sutsept 
major-general Wellesley and colonel Stevenson met at Budnapoor ; 
and it was determined that the two divisions should move separately 
towards the enemy, and attack tliem on the morning of the 24:th, 

The disposition whicli the confederates had hitherto manifested to 
avoid an action, and the necessity of making a vigorous effort against 
tlieir mam force, afforded no other means of effecting these import- 
ant obj’ects than tlie plan adopted on this occasion by major-general 
Wellesley. With this view, the two divisions marched on the 22d, sjdsept.. 
colonel Stevenson by the western route, and major-general Welles- 
ley by the eastern route round the lulls between Budnapoor and 
Jalna. 



The division under major-general Wellesley marched to Paugy on 
the 22d of September, and on the 23d to Naulnair, at which place 
intelligence was received tliat the combined armies of Scindiah and 
the rajah of Berar were encamped at the distance of about six 


■ Monsieur Pohlman’s brigade - - - 6000 J 

Monsieur Dupont’s - - - » « 2400 1 


Tour battalions belonging to Begum Snmroo 2000 


Ordered back towards the end of 
August from Boorhanpoor. Tw o 
battalions had already crossed 
thcTap^c on their way to that 
place,-\\hen the whole bngdde 
rccei\cd orders to return and join 
Semdtah's camp. 


Total infantrt, cxclusuc of nrliIlcr)Tuen, 
end of the njali of Berar’s mfmir> 


K S>1 


miles 
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,bo 3 . miles from the ground on which general Wellesley had Intended to 
encamp. 

BATTtiof \j- General "Wellesley immediately determined to attaclc tlie enemy, 
vk-v instead of waiting until the morning of the 24th for the arrival of 
iheAppfadii. coloncl Stevenson. If general Wellesley had not adopted this judi- 
cious and spirited resolution, the enemy would probably have haras- 
sed him during the whole day of the 23d ; and as he could afford no 
other security to the baggage of his army, than the intrenchments 
which he might be enabled to construct, it must have been exposed to 
loss if he had waited until the 24th i at all events, he would have been 
obliged to leave more than one battalion for the protection of the 
baggage. By attacking on the 23d, the enemy would be kept in ig- 
norance respecting the position of the baggage of our army : and in 
addition to these circumstances, there was every reason to believe that 
the enemy would learn that colonel Stevenson was on his march to 
attack them on the 24th ; in which case, it was extremely probable 
that they would vtithdraw their guns and infantry in the course of 
the night of the 23d, in order that they might avoid the combined 
attack of the British anmes on the 24th. The immediate attack 
of the enemy, therefore, was a measure of prudence as well as of 
courage,^ , , 

Having provided for the security of his ^ and stores, which 

were left at Naulnair, under the pro^ction of a battalion of sepoys 
and four hundred^ men taken from native corps, general AVel- 
lesley moved on towards the army of the confederates, which he found 
encamped between and along the. course of two rivers, tiie Kaicna 
and the Juah, towards their junction. Their line extended east and 
west along the north' bank of the Raima river, the banks of which 
are high and rocky, and are impassable for guns, excepting at places 
close to the villages. 

The 
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The right of The enemy, -winch consisted entirely of cavalry, -was 
posted in the vicinity of Bokerdun, and extended to their line of in- 
fantry, which was encamped in the neighbourhood of the fortified 
village of Assye. The British army had marched fourteen miles to 
Naulnair; and the distance from that place to. the enemy’s camp 
being six miles, it was one o’clock in the afternoon before the Bridsh 
troops came in sight of the combined army of the confederates. 

Although major-general Wellesley arrived in front of the right of. 
the enemy, he determined to attack their left, where the guns and in- 
fantry were posted; and accordingly marched round to their left 
flank, covering tlie march of the column of British infantry by the 
British cavalry in tlte rear, and by the Marhatta (thepeishwah’s) and 
Mysore cavalry on the right flank. - ^ 

The British troops passed the river Kaitna at a ford beyond tho 
enemy’s left flank, near the village of Pepulgaon. Major-general 
Wellesley formed tlte infantry in cwo lines, with tho British cavalry as 
a reserve in a tltird, in an open space between the Kaitna and the 
Juah rivers, which run nearly parallel.- The peishwah’s and the My- 
sore cavalry* occupied the ground beyond, or to the soutliward of 
the Kaitna river on the left fl.ank of the British troops, and kept in 
check a large body of tho enemy’s cavalry, wlilch had followed gene- 
ral Wellesley’s route from the right of their own position. ’Tlie first 

• This corps has performed all the duties of light troops ssith general -Wellesley’s army 
since us march from Mjsore in March 1603, (during which time they were frequently 
cngtgcdmth the enemy,) with a degree ofalacnty and zeal which has seldom been dis- 
pl3)cd by troops of this descnption. .To the credit of the gotemment of Mysore, this 
body ofcasalry IS as regularly paid as the British troops. The pcishwah’s troops have also 
conducted ibcmsciros in a manner to ment approbation. 

line 
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line of' major-general AVellesley’s infantry consisted of the advanced ^ 
picquets to the right, two battalions of sepoys, and his majesty’s 78th 
regiment; the second, of his majesty’s, 74th regiment and two batta- 
lions of sepoys ; and the diird, of his majesty’s 19th dragoons with 
three regiments of ii<atlve cavalry. 

The number of British troops engaged appears to have amounted 
to about 1200 cavalry, European and native, 1300 European infantry 
and artillery, and 2000 sepoys ; in all about 4500 men. The force of . 
the enemy consisted of sixteen regular battalions of infantry’^ (amount- 
ing to 10,500 men^ commanded by European officers, a well equipped 
train of artlller)' exceeding in number one hundred guns, and some 
very large bodies of horse, consisting, it is stated, (and as it would 
appear from a reference to tlie smtement of the forces of the con- 
federates as they stood at die commencement of the mondi of 
August,) of between 30 and 40^000 men. . 1 

The enemy commenced a cannonade, but with little effect, as the 
British troops advanced to the Kaitna river, and, having discovel'ed 
general Wellesley’s intendon to attack their left, changed the posi- 
tion of their infantry and guns, which no longer, as at first, was 
along the north bank of the Kaitna river, hut extended from that 
' river across to the village of Assye-upon the Juah river, which was 
upon the right of the British army. A second line was formed 
nearly at right angles to the rear of the enemy’s first line, witli its 
left towards the village of Assye, .^d., its rear to the Juah river, 
along the bank of which it extended in a westerly direction from the 
village of Assye. ^ General Wellesley mimcdiately attacked the enemy, 

Scindtah’s irregular infantiy, are not included m 


and 
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and "the British troops advanced under a veiy severe fire from tlie isos, 
enemy’s cannon, the execution of which was terrible. The British ' 
artillery had opened upon die enemy at the distance of four hundied 
yards; but general Wellesley finding tharit pioduced little effect on 
the enemy’s powerful and extensive line of infantry and guns, and 
that his guns could not advance on account of the number of men 
and bullocks wliich had been disabled, ordeied liis artillery to be 
left behind, and the whole line to move on : at the same time major- 
general Wellesley directed lieutenant-colonel’Maxwell, with the British i 
cavalry, to take care of the right of the infantry as the^line advanced 
towards die enemy, who were soon compelled -(notwidistanding 
their tremendous cannonade) to fall back upon the second fine in 
front of die Juah river. The picquets of (he infantry and the 74th 
regiment, which were on the right of. general Wellesley’s first and 
second fines, suffered particularly from die fire of the guns on the left 
of the enemy’s position near Assye. The 74th regiment was so 
diinned by the enemy’s cannonade, that a body of the enemy’s ca- 
valry was encouraged to charge' it, at the moment when the regiment 
was 'most exposed to this fire; bur the enemy were charged .jn turn 
by die British cavalry, who had been directed to protect the right 
pf general Wellesley’s fine, and who drove die enemy with great 
slaughter into the Juah river. At length the' enemy’s fine, over- 
awed by the steady advance of the British troops, gave way in every 
direction ; and the British cavalry, who h.ad crossed to the northward 
of the Juali river, cut in among their broken Infantry, and charged the 
fugitives along the bank of dip river with the greatest effect. Genera! 
Wellesley’s force was not equal in numbers to the duty of securing all 
his advantages in the heat of the action; and many of the enemy’s guns, 
which had been left in liis rcar,_were turned again upon die British 
tpoops by individuals, who having throivn themselves upon die ground 
nc.ar the enemy’s gims, had been passed by .the British line under the 

supposition 
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supposldoh tWt they were deadj.and who availed themselves of ‘this 
artifice (which is often practised by the troops composing the armies 
of native powers in India) to continue for some time a very heavy 
fire. 

Some of the enemy *s corps however went off in good order, and 
lieutenant-colonel Mawell was killed in charging with the British 
cavalry (who had recrossed the Juah river) a body of infantry which 
* had retired, and was again formed. Some time elapsed before the 
fire which the enemy kept up from the guns which they had man- 
ned in the rear of the Brirish Imc could be stopped ; and general 
Wellesley was himself obliged to take the 78tli regiment and the 7th 
regiment native cavalry to effect this object. In the course of this 
operation the general’s horse was shot under liim. The enemy’s 
cavalry also, which had been hovering round the British troops 
throughout the acdon, still continued near general Wellesley’s line.' 
In a short time, however, the body of the enemy’s infantry, which 
had formed again, and had been charged by the British cavalry, gave 
way; and general Wellesley having compelled the parties of the 
enemy in the rear of his line to abandon the guns which they had 
seized and turned against the British troops, the victory was decided, 
and tlie enemy retreated, leaving twelve hundred men dead on the 
field of battle, the whole country covered with r^eir wounded, and 
in the possession of the Bntish troops, ^ninety-eight pieces of can- 
non, seven standards, their camp equTpage, a great number of bul- 
locks and camels, and a large rquantify of military stores and am- 
munition. ? 

During this severe and brilliant acdon, the conduct of major-general 
■Wellesley nmted a degree of ability, prudence, and of dauntless spirit, 
seldom ogualled and never surpassed. It is impossible to bestow any 
, commendadon 
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conunendation superior to the shill, magnanimitj-, piomptitude and 
judgment displayed bj major-general Wellesley on tins, memorable 
occasion-, nor can any instance be adduced from tlie aimals of our mi- 
litary glory of more exemplai^' order, firmness, discipline, and alacrity, 
than was manifested by the British troops in every stage of the arduous 
contest which preceded the splendid victory of Assye. 1 he whole 
line, led by geneial Wellesley m peisonj^idvanced to the charge 
witli 'the greatest braveiy and steadiness, without its guns, against a 
most severe and destructive fire of round and giape, until within a 
very short distance of the enemy; whom tlie Bntish troops compelled 
(notmthstanding tlieir superior numbers), at the point of the bayonet, 
to abandon their guns, and to rehnquish die field of battle, which Scin- 
diah*s infantry had maintained mdi much obstinacy for more than 
diree hours. Several officers in general Wellesley's army, who have 
served during die late campaigns in the continent of Europe, have 
declared, that it is no disparagement to die French artilleiy to say, tliat 
cannon, were never better served than by die enemy at Assye on the 
2Sd of Septcmbci j but, nonvithstandmg tins circumstance, and the 
appearance of large bo^cs of die enemy’s cavalry, who several dmes 
manifested a disposition to charge general Wellesley’s line, the Bridsh 
troops, animated by die gallant spirit of dieir general, and emulating 
the noble example of his zeal and courage, exhibited a degree of re- 
solution, firmness, and discipline, which completely overawed die 
enemy’s cavalry and infantry, and forced them both to- retire with the 
loss of 1200 men killed in the field of battle, besides a vast number of 
wounded, scattered over the coimtry in the vicinity of the field of bat- 
tle. It is reported that Scindiah’s principal minister received a wound 
indie action, of which heaften\ards died, and an European officer 
(apparently of rank) was also cut down, and afterwards found dead on 
the field of battle. 


'The 
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ism. rhQ loss sust:uned by the British troops m tins glorious and decisive 
action -^vas very severe, and (as v.'ell as the number and description of 
tlie ordnance t-iJten from the enemy), is exhibited in major-general 
Wellesley’s official dispatch, which (together wth the general orders 
issued by the governor general m council, on this memorable occasion) 
forms a number in the Appendix to these Notes. 

Colonel Stevenson with the corps under lus command joined 
major-general Wellesley on the evening of the 24tli, and was imme- 
diately detached in pursuit of the enemy. Colonel Stevenson had 
experienced several impediments, which prevented liis joimng major- 
general Wellesley so soon as was expected: but no blame can be im- 
puted to chat gallant officer, ^whose conduct has always been distin- 
guished by the greatest zeal, activity, and public spirit. 

rtettbf e Ou the 8di of October major-general Wellesley received a letter from 
vd the camp of Scindiah, signed by Ballajee Khoonjur*, one ofScindiah’s 
ministers, requesting tliat major-general Wellesley would dhpatch a 
officer, together with an officer of the soubah of the Detail to 
r««e- the enemy’s camp, for the purpose of negotiating terms of peace 
bcTOcen the allies and tlic confederate hlarhatta chieftains. Major- 
general Wellesley refused to comply with the request of Ballajee 
Khoonjur; first, because in the appUc.ation of Ballajee Khoonjur no 
reference was made to the authority eUh5’y)^owIut Rao Scindiah or 
the rajali of Berar, and consequemj*. not certain that the 

application proceeded from cithcr^o»-^.«. y cKiefwlns, either or both of 

i ' 

Ealliyee Khoonjur was oripnallgil^O lii^highncss the peishvvah fromBassem 

toDowlat Kao Scindjah, for th^ . of txd-unm? to that chiefuin the nature of the 
engagements concluded by l!^ . h- an an Uhc British government j but,viththe ac- 
customed vcnattlily and trea^^-v i.f'aM^rhatta politician, Ballajee Khoonjur has subse- 
«iucntly auacbed himself t/s 'toitejr/Scindiah. 


whom 



'wliom might hereafter disavow the act of Ballajcc Khoonjur; and, 
secondly, because the presence of a British oflicer in die enemy’s camp 
at tliat moment, would liavc tended to raise the spirits of die enemy’s 
troops, and to prevent dieir dispersion, and would have been represented 
by the enemy as an attempt on die part of the British government to 
sue for peace: but sigmhed at die same time his disposition to receive 
at die British camp, widi eveiy mark of honour and respect, any person 
duly empoweicd by the direct audiority of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, or 
of the rajah of Berar, to propose terms of peace to the allied powers. 

The confederates having collected the remains of their broken army, 
and moved to the wcsnvai d along die bank of the Tapteo, probably wiVh 
a view to proceed to die southward, by die road wliich leads by the 
Caserbary ghaut and Alimednuggur, to Poonali, general Wellesley de- 
termined not to descend die Adjuntce ghaut with die division under 
Ids immediate command, but to remain to the southward, and to ic- 
gulate his movements by those of the enemy. Colonel Stevenson, 
however, was directed to continue his route to Boorhanpoor’*^} and 
there can be little doubt but diat the fall of diat city, and of die strong 
and important hill fort of Asscerghur (which has been denommated 
the key of the Dekan), will soon add anodier'triumpli to die Bridsli 
arms on the western side of India. 

Wliilc major-general Wellesley was employed in watching the mo\ c- 
ments and checking die inroads of die armies of Dowlut Rao Scmdiali 

Authentic ad\ices hate since been rcccitcd from the resident atHjdenhad, under date 
the 6th of November, announcing the surrender of this city to the forcev under the com- 
mand of colonel Stevenson on the iGthof October; and jhe capitulation of tlic fort of 
Asseerghiir, situated about twentj miles north-cast oFBoorlianpoor, to colonel Stevenson on 
the Cist of the same month. The garrison of A«5ccrghur are prisoners ot war. A vaqueel 
of high rank from Donlut Rao S^mdiahhas alsoamicd in tlic camp ol iinjor-gcncral 
Wellesley for the purpose of negotiating a peace.— Vide the ofTicnl GazeUta m Appx.n- 
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and tlie rajali of Berar, these chieftains leceived the most severe blo^\ s 
from the successes of the other divisions of the British armies, who 
weie employed in the operations against the provinces of Guzerat nn 
the westci-n, and of Cuttack on the eastern side of India. 

In conformity to the plan of operations suggested to the govern- 
fhe'pr'o^cc"of mcnt of Bombay by major-genoial Wellcsley, under the orders of the 
governor general, lieutenant-colonel "Woodington of tlie Bombay ^»s- 
tablishment, with a lespectable detachment composed of his majesty’s 
86th regiment, and a -proportion of European artillery and native 
A»gu*t 2 i infantry, marched from Baroda on the 21st of August, and encamped 
Angnit 2 S. Within two milcs of the fort of Baroach on the 23d. On the 24th 
lieutenant-colonel AVoodmgton moved on to Bargood, and found the 
enemy in front of the pettah, ready to receive him. The enemy was 
soon compelled to retreat into the fortj and on the following inornitig 
lieutenant-colonel Woodington attacked and took possession of tlfe 
^ pettah on the western face of the fort of Baroach. 


Bardath The fort of BaroacK was stormcd and catTied on tlic 29th of Aujmst* 
which general Lake, on the north-west frontier of Oude 
(a direct distance of about six hundred miles) attacked and compelled 
monsieur Perron’s forces to quit the field of battle near Coel. 

The breach was reported to be practi^blc ut onc jA. M. on the 29tlij 
but lieutenant-colonel Woodingto^wav induced to'Selay the assault 
until tlirce o’clock P. M., not that ho plight profit by the assist- 
ance of the Fury gun-vessel ^(f\in aimed boat, which it was expected 
would arrive in time to talte their stauons opposite to tlie fort, but 
that it appeared to coloncl‘\Voodingtdn, that the proposed time for the 
assault was a likely hojfr to find die ^nemy off their guard. The vessel 
and the armed boat however tlid not arrive in time to afford ai\y 
assistance. Tlie storndng party, consisting of 100 Europeans and 2Qo 

nativtjs. 
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natives, was led by captain' Richardson of his majesty’s 86th regiment, 
supported by "a second party, amounting to one hundred and fifty 
Europeans and tsvo hundred and Efty natives, under the command of 
major Cuyler of the same legimeHt. The lescivc, under captain Be- 
thune of die Bombay establishment, was composed of one hundred 
Europeans and one hundred sepoys. > 

The enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to the attack of die troops, 
but were soon compelled to ictreat and to abandon the fort, which was 
completely carried with litde losson tire part of the British troops. After 
.captain Richardson had obtained possession of the first gatew.ay, major 
Cuyler, widi the suppoiting party, pushed on so rapidly that he over- 
took a part)’ of Arabs before they could effect their csc.ipe out of the 
fort, andHlIedabout two hundred in die attack. The enemy also lost 
several horses during the attack on diis party of Arabs, which was 
composed of cavalry and Infantry. The casualties on the part of the 
Bridsh troops during die siege of Baroach were not severe, and are 
detailed in the official gazette of die 3d of Octobei 1803, svhich is an- 
neved to these Notes. Together with the fort of Baroach, the honour, 
able company obtained possession of the distiict of diat name, uhicli 
yields an estimated annual icvenue of eleven lies of nipees. 

After the capture of Baroach, lieutenant-colonel Woodington pro- Con^uwotibc 
ceeded to reduce the district of Champancer, wliich was die only ter- ch^^p^irer 

• • • o • 1 • 1 • e* i-1 completed I 7 tli 

ntory remaining to bandiali m the province of Guzeratj and after- septnabtr 
■wards attacked the fort ofPowanghur, a strongly fortified lull, with 
the town, of Champancer attached, situated about twenty-five miles 
east of Brodera, on die western confines of the province of Malwa. 

The town or pettah of Champancer was attacked and carried by assault 
with little loss on the part of tlie British troops, and die fort was sum- 
moned to surrender. Tlie killahdar having refused to comply widi 
the summons, preparations were immediately made for the attack of 

the 
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ifi 03 . tlic fort, "which was to have been stormed on tlie 1 itU of September, 
when the fort capitulated and was immediately occupied by die British 
troops. The operations of the army of Bombay in Guzerat were all 
planned and executed widi the greatest judgment, spirit, and courage. 

It has already been stated, that a principal object of the governor 
general’s attention was directed to die formation of an arrangement 
for the occupation of the province of Cuttack. For diis purpose a 
part of die nordiem division of die army under the presidency of 
Fort St. George, commanded by lieutenant-colonel Campbell of his' 
majest)'’s 74th regiment, was ordered to be holden in readiness to pro- 
ceed on diat expedition from Ganjam; and a detacliment, consisting of 
two companies of liis majesty’s 22d regiment, and a part of the 20di 
Bengal regiment, was dispatched from Fort William to reinforce the 
troops under lieutenant-colonel Campbell’s command. The whole of 
that force consisted of five hundred and seventy-diree Europeans of 
his majcsc)'’s and the honourable company’s troops, 2408 sepoys, and a 
party of native cavalry consisting of sixty men. 

The governor general had also directed a detacliment consisting of 
five hundred Bengal native volunteers to proceed by sea, "under tlic 
command of captain Dick, 'for the purpose of occupying the post of 
Balasore. Previously, however, to the departure of this detachment 
from Fort William, intelligence was received, udiich^^^duced tlie 
governor general to consider it possible" that the Mj^atta forces in 
Berar had been reinforced, and that aA^Igorous opposition might be 
expected at the fort of Cuttack, as^ well as, during' the advance of the 
Briosh troops fro^' Ganjam. ^ 

Tlus circumstance determined the governor general to send captain 
Dicks detachment, "with^pme additional battering guns, direct to 
Ganjam, for the purpose^ reinforcing the main body of the British 

troops 
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troops advandng from tliat quarter; and thc.detachment accoidingly 
embarked'- from Port WUUam on die SOdi of August. 

In consequence of a severe illness, lieutcmant-colonel Campbell was 
tendered miable to proceed wldi the detaclunent from G.inj.-un. The 
governor general diereforc, at the express solicitation of lieutenant- 
colonel Campbell, dicn confined to his bed by a violent fever, dis- 
patclied on the 28di of August his military secretary lieutenant-colonel 
Haicourt, of his majestj-’s 12dr regiment of foot, to Ganjam, for die 
pui-pose of taking die command of the troops assembled at that station. 
The governor general also directed a second detachment of five hun- 
dred native volunteers, a proportion of artillerj' men, four field 
pieces, and a proportion of stores, to embark under die command of 
captain Morgan of the Bengal esuiblishment, on the ISdi of Sopterabor, 
from Fort William, and to occupy Balasorc. Anodicr detachment was 
at die same time formed at Jelasoro, under the command of lieu- 
tenant-colonel Fergusson of the establishment of Bengal, consisting of 
770 sepoys and 81 men of the governor general’s body guard, with two 
galloper guns, for the purpose of advancing into the province of 
Cuttack, and forming a junction with die detachment at B.ilasoro, 
when the state of die intermediate countrj', and the progress of the 
main division under lieutenant-colonel Harcoiu t, should favour that 
movement. This detachment was supported by a force of eight hun- 
dred sepoys and some artillery, assembled .at Midiiapore, wliich was af- 
terwards reinforced by about five hundred native volunteers, who left 
Fort Wilham for diat purpose towards the end of the month of Sep- 
tember. ‘ ' ’ 


* Battering guns, a.c. with captain Dick : 

Four cightccn-pmmtlcr non gutts— four twcKc ditto — ^twoCte and a half inch liouit- 
zers, with a due proportion of shelh — 1000 cightccn-imundcr shot — 1000 twelve-pounder 
ditto, with a rpiantity ol stores, materials, inuenching tools, &c. See, 


Hie 
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1803 . The total number of troops assembled for the invasion of the pro- 
Ablsri.e. '’'“S of Cuttack, therefore, amounted to 4916 men*: of this munber 
rh'”TOp'“Si 3041 formed the main detachment, which was to advance from Ganjam 
SraraSltS under the command of lieutenant-colonel Harcourt, wlio tvas appointed 
to the general command of all the forces employed on this service ; five 
hundred men were on their way under captain Dick to reinforce lieu, 
tenant-colonel Harcourt; five hundred and twenty-one (including 
twenty-one artillery men) under the command of captain Morgan, were 
destined to occupy Balasore ; 854 were stationed at Jclasore, ready to 
advance whenever that movement might be deemed advisable ; and 
' 1300 remained at Mldnapore, to support tlie troops at Balasore 

and Jelasorc, and to afford at the same time protection to tlte frontier 
of the company’s tcriitones against the incursions of any of the rajah 
of Berar’s predatory horse. ' 

atpums-rs On thc 8th of September the troops \mder the command of lieu- 
tenant-colonel Campbell commenced their march from Gangam. On 


* Abstract of the force assembled for thc imasion of Uie province of Ctiltacl., under the 
command of lieutenaiU*colonel Harcourt: 


European infantr)’, 
Natueinfantr), 
Native cavalry. 


With captain DicV, 
XV'Frh captain itforgan, 
Wilh lieutenant- 
Sepo) Sf 
Cavalr), 


colonel FergU' 




573 

240S 

Co 






— soil 
*■^500 
^321 

81 


Total^ctually assemblffd^. 

At Mldnapore, -J 
tV 

Total that might e'^cntnallj Invc^bcencmploj'ed 


- 854 

4916 

1300 

6216 
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the Uth of September lieutenant-colonel Harcourt arrived at Gangam, leoj. 
and took the command of the troops. Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, 

-with the zeal and spirit which he has manifested on so many occasions, 
had endeavotued, norwidistanding his illness, to pioceed with the 
troops from Ganjam, but had been carried back after one day’s march 
, in a state which menaced his life for several weeks, and rendered him 
utterly unable to move witli the expedition. 

On the 14tli of September the British troops conducted by lieu- S-^tcmbcr 14 

. _ , , . , Mill Vpatara 

tenant-colonel Harcourt took possession ot Manickpatam without any utra 
resistance on. the part of die JVIarliattas, who fled on die approach of 
colonel Hai com f s foi ce. 

from diat station lieiitcnant-coloiiel Harcourt dispatched a letter to 
the principal bramms of die pagoda of Jaggeinaur, encouraging them 
to place die pagoda under the piotection of the British troops. 

On the IGtli a favoui able answer was received fi om the bramins, and 
_ a deputation was sent to the British tramp to claim the protection wliich 
had been offered by lieutenant-colonel Harcoiuts and on the 18th the 6ti>t«.k.ti! 
British ti oops encamped at Jaggernaut, ivliicli was immediately evacu- gtmiutoccii^ 
ared by tlieMaihatta forces. 

c The inundated stato^frilio-Jj^^tg^^wevented the inarch of die 
British troops from Jaggernant tinRHl^^^jc^Septcmbei. Dining cpceniJw t 
the march from Jaggernaut to Cuttack the ad'mncSdsc^^is of colonel 
Harcouic’s division •weic frequently engaged wjtlipam5%Q^he enemy’s 
troops, ivho \\ ere alwa) s repulsed with loss, Ou mg, ho^^^r, to a 
very heaiy fall of ram (which hadicndered the roads impassa^^), and 
the consequent rise of the rivers which intervene bcnveen Jaggernaut 
and the town of Cuttack, heutcnant-coloncl Hai court’s pi ogress was 
much retarded, .and die British troops did not Tcich Cuttack undl the 
M 10th 
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lOcli of October, Tvhcn the town was immediately taken possession 
of without opposition on ilic part of the enemy. 

The detachment tinder tlic command of captain Morgan landed at 
Balasore on tlie 21st of September, and succeeded in occnpjdng that 
station after some icsistance on die part of the enemy. On the 1st of v 
October captain Morgan detached two companies of sepoys towards 
Soorong, a post twenty miles south of Balasore, which was dien oc- 
cupied by the enemy. This detachment routed a party posted at a 
village a short distance on the north side of Soojong; and being after- 
wards reinforced by another company, took possession of Soorong on 
die 3d of October ivitliout further resistance. 


Lieutenant-colonel lergusson, with the detachment under his com- 
mand, moved from Jelasore on the 23d of September, and on the 4th 
of October arrived at Balasore w'ithout any opposition. On the lOtli of 
that montli lieutenant-colonel Fergusson marched from Balasore with a 
force*' consisting of about 816 men, in consequence of orders from the 
governor general, directing that officer to proceed to the southward, for 
die purpose of forming a junction widi the troops under the command 
of licutenanc-coIoneT Harcourt .at Cuttack. During the whole of these 
transactions die inhabitants of die province of Cuttack afforded every 
-assistance to die British troops oo didr ^^wdi^^and expressed the utmost 



S3 


sansfaction at the prospect of being soon placed under the protection 
of the British government. 

Lieutenant-colonel Harcourt had been actively employed in prepara- 

tiohs for the siege of die fort of Barabutty at Cuttack. This fort is of 
strengdi, and has only one entrance by a narrow bridge, leading over a 
wet ditch, twentj' feet in deptli, .and varyingin breadth, according to tlie 
sitn.ition of the bastions, from tliirty-fivc to one hundred and tliirtj'- 
five-feet. On the night of die 12di of October a spot was marked out 
for a battery to receive a twelve-pounder, distant about five hundred 
y.ards from the outer gate of the fort. This battery avas completed on 
die night of die 13di, and the tavclvc-poimder placed in it, togedier 
with two howitzers and two six pounders, die whole of which opened 
their fire on die morning of the HUi. By eleven o’clock in the foro- 
noon of that day, most of the defences in the soudi face of die fort 
(against which the fire was directed) werc't.aken olF, and the enemy’s 
guns silenced. Every tiling seemed to promise success to an assault, 
and lieiitenant-colonci Harcourc accordingly ordered lieutenant-colonel 
Clayton to storm the fort, and to adv.ance with one six-pounder, a party 
of artillery-men, tivo hundred Europeans from his majesty’s 22d and 
the Madras European regiments, and four hundred sepoys ‘from the 
20th Bengal, and tlie 9di and 19th regiments of Madras native in- 
fantry. The storming party in passing the bridge were e.xposed to a 
heavy but ill-directed fire of musquetry from die fort, and forty mi- 
nutes elapsed before they succeeded in blowing open the wicket (tlie re- 
maining part of the gate having been strengthened witli thick masses 
of stone). Having accomphshed tlus object, die storming party p.asscd 
diroiigh the wicket singly ; and aldiough diey experienced considerable 
resistance in entering die fort and forcing two other gates, die British 
troops were completely victoiioiis, and obtained possession of thefoit, 
wliich was immediately abandoned by the enemy, uhose loss was con- 
' Ji 2 side! able. 





fidciable. In the course of die assault the storming party took four 
standards of colouis, and manifested the same braver)- and steadiness 
■n.s.viof which has distinguished the conduct of the British armies, in every 
quarter of India, during the progress of die present campaign against 
kuS'jr." Doivlut Rao Sciudiah and the rajah of Bcrar. By the success of the 
eiiioa liv I^ e Britisli arms in the province of Cuttack, the whole of that valuable ' 
S) province (whicli, exclusive of many other important advantages, is in- 

® dispensably necessary to secure a free and uninterrupted communication 

between the supreme govemment of India and the subordinate presi- 
dencies of Fort St. George and Bombay) has been annexed to the domi- 
nions of die honourable company. In consequence of the interruption 
of the commumcation between Ganjam and Fort Wilham throu^ 
Cuttack, .in the course of die present campaign, after the commence- 
ment of die noith-east monsoon, all correspondence between die go- 
vernor general, the governments of Fort Sr. George and Bombay, die 
honourable major-general Wellesle)*, and the residents at Poonali and 
Hyderabad, w,is absolutely suspended ; and the governor general for se- 
veral days was entirely ignorant of die progress of events in diosc 
parts of India, during a crisis of afiairs which, connected widi the 
renewal of war with France, and die probability of liosdlitlcs with 
^ Holland, '-may be considered to be the most important which has ever 

occurred in India. 

fv'- 

regular order of events has dnten-npt<fa/fof the purpose 
bringing into one point of ,.the tra^actions connected 

rf et^n a-id with the military operations ag&ist die,iliMn armies in the Dekan, 

tlrtiUncT gf- under the personal command of-Dowlut Rao Scindiah and of the 
rajah of Berar ; and ^th die destruction of their resources and 
power in the Dekan, ^ and in the provinces of Guzerat on the western 
and of Orissa on the eastern side of India. It will now be proper to 
revert to the transactions which have occurred on the nordi-west 
^ " frontier 
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frontier of Oude, and to esWbit the result of the operations -which 
were entrusted to the personal diiection and command of Ids excellency 
general Lake. 

Similar reasons to those which induced the governor general to 
grant full powers to major-general Wellesley, and eventually to lieu- 
tenant-general Smart, required tliat a temporary autliority should also 
be constituted in the vicinity of the north-west 'frontier of Oude, 
witli full authority to conclude upon the spot whatever arrangements 
might become necessary for the purpose of accomplislung the plan of 
operations proposed by tlie governor general to be earned into execu- 
tion against Dowlut Rao Scindiali’s forces, in that ^quarter of Hin- 
doston. Tlds power could not be exercised with propriety and 
advantage to the public service by any other person than the com- 
mander in chief; and the governor general detcindned tlierefore to 
vest this important and didiatit tnist in die hands of general Lake. 
Accordingly the governor general, on the 27di of July 1803, em- 
powered tilt commander in chief to exercise the general direction and 
control of all political negotiations connected with the opeiations^of 
his army; and, in a pioclamation under date die 30tK July 1803, 
was further pleased to order and command ’all civil' sei-vants, and 
military officers, subject to die' anthoilty of the presidency of Fort 
William, “ to pay an^ immediate and prompt obedience to all such 
“ requisitions or orders as diey might receive from the commander in , 
“ chief;” declaring at die' same time, “ that such lequisidons or 
” orders would be considered as fill] and sufficient vouchers for any 
' “ advance or disbursement of money which such lequisidons or orders 
“ should authorise.” ' . - 

T ^ i 

^VItK a view to occupy a position favourable totlic early commence- 
ment of military operations, in* the eventjof hostilities wltli Scincliah, 

the 
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corps of lior=e, approached sufiidently near to enable the British 
cavalry to fire ^ few rounds from their galloper guns, which succeeded 
in forcing die enemy to retire. Tlie excellent front displayed by the 
Britisli cavalry, and die regular and determined advance of the whole 
army, so completely overawed monsieur Perron and his troops, diat 
they reared as fast as the Brirish troops advanced, and Hnally quitted 
die held widiout venturing to risk an engagement. 

Several attempts were made to charge the enemy’s cavalry’, but 
die rapidity of dielr retreat prevented the possibility of eSecting 
this desirable object. The commander in duef was widi die British 
cavalry die whole day, and charged m person at the head of the 27th 
dragoon'?. 

. Although the early retreat of monsieur Perron’s force prevented 

die commander in chief from bringing him to a general engagement, 
the operations of the 29di of August were attended with benefida! 
consequences, in establishing the superiority of our arms over the 
• ^ power of the enemy : monsieur Perron’s reputation received a pow- 

V.J A-TSfsi* erful shock from the events of dut day ; and the defection of several 
of his confederates demonstrated at once their doubt of his power, 
and dieir coni'icGon of our superioritv. 

After the acdon die commander in cln;^ took pov^sripn of the 
. tov’ii of Coel, and the army cncampcd.r|’di_ uorthwafebfi^''bcnvcen 

die town .and the fort of AUy-Ghur./' * 

- 

singular strcnglU: it ^ s. broad and deep ditch», 

• From one Ki-ndrol lo mo Lindrcd feet la bnatlih, and ibtm -l« o f«l in dcrlh : of 
which ih<Tc aro aln a) < tea feet cf water. 
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with a fine glacis, and tlie country for a mile round is levelled, and 
completely exposed in every point to tlic fire of the fort. There is 
only one entrance, wliich is very intricate, and over a narrow cause- 
way, under which die enemy had commenced a mine, but liad 
omitted to construct a drawbridge; and dius our troops were enabled 
» to pass die ditch on die causeway, and immediately to assail the body 
of the place. 

As soon as die army had tAkcn up its ground near Coel, general 
Lake summoned monsieur Pedron, the commander of Ally-Ghur, to 
surrender die fort ; but after several unsuccessful efforts to save die 
effusion of blood, and to peisuadc the garrison to evacuate the place, 
general Lake found himself compelled to adopt more decisive mea- 
sures, and determined to attempt to cany the fort by assault, rather 
dian by die slower operations of a regular siege. 

In conformity to this resolution, the fort was stormed on the morn- 
ing of die 4th of September. The honourable lieutenant-colonel 
Monson commanded the storming party, consisting of a detachment 
of artillery widi two twelve-pounders, four companies of his majesty’s 
76di regiment, the first battalion 4di regiment native infantry, four 
companies of the second battalion 17di regiment, reinforced after- 
waids by the second battalion 4th regiment native infantr}\ 

Lieutenant-coloncl ISIonson coaductcd'*tK^^tD^cic^\\'idi die utmost 
degree of gallantry, judgment, skill, and fortitude. The troops 
moved down to within six hundred yards of the sortie of die fort 
aboutj three o’clock A. M. There was only one passage across die 
ditch into die fort, and tliis road was followed by heutenant-coloncl 
Monson. , 

N After 
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1S03. ; After Waiting until the hour fixed for the assault (lulf past four 

o’clock), tlK storming party moved on (rincler cover of a licavy fire 
from the British batteries erected for the purpose), and anivcdvritliin 
- one hundred yards of the fore before they v\'cre perceived : as soon, 
however, as colonel Monson saw that he was discovered, he endea- 
voured, by pushing on with die two flank companies of the 7Gtli, to 
enter the fort along with the guard stationed outside of the gates, 
behind a strong breastwork which covered the entrance. The colonel 
succeeded in passing the breastwork, but found the first gate shut. 
Two ladders were immediately applied, on wlncK Maclccd of 

the 7Gth regiment, witli two grenadiers, attempted to mount j but 
tliey were forced to desist by a most formidable row of pikemen, 
who menaced every assailant with certain destruction. A twclvc- 
poundcr was then brought up ; but some time elapsed before it could 
be placed opposite the gate, which was situated in an inconvenient 
direction near the flank of a bastion. Four or five rounds were fired 
before any effect was produced on tlie gate j and during tliis interval, 
which lasted about nventy nunutes, the storming party was exposed 
to a most severe and raking fire of grape and wall-pieces and macch- 
locks. Our principal loss was sustained at this place. Colonel Mon- 
son was wounded here by a pike, discharged, it is thought, from a 
gun s at this spot were also killed rite four grenadier officers and tlio 
adjutant of rite 76th legiment, with' lieutenant Tuftbn of the dth regi- 
ment native infantry. }■ '' 

As soon as tiio first gate ■wa!* blown open, the troops advanced in a 
circular direction {round a strong bastion of masonry, along a narrow 
road, and through ttvo gateways, which were easily forced) to a fourth 
gateway leading into the body of the place j during which time they 
were much annoyed by a heavy cross fire in every direction. It was a 
work of great difficulty before the twelve-pounder could be brought up, 

and 
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and wlien it arrived die gate was too strongly fastened to be forced. iso3. 
Major Macleod, However, pushed dirough the wicket, and entered the 
fore; after which veiy little opposition ensued, and die fort was com- 
pletely carried. The general defence of this fort was very vigorous, 
and lasted for one hour ; and our loss was extremely severe. The 
, French commandant, M. Pedron, was taken prisoner. As soon as the 
Bridsh troops had entered die body of the place, ^ the garrison endea- 
voured to escape in evci*y direction : many jumped into the ditch, 
others were dro^amed. About two thousand were killed j some sur-, 
rendered, and were permitted to quit the fort by the commander in. 
chief, who was close to the fort observing the result of liis bold and^ 
ivell-planned attack. . 5 

A large quantity of stores and oidnance was found in die fort,> 
wnth some tumbrils of money, which the storming party divided on 
die spot. 

i 

nrhe fall of die fort of Ally-Ghur was attended with die acqui-’' 
sirion of most of die military stores belonging to the French party. 

This was the place of residence of monsieur Perron, and it was the 
grand depot of liis nuUtary stores. 

The necessary arrangements for die security of the fort of Ally- 
Ghur and for the march of the army having been completed on 
the 7 th of September, the commander in chief moved on diatday to- 
waids Delhi. A battalion of sepoys was left in Ally-Ghur, and a 
drawbridge applied to die gateway : the place may now be considered 
as impregnable to any natii e power. 

On the 7 di of September the commander in chief received a letter septeaibc - 1 
under date die Sth of September from monsieur Perrbn, informine* 

® tecQonoftbe 

K 2 tile £OTe«- 
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iM the commander in chief that he had resigned the service of Dowlut 
Rao 'Sdndiah, and requesting pejmission to pass with his family, pro- 
perty, and the officers of his suite, to Lucknow, tlirough the territory 
of the honouiablc company and of tlie Niwaub vizier. Monsieur 
Perron also applied to the commander in chief for a sufficient escort, to 
be^ composed either of British troops or his own body guard. Gene- 
ral Lake immediately complied with monsieur Pcnbn’s request, and 
permitted monsieur Perron to proceed through the British teiritories 
attended by a British officer, who had been appointed to meet mon- 
sieur Perron on the frontier, and to conduct liim to Lucknow. Ge- 
neral 'Lake also permitted monsieur Perron to be escorted by his own 
body guard, and provided for tlic reception of monsieur Perron in the 
company’s territories and those of die Nawaub vizier with every mark 
of respect and honour. 

! 1 

^«picini*re On the 8th of September die army reached Koorjah, a fort, of some 
ph abandoned stTengtli, about thirty miles distant from Ally-Ghur, which had been 

by the eaemy , . i . . . ^ 

evacuated by the gai nson on receiving die intelligence of the fall of that 
fortress. It is also probable that the capture of Ally-Ghur was one of 
the causes of M. Perron’s determination to solicit the protection of the 
British government. M. Perron, however, stated that his reason for 
retiring proceeded from his having received intelligence that liis suc- 
cessor had been appointed, and was actually on his way to take posses- 
iiso observed, fhaC'tl^'U’^chcry and 
ingratitude of his European officers convinced liim that further resist- 
ance to the British arms was usdess. 

About this period the commander in chief received intelligence of 
the surrender to the enemy of a detachment of five companies of sepoys 
with one gun^ under the command of lieutenant-colonel Coningham at 
Shekoabad. ^ This small body of troops was attacked on tlie 2d of 
September by a numerous detachment of cavalry under die command 

d . of 
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of a Fr^nclimaa' named Fleiiiy, and sxiccecded in compelling the enemy 
to retreat; Inic being again attacked on thc^ 4th of September by the 
same superior force, and having nearly expended its ammunition, the 
party of British tioops capitulated to the enemy. On receipt of tliis 
intelligence, tlie commander in chief immediately detached one regi- 
ment of European and two regiments of native cavalry, under colonel 
Macan,to join colonel Vandeleur, who was in the neighbourhood of ■ 
Eutty-Gliur, witli the 8th regiment hght dragoons and a detach- 
ment of infantry witli a convoy for the army. The 2d brigade^ of 
infantry under colonel Clarke was also ordered to reinforce colonel 
Vandclcur’s dctacliment; but befoie these two parties could arrive at 
the place of tlreir destination, tlie enemy recrossed the Jumna witli 
great precipitation, and afterwards dispersed. Colonel Macan*s de- 
tachment reached the fort of Firozeabad on the 7th of September, 
which the enemy immediately abandoned, leaving behind tliem nine 
guns, and several of the enemy’s troops, who had been wounded in the 
late affair of Shekoabad. Tliis is the only predatory incursion which 
the enemy has attempted upon the company’s frontiers. 

The army under general Lake readied Secundra on die 9di of 
September. On the morning of the 10th die commander in chief 
made a short march to the west of Secundra, and on die lldi a mardi 
of eighteen nules beyond Soorajepoor, Daring the march, intelligence 
was received that monsieur Louis Bourquien had crossed die Jumna 
in the night, widi sixteen battalions of regular infantry, six thousand 
cavalry, and a considerable train of ordnance, for the purpose *of at- 
tacking die commander in cliief. 

The British army reached its ground of encampment near the Jehnah 
Nullah (about six miles from Delhi) at eleven o’clocL The troops 
were much fatigued with die lengdi of die mardi, and the heat of die 
weather; and die tents were scarcely pitched when the enemy appeared 
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,s„ 3 . in snch force in front as to oblige flie grand guard and advanced 
'-v-^ picquets to nirn out. The number of the enemy continuing' to increase, 
the commander in chief proceeded in' person to reconnoitre them with 
the whole of die cavalry (three regiments), and found the enemy drawn 
up on rising ground in order of battle, and in full force. Tlieir 
position was strong, each flank being covered by a swamp, beyond 
which was posted the cavaliy. Their numerous artillery covered their 
front, which was furdier protected by a line of intrenchments; their 
front was die only direcdon in which the enemy could be attacked. 
As the British c.avalrj- approached, the enemy began a veiy heavy 
Csinnonade. 

As soon as tlie commander in chief had reconnoitred the enemy’s 
position, orders were sent to camp for die infantry and artillery to join 
the cavalr)’. The line was oidercd to fall in witliout delay, and move 
to the front by columns of grand divisions from each battalion. The 
camp was left standing ; the advanced picquets, increased by a part , 
of the 17th regiment native infanti y, were brought in for its pi otection. 
Tlie whole of the British troops who were engaged in tliis memorable 
action were his majesty’s 76th regiment, seven battalions of sepoys, die 
artillery, die 27th dragoons, and tivo regiments of native cavalry, and 
amounted in number to about four thousand five hundred men. The 
number of the enemy amounted to about thirteen thousand infanny, ' 
and six thousand cavalrj'j in all nineteen thousand men. 

Nonvltlistandlng the alacrity and expedition with which the British 
troops got under arms, one hour elapsed before die infantiy' could join, 
the cav.dry, which had advanced about two miles in front, and was 
e\poscd to a severe and well-directed cannonade, which occasioned a 
considerable loss of men and horses. During this interval the com- 
mandei in cliicf’s horse was shot under Iiim, 
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Finding that it woiild be dHEctdt to Sefeat, the enemy in their 
actnal position, general Lake determined to make a feint, by -which 
the enemy should b^ induced to quit their iutrenchments, and to ad- 
vance on the plain. With this view the British cavalry tvas ordered to 
retire, both for the purpose of drawing the enemy from his strong po- 
■ sition and of covering, the advance of the British infantr)-: this retro- 
grade movement was peiformed with the greatest order and steadinch, 
until the British infaUti y had effected their junction wltli the c.av,alry ; ^ 
when thecavali-)' immediately opened from the cenoe, and allowed tlie 
infantry to pass 'on in front 

’ i 

As soon as die cavalry began to retire, the enemy, conceiving this 
movement to be a real retreat, immediately quitted their strong posi- 
tion, and advanced with the whole of their guns, shouting, and exhi- 
biting every demonstration of perfect confidence in superior prowe.'s. 
They halted, howevcr,on seeing the British infantry , who were instantly 
formed into one 'lme,.with the cavalry in a second line, about forty 
yards in. die rear of the right wing of theinfantry. The whole of die 
Britisli force then advanced towards the enemy, die commander in 
Chief in persoii leading liis majesty’s 76th regiment. Notwidistanding 
a tremendous fire of round, grape, and chain shot, the troops led by 
general Late advanced with the greatest bravery .and steadiness, and 
■without taking' their musquets from their shouldeis, until they had 
reached within a hundred paces of the enemy, when die enemy com- 
menced a heavy fire of gr.ape from all their, artiller)'. Orders were 
iniuintly given to charge die enemy with bayonets: the whole British 
line fired a volley, and, with dieir illustrious commander in cliief at 
dicir head,’rushed on with such impetuosity, that the enemy ga\ e way 
and fled in every direction. As soon -as the Bridsli troops luilted after 
8ie cliarge, general Lake, widi his accustomed judgment, ordered the 
line to break into columns of compamesj iiiiich manoeuvre being 
effected, die British cavalry (European and native) charged dirougli the 
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1803 ^ N intervals with tlieir galloper guns, and completed the victory by puT- 
suing the enemy to the banks of die Jumna, and driving vast numbers 
into the middle of die nver. The galloper guns attached to die cavalry 
were opened with considerable effect upon the fugitives in this situ- 
ation. Tlie commander in cliief headed in person die 76th legiment, 
which exhibited under sucli a glorious example the most eniincUC « 
proofs of valour and discipline. 


While these operations cook place to the right, under thc^ immediate, 
direction of the commander in chief, die left wing under major-general 
Sc. John attacked the enemy with great vigour, and the success of die 
British arms was complete in every poin^ Tlife enemy left die whole 
of their artillery, sixty-eight pieces of ordnance, and diirty-so\en tum- 
brils laden with ammunition, in our possessioit; twenty-four tumbrils 
laden widi ammunition were blown up in the held of batdej exclusive 
of which, many tumbrils and ammumdon carriages were left by the 
enemy in the Jumna, and in the Jehnah "Nullah., jfTwo tumbrils con- 
taining treasure were also taken on the field of battle, i , 
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Tlie loss of the enemy was very considerable, and has been esd- 
mated to have amounted to three diousand men.f The exertions of 
the British army were proportionate to the brilliant result of this glo- 
rious victory, and the whole army, widi die commander in chief, was 
under arms for seventeen hours. After die die army took up 

frc<;h ground nearer the river. .. v''‘' ^ 


The battle was fought within view of the minarets of Delhi,' and 
the wliole army encamped the next day close to the Jumna river, o]p" 
positc to that city. The unfortunate emperor Shah Avlum sent co 
general Lite immediately after the action, to express his anxious desjre 
to place his person and audionty umlcr die proteetjon of the vic- 
torious arms of the British government. 1 j 

on 
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On the I4tli of September the army began to cross the Jumna; and 
on the same day monsieur Bourquien, who commanded the forces of 
the enemy In the late action off the 11th of September, together with 
fb\ir otlier French ofEcers, surrendered themselves as prisoners to ge- 
neral Lake. 

His excellency die commander in chief had die honour to pay his 
first visit to his majesty Shah Aulum on the 16th of September ; and 
to congratulate his majesty on lus emancipation fiomthe control of 
the French faction wliich had so long oppressed and degraded him. ' 

Kom the commaiidei in chief’s dispatches' and such accounts as 
liavc been received from private sources of intelligence, it appears that 
his majesty was graciously pleased to diiect his eldest son and heir-ap- 
parunt, the prince Mirza Akbar Shah, to conduct the commander in 
chief to his royal presence. Tlie prince was to have arrived at the 
commander in chiers tent at twelve o’clock, but did not reach the 
British camp until half past duee o’clock P. M. : by die time his royal 
highness had been received, remounted on his elephant, and the whole 
cavalcade formed, it was h.ilf past four o’clock. The distance being 
five miles, die commander in cliiof did not reach die palace at Dellii 
until sunset. The crowd in the city was extiaordinary ; and it was 
with some difficulty diat the cavalcade could make its way to die pa- 
lace, The courts of the palace were fiiU of people, anxious to witness ^ 
the deliverance of their sovereign from a state of degradation and 
bondage. At length the commander in cliief was ushered into the 
royal presence, and found die unfortimate and venerable emperor — 
oppressed by the accumulated calamities of old .age, degraded authority, 
extreme poverty, and loss of sight — seated under a small tattered ca- 
nopy, the remnant of his royal state, with every external appearance of 
the misery of his condition. 
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It ii> impossible to describe the impression which general Lake’s con- 
duct on this interesting occasion has made on the minds of tlie inlia- 
bitancs of Delhi, and of all the mussulmans who have had an opportu- 
nity of being made acquainted with tlic occurrences of tlie 16th of 
Septembei 1803. In the metaphorical language of Asia, the native 
news-wnter&j who describe tliis c'ttraordinary scene, have declared that 
his majesty Shall Aulum recovered lus sight from excess of joy. In 
addition to many other marks of royal favour and condescension, the 
emperor was graciously pleased to confer on general Lake tlie second 
title in the empire*. 

The result of the spirited and judicious operations at Coel on tlie 
29th of August, of the gallant assault of Ally-Ghur on the 4th, and 
of the glorious battle of Delhi on the 11th of September, deeply affected 
the French influence and authority, and secured to die Brldsh power 
the possession of the doab of die Ganges and J umn a. 

The French officers, deprived of .audiority, and finding diemselves 
the objects of just indignadon to the country wliich diey had governed, 
were compelled to solicit the protecdon of the British government* 
while the conquered country (rejoicing in the change of masters, and 
deeply impressed with a just sense of the humane conduct and orderly 
behaviour of the British troops, of die pj-otccdon offered by general 
Lake to the persons and property of the inhabitants, and of the mild 
treatment which the British government extends to* all its subjects) 
regarded the British troops as friends and deliverers. 

* The Persian tillcs confened on general Lake are, Smmam u douM ask<rhah ul 
mnlk, khan dotirran khan, general Gerard Lake lakadur, fuUeh ping; signifying m Eng- 
lish, « The sivQTd qf the state, ike hero of the land, the lord of the age, and the victorious in 
a or. - 
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These important victories rescued tlie unfortunate emperor Shah 
Aulum from the power of his oppressors. By the success 'of our arms 

interesting purposes of humanityjWeie accomplished; 3-nd so far as 

this object is legarded in a political point of view, his majesty Shah 
Anlvun being placed under the protection of the British government, 
no ocher power can now avail itself of the weight and influence which 
tlie emperor’s name must e'ver possess amongst the mussulman inha- 
bitants of Hindostan. 

Tlie attention of the governor general is now tUrected to the forma- 
tion of a permanent arrangement foi tlie future maintenance of the 
dignity and comfort of his imperial majesty, and of the royal family, 
onprmciples calculated to providefortliose desirable objects witli the 
utmost benefit to the reputation of British justice and hberality ; and 
to secure the important advantages to be derived from the connexion, 
which will now be renewed upon permanent principles, between rlio 
royal house of Timur and tlie British power in India. The governor 
general has also given directions to provide for the nobility dnd the great 
officers of state at Delhi, (whose fortunes have been destroyed by tlie 
successful usurpation, of Scindiah and pf the French adventurers,) on 
principles similar to those which in the year 1799, after the fall of tlie 
fortress of Seringapatam, induced the governor general to make a 
liberal and permanent provision for tlie principal officers and nobility 
of Tippoo Sultaun. " 

Ha\ingmade tlie necessaiy aiTangemcnts forliis march from Delhi, 
the commander in cliief moved from tliat city towards Agra on the 24di 
of September . lieutenant-colonel Ocliterlony, deputy adjutant-general 
of the honourable company’s army, was stationed at Delhi to attend 
tlie person and receive the commands of the emperor Shall Aulum. A 
garrison was also left at Dellii, consisting of one battalion and foul 
companies of nadve infantr), together widi a coips of mewattics, then 
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1803 . raising under the command of British officers who had been in the 
service of Scindiah ; and who, on the commencement of hostilities 
with that diieftain, quitted his service, and joined the arm}t under ge- 
neial Lake. 

s.p,™i., 3 a On the SOtli of September monsieur Dudemaigue, and two other 
officers in Sandiah’s service, who had had been detached with some 
ip's m°' regvdar battalions by Semdiah, in the month of July, from the Dekan, 

d^siersice ® _ _ . . „ » ■ tt* j 

tunrendee w the DUTDOse of rcinforcinff monsieur Perron s army in Jrunaostan, 

ctilonel Vande* r i 

suirendercd themsehes prisoners to colonel Vandclcur, who, with the 
detachment* under his command, had occupied the city of Muttra, on 
the right bank of the Jumna, in which was estabhshed one of mon- 
sieur Perron’s pnncipal founderies of cannon. 

During these transactions the detachment of British troops, assem- 
bled under tlic command of Ueutenant-colonel Powell, of the Bengal 
establishment, neai Allahabad, for the purpose of ccMjperating with a 
force under' the command of Himmut Bahadur, (one of his liighncss 
the peishwah’s principal officers in Bundelamd,) in the occupation of 
that province, crossed the Jumna on the 6th of September 1803, and 
entered the province of Bundelcund : on the 15tli of September lieu- 
tenant-colonel Powell was joined by rajah Himmut Baliadur with his 
forcesf, amounting to about 13 or 14,000 men. 

The united detachments arrived on the bank of die tiver Cane+ 
on the 23d of September, and found the troops of Shumshere Ba- 

* His majestj’s 6th and sgtli dragoons; the 1st and 4tli native c•^^ airy, tliree battalions 
and fne companies of native mfaniry. 

t About 4000 house, 6000 irregular infantry, three regular battalions under the coDi- 
mand of an European officer, and twenty-five pieces of ordnance of different calibres. 

X This river joins the Jumna, a little b'elow the town of' Corah j and runs nearly m a 
north and south direcUon by ,hc fort of CaUmger through the province of Bundelcund 
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hadur"^ encamped on tlie opposite bank of the liver in considerable 
strength. 

Having reduced several forts in the vicinity of his camp, and having 
established the Biitlsh authority in die territory lying between the 
* Jumna and tlie Cane, heutcnant-colonel Powell, accompanied by Him- 
mut Bahadur, crossed tlie latter river on the 10th of October ; and on 
the 12tli of tlie same month engaged Shumsliere Bahadur^*, in which 
action that chieftain was compelled to retreat with loss. Accounts 
have since been received that Shumslicie Bahadur has crossed the river 
BetwahJ, and was retiring from the province of Bundelcund. 

The army under general Lake arrived at Muttra on the 2d of Oc- ^ 
tober. Having formed a junction with colonel Vandelcur’s detach- 
ment, the commander in cliief moved on to the fortress of Agra, which 
place tlie army reached at about two P. M. on the 4th of October. A 
summons was immediately sent to the garrison, but no answer was le- 
cumed to general Lake, It appears that all the European officers in 
tlie fort had been placed in confinement, and that consideiable confu- 
sion prevailed within the fort, 

* Shumshcrc Bahadur is the son of Alv Bahadur, which Al> Bahadur was the son 
tne nalurh son o'i'Bajfct'Aao, ilie hrst peiJnwdn Kly 
Bahadur conquered a great part of the province of Bundelcund from the Bundela rajah m 
the name of the pcishwah. Although he was m fact one of ihe pcishwah’s officers, he 
availed himself of the weakness of the «fitc of Poonah, and of his distance from that 
government, to render himself nearly independent of the pcishw ah’s aulhonty . 

t This action is detailed in lieutenant-colonel Po\\eira official dispalcli to the adjutant- 
gaieral, dated Camp at CapSah, 12th October, a printed copy of which is annexed to 
these Notes 

X Tlie river Betw ah joins the Jumqa a little below Calpy, and rAnnmg in a south-west 
direction touches the western extremity of the province of Bundelcund, near tlie town of 
Bchut, in about 25 north latitude and 78 east longitude. 


1603. 



0 tober I'' 
Shnms^en. Ba 
^durdjfeatetl 


Seven 



102 


isoi.^ Seven battalions of the enemy's regular infantry, witli several guns, 
were encamped on the outside of the fort, and occupied the town and 
principal mosque of Agra, as well as some lavines which led through 
broken ground frerm tlie British camp on the south side of tl\e fort to 
tlie ditch anti to the Delhi gateway. Finding it impossible to make 
approaches against die fort of Agra as long as these battalions main- 
tained their position to the south and soudi-west of fort, general 
Lake determined to ocaipy the ravines, and to dislodge die enemy from 
the town. 

10 With diis view, on die morning of the lOth of October, colonel 
Clarke, who was encamped in the rear of die, town, was directed to 
* take possession of it with his brigade of sepoys, at die same time that 

diTcc battalions of sepoys, under the command of lieutenant-colonel 
Mac Cullocli, major Haldane, and captain Worsley, advanced to oc- 
cupy die ravines. The attacks succeeded completely : after a long and 
severe contest die enemy evacuated the town and retired, some into die 
principal mosque and odicrsto the djtcli near the gateway, under cover 
of the guns of the fort. The attack on die ravines was equally suc- 
cessful } but owing to die high spirit and bravciy of the officers and 
men of die native battalions, who quitted the ravines and gained the 
glacis for die purpose of seizing the enemy’s guns, the British batta- 
lions employed on this attack were exposed' to a heavy fire of grape and 
matchlocks from the fort, and sufiered a severe loss in men and offi- 
cers. Tlie enemy ucrc entirely defeatc^lwith the loss of six hundred 
men; and die British troops captured tivcncy-six guns with several tum- 
brils. Tlic remainder of the enemy’s battalions, amounung to about wo 
thousand fi\c hundred men, afterwards agreed to siurcnder to general 
Lake, and marched into the Bridsh camp on the morning of the 13cli 
of October. 
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Tlie commander In chief’s officii det^s of this gallant action, and 
of the surrender of the enemy’s battalions on die 13di of October, 
are contained in the Appendix to these Notes. 

On the evening of the 13th of October the garrison of the fort so- 
licited a cessation of hostilities, for the purpose of negotiating the 
terms of capitulation ; and dispatched an European officer to the Bri- 
tish camp, -with a letter signed by the prindpal native officers in the 
fort, stating the conditions on wiuch they were disposed to surrender. 

Tlie commander in cliicf immediately dispatched a British'officer into 
die fort, for the purpose of finally adjusting the terms of dic‘ capitula- 
tion ; but while that officer was actually engaged in die negotiation," 
die firing from the fort recommenced, and the Britisli officer returned 
■ to camp. In consequence of dus treacherous act the broaching batte- 
ries of the British army opened on tlie morning of the 17th, widiin diree 
hundred and fifty yards from the fort. Considerable impression was 
made on tlie walls of the fort by the fire of die batteries, (which would 
soon have efiected a practicable brcacli,) and die fort capitulated on the 
night of the I7th. The garrison, consisting of about five thousand Ovtoberi? 
men, marched out at noon on the following day ; when die place was os tiefw of 
immediately occupied by the British troops under the command of WdeAppcadu 
colonel Mac Dpnr4ld. A large quantity of stores and many guns were 
found in the fortress of Agra, together with several money-tumbrils, 
concainingrtwenty-four lacs of rupees. 

The capture of this fortress, and of the impoitant posts of Delhi 
and Muttra, secures die navigation of the river Jumna, and the pos- 
session of a consideiable tract of coimtry on die right bank of that 
river. The independent chieftains in that quarter are favourably dis- 
posed to the Briti-^h government! with several of the most powerful 
of these chieftains the commander in chief has, m conformity to die 
» ^ governor 
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1 B 03 . governor general’s instructions, already concluded treaties, by wludi 
their alliance and co-operation are effectually secured. 

The intelligence of the happy termination of this branch of tlie 
brilliant campaign on tlie nortli-west frontier of Oude, was received at 
Fort William tvith sentiments of joy and admiration proportionate to « 
the public sense of the bravery, spirit, activity, and eminent talents 
manifested by general Lake, as well as of the valour, discipline, and 
rrmn.hesuih pcrsevcring courage of the officers and men of the gallant army, 
which, under his personal command, and imitating his illustrious ex- 
tfer^r' ample, had accomplished with unexampled rapidity all the important 
diVoftiUrei services prescribed in the governor general’s comprehensive plan of 
operations for this branch of the campaign. 

Oeteb«r S'. The British army marched from Agra on the 27th of October in 
pursuit of a force of tlie enemy, composed of fifteen of monsieur 
Perron’s regular battalions, (which had been detached by Sdndiah 
from tlie Dckan in the early part of the campaign, under the com- 
mand of monsieur Dudemaigue,) and of two battalions which had 
effected their escape from Delhi after the battle of the lltli of Septem- 
ber. During the siege of Agra tliis force occupied a position about 
tliircy miles in the rear of the British anny, but made, no attempt to 
interrupt the siege of that important forties^. The commander in 
chief was anxious to defeat this force, because it tvas furnTshed with a 
numerous artiUerj’, and because it's object was to proceed totvards 
Delhi for the purpose of .nttcmptuig tlie recovery of that important 
post. The existence of so large a force of tlie enemy in Hindostan 
.alanncd those native cliicftains who were disposed to unite %vitli tlic 
llritish goicrnnient, and encouraged all those who might be adverse 
to our interests. 
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A heavy fall of rain compelled the army to halt on tlie 28th at 
Kerowly : on the 29ch of October the army marched to the north- 
west of Futcypore Sikree. On the 30th the army made a march of 
twenty miles, leaving the heavy guns and baggage in Futtypore under 
the protection of two battalions of nadve infantry fiom the 4th 
* brigade. 

On the Slst of October the army marched twenty miles, and en- 
camped a short distance from the ground which the enemy had quit- 
ted tlic same morning. Possessed of this intelligence, the comman- 
der in cliicf determined to make an effort to overtake the enemy 
witli all the cavalry of tlic army, intending to delay tlie enemy by 
a light engagement until die British infantry should be able to effect 
" a junction with the cavalry in advance, and to take advantage of any 
confusion which might be occasioned by this attack to seize the 
enemy’s guns and baggage. With this view the comanander in chief 
with the whole of the cavalry marched at twelve o’clock on die night 
of the 31st of October, and, having performed a march of twenty-five 
miles in little more tlian six hours, came up with the enemy about 
seven o’clock on the morning of the Isr of November. The enemy’s 
force amounted to seventeen regular battalions of infantry, (about 
nine thousand men,) seventy-two guns, and from four to five diou- 
sand cavalry. Previously to the march of the British cavaliy, 
orders were given for die infantry to follow at three o’clock in the 
morning. 

When the commander in chief at die head of the cavalry reached 
the enemy, they appeared to be on their retreat, and in such confusion, 
that the commander in diief was induced to try the effect of an attack 
with the cavalry alone, without waiting the arrival of the infantr)'- 
By cutting die embanlmient of a large reservoir of water, the enemy 
hrd rendered d\c road difficult to pass, and had availed themselves of 
diis circumstance (ivhich caused a considerable delay in the advance 
p ^ of 
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of the cavalry) to occupy an advantageous position, lla^^ng their right 
in front of tlie village of Laswaree and thrown back upon a rivulet (the 
banks of which were very high and difficult of access), their lefetipon 
the village of Mohaulpoor, and dieir whole front concealed by high 
grass and protected by a powerful Une of artillery. A cloud of dust, 
which had been raised by die movements of the cavalr)’, completely ‘ 
obscured die enemy, and prevented the commander in chief from 
discovering this change in their position : general Lake therefore pro- 
ceeded m the execution of liis original plan, (by which he hoped to 
prevent the retreat of die enemy and to secure their gims,) and di- 
rected the advanced g;uard and die first brigade of cavalry to move 
upon the point where the enemy had been obseri’ed in motion, but 
which proved to be the left of their new posidon. The remainder of 
die cavalry was ordered to attack in succession as soon as they could 
form, after passing the rmilct. 

The charge of the advanced guard under major Griffidis of his ma- 
jesty’s 29ch dragoons (aidc-dc-camp to the governor general), and of 
the first brigade led by colonel Vandeleur of his majesty’s 8di dra- 
goons, was made with much gallantr}'. The enemy’s line was forced, 
and die cavalry penetrated into the village, and took possession of seve- 
ral of die enemy’s guns. ITic attacks of the brigades of cavalry, and 
pardcularly of the third brigade under colonel Macan, were conducted 
v.*itl\ die same spirit and with equal success. The fire, however, from 
other guns which the enemy still maintained, was so galling and de- 
structive, that it was found nccessaiy' to withdraw the cavalry out 
of reach of dic enemy’s fire. The British cavalry retired in per- ’ 
feet order, retaining possession of a part of the enemy’s artillery. Se- 
icral guns, however, which had bden captured by the British cavalr}', 
were abandoned from a want of^drafe bullocks. 

Colonel Vandeleur, who Iwd manifested die greatest skill, judgment, 
and gallantry, was killed in diis charge. During his command of die 
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detadunent, v.'liicK had been formed in die montli of Septembei 1803 
for die protection' of die doab of die Ganges and Jumna, this brave 
and accomplished officer displayed considerable zeal and ability, and 
by his judicious movements compelled the enemy to make a preci- 
pitate retreat from die British teiritories. His death was universally 
deplored, and' may justly be deemed a public loss. 

The British infantry, having maichcd at three o'clock in the morn- 
ing, arrived upon the banks of the rivulet about twelve o’clock at 
noon. After so long a march (twenty-five miles), it was absolutely 
necessary to allow' some time for die men to refresh themselves; du- 
ring which the enemy sent a message to the commander in chief, 
offering on certain conditions to sui lender dioir guns. Anxious to 
prevent die ‘further effusion of blood, the conimandei m chief di- 
rected a letter to be written, acqincscing in their proposals, and allow- 
ing die enemy 'one hour to fulfil the conditions of siiricnder proposed 
by diemselvcs. 

In the mean while the necessary airangements wore adopted for a 
general attack on die enemy as soon ^ as the prcsciibed time should 
elapse. The British infantry was formed into two columns on the 
left ■ die first, composed of the right wing, under major-general "Ware, 
was destined to assault the village of Mohaulpoor, and to turn the 
enemy’s right flank, wliich since the morning had been thrown back, 
deaving a considerable space between it and the rivulet. The enemy 
Ivad foimed their infantry into tw'O lines, w’idi their right thrown 
hack, the fiist line to the eastward and co^c^ng die \illage of Mo- 
liaulpoor, and the second to the w estw ard of that village, Tlieir ca- 
\.ilty was to the light of their position. The second column of Bri- 
‘ tish infantry, composed of the left wing, under major-general St. John, 
was ordered to support the first column. The 3d brigade of cavalry 
under colonel Macan ivas directed to support the infantry ; Ueutenant- 
p 2 colonel 
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i6oi. colonel J. Vandeleur with the 2d brigade of cavalry was detached to 
tlie right of tlie Bntish army to watch the enemy’s left, to avail him- 
self of any confusion of the enemy’s Ime, and to attack them upon 
thevT retreat. The 1st brigade of cavalry under lieutenant-colonel 
Gordon (who succeeded to the command on tlie death of colonel Van- 
deleur) composed the reserve, and was formed between the 2d and 3d 
brigades. As many of the field-pieces of the British army as could be 
brought up, togetlier with the galloper guns attached to the ca- 
valrj', formed four diflerent batteries to support the attack of the 
infantry. 

At the espirarion of the time wluch general Lake had allowed the 
enemy to determine on a surrender of their guns, no reply having been 
received from the enemy, the British infantry advanced to the attack, 
moving along the bank of the rivulet through high grass, and broken 
ground, which afforded cover. As soon as lie British infantry bkame 
exposed to the enemy’s guns, the four British batteries commenced 
their fire, and continued to advance, notwithstanding the superiority 
of tlic enemy’s ardllcry both in number and weight of metal. The 
cannonade on both sides was extremely severe, and maintained witli 
great spirit and vigour. The enemy’s artillery was exceedingly well 
served, and they threw grape from large mortars, as well as from guns 
of a very heavy calibre, 

\Vlicn the 'JGth regiment, wliich headed the attack, had arrived 
within one hundred and fifty paces of the 'enemy, they were so much 
^ exposed to the enemy’s fire, and were losing men so fast, that the com- 
mander in chief judged it preferable to proceed to the attack with that 
regiment, and as ni.any of the nati\c infantry (the 2d battalion of tlic 
12th, and five companies of the IGth) as had closed to tlie front, ratlier 
. dian to wait until the remainder of die column^ whicli hadbcea much 
impeded in its advance, should be able to form. 

As 
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As soon as this small body of bjave men arrived witliln reach of 
die enemy’s cannistcr shot, a most tremendous fire opened from the 
enemy’s artilleiy'. The loss sustained by the British troops was very 
severe, and die heavy cannonade fioin the eneipy’s line was suflident 
alone to prevent a regular advance : at this moment die enemy’s ca- 
' valry also attempted to charge, but was repulsed by die fire of this 
gallant body of Biirish.infantry : the enemy’s cavalry however ral- 
lied at a short distance, and assumed so menacing a posture, diat 
the commander in chief ordered an attack from the British cavalry. 
Major Gnffidis having at cliac instant been unfortunately killed by 
a cannon shot,*^this service was performed by his majesty’s 29th 
dragoons under captam AVade, with die greatest gallantry and suc- 
cess, and in a manner highly honourable to every officer and trooper 
in diat regiment. The remainder of the first column of the British 
infantry arrived in time to join in the attack of the enemy’s reserve, ^ 
wliich was formed in the rear of their first line, with its left upon the 
village of Mohaulpoor, and its right thrown back. 

About diis time Major-general Ware fell deM by a cannon shot. 
He was a gallant officer, and his loss was deeply lamented. On his 
death die command of this column devolved upon colonel Macdonald, 
whrv- xhnigdj wnuudetV -rrvutitmed -himspifdv Ahir ATspvr:- 

tant command in a manner which was highly satisfactory to the com- 
mander in cluef. 

The enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to the last, and did not 
abandon their position until they had lost all their guns. Even then 
tlicir left: wing attempted to retreat in good order, but was frustrated 
by his majesC)'’s 29th regiment of dragoons, and the 6di regiment of 
native cavalry imdcr die command of lieutenant-colonel John Vande- 
leur, of the Sdi light dragoons, who broke in upon the enemy’s column, 

^ cut 
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cut several to pieces, and drove tlie rest in prisoners, with the whole of 
the enemy’s baggage. 


The loss which the British troops sustained in the acliievemcnt of 
this complete victory was severe. 

Two tliousand of the enemy were taken prisoners, and tliere^is every 
rc.'tsonto believe that the remainder of the enemy was destroyed on the 
held of battle. 

The enemy left in the possession of the British troops die whole of 
their bazars, camp equipage and baggage, with a considerable number 
of elephants, camels, and upwards of 1600 bullocks j seventj'-two 
pieces of cannon .of different calibres, forty-four stands of colours, and 
sixty-four tumbrils completely laden with ammunition. Three tumbrils 
with money were also captured, together widi fifty-seven carts laden 
^Yith matchlocks, musquets and stores, and some artificers’ carts. Several 
tumbrils with ammunition were blown up dui'ing the action, and five 
thousand stand of arms which had been thrown down by the enemy 
were found in the field of battle. The wliole of the ordnance taken, 
with the exception of eight guns, was in excellent order, and perfectly 
serviceable, and all the appointments of die enemy’s corps were of the 
first quality. 

The enemy displayed the most dcccrinincd obstinacy, and called fordi 
the utmost exertions of the ste.-idincss and Valour of die gallant 76th re- 
giment, supported by the remaindcr^of the infantry of the fust column, 
and the repeated ch.irgcs of the cavalv^. The resistance opposed by the 
enemy was more iletcrminctl th^ opjiosition which the army 
under general Lake had cxpci^h ed tiiicc the commencement of die 
campaign. His majesty’s 7^^i regiment on diis memorable day main- 
^ ’ tained 
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tiincd tlie high reputation which it had acquired on many former oc- 
casions, but especially in every occurrence of this glorious campaign. 

The victor)' however must be principally attributed to the admirable 
skill, judgment, hcioic valoui and activity of die commander in chief, 

‘ general Lake, ’whose magnanimous i example, together with the recol- 
lection of Ids achie\ cments at Coel, Ally-Ghur, Delhi and Agra, in- 
spiicd general confidence and emulation. In the morning general Lake 
led the charge of the cavalry, and in the afternoon conducted in pci son, 
at tlic head of tlae 7()th regiment, all die different attacks on die enemy’s 
line, and on theiL»rescrve posted in and near the village of Mohaulpoor. 
On dds day nvo horses were killed under the commander in chief. The 
shot sliowcre^around him in ever}'’ direction : in the midst of the 
danger and slaughter which surrounded him, he displayed not only the 
most resolute fortitude and ardent valour, but the utmost degree of pro-' 
fcssional ability and knowledge, availing himself widi admirable 
promptitude of over)* advantage presented by the enemy, and frus- 
trating’cYcr}' effort of the enemy’s obstinaty and boldness. His mas- 
terly plans of attack during the action were carried into instantaneous 
execution by' his unrivalled personal activity ; and he appeared with 
matchless courage and alacrity in fx'ont of every principal charge, which 
he had planned with eminent judgment and sldll. 

The staff of the army distinguislicd themselves greatly, and merit the 
liighcst commendation. Among these one of the most distinguished 
was major G. A. F. Lake, of his majesty’s 94tli regiment, son to the 
commander in chief, who had attended his father in the capacity of 
aide-de-camp and military secretary throughout the whole campaign, 
and whose gallantry and activity in executing Ids fatiiei ’s orders had 
been conspicuous in ever}’ service of difficulty and danger. 


This 
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Tills promising young officer constantly attended his father’s person, 
and possessed the highest place in the commander in chief’s confidence 
and esteem. In the heat of the action the commander in cliief ’s horse, 
pierced by several shot, fell dead under Hm. Major Lake, who W'as 
on horseback close to Ills father, dismounted, and offered his horse to the 
commander in chief. The commander in chief refused, but major 
Lake’s earnest solicitations prevailed. The commander in chief mounted 
his son’s horse, and major Lake mounted a horse from one of tlie 
troops of cavalry; in amomentashot struckmajorLake, and wounded 
him severely, in the presence of lus afiectionate father. At this in- 
stant the commander in cliief found it necessary to lead the troops 
against the enemy, and to leave liis wounded son upon the field. A more 
affecting scene never ivas presented to the imagination, nor has Provi- 
dence ever exposed human fordtiide to a more scveie trial. General 
Lake, in this dreadful and distracting moment, prosecuted liis victory 
with unabated ardour. At die close of the battle, the commander in 
chief had the satisfaction to learn that liis son’s wound, although ex- 
tremely severe, was not likely to prove dangerous : a confident liope is 
now entertained that this gallant and promising young officer will be 
preserved to enliance tlie joy of his father’s triumph, and to serve his 
king and country unth hereditary honour. 

Tills splendid victory completes the subversion of Scindiali’s hostile 
power and formidable resources in Hindostan, and of die French force, 
which constituted the main strength of liis army in that quarter. 

>■ V 

The battle was terminated by^-four o’clock P. M. on the lat of No- 
vember, when the victorlousrHridsh army encamped with its left to the 
vilhge of Laswarec, which is on tlie nonh bank of the rivulet, and its 
right to a village called Smgrah. A battalion of infantry took cliargc 
of the prisoners, who were all assembled at the village of Sagepoorali, 

wliich 
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wliich is a very short distance to the eastward of the village ofMohawl- 
Jidor. Gieat part of the army had been under arms for sixteen hours, 
and had marched in the course of forty-eight honis a distance of more 
titan sixty-five miles. The details of this important victory, together 
with the returns of tlie killed and wounded, and of tlie ordnance cap- 
tured, are annexed to these Notes. 

’ In reviewing the rapid and brilliant events of die campaign against 
the confederate Marhatta chieftains and their French forces, every loyal 
subject of the British empiie must remark with the most 7e.alous emo- 
tions of just pride and national triumph, that, in the course of .an ex- 
tensive and complicated system of military operations, the glol ious suc- 
cess of die Blidsh arms has been imifonn in every part of India. The 
able and gallant officeis and troops of liis'm.ajesty’s service, and of die 
_ several establishments' of die dirce presidencies, have been actuated by ' 
equal sondments of public ' spirit and honour, and have co-operated 
with equal ardour and success in an united effort to accomplish die ob- 
jects of the allies. ' 

From die 8di of August, die day on wliich hostilidcs commenced, 
to die 1st of November, die" British army has conquered all die posses- 
sions of Scindiah in Guzer.at,dic city of Booflianpoor in Candeish, the 
proidncc of Cuttack hi Oiissa, the Marhatta dominions between die 
Jumna and die Ganges, die city of Delhi and the right bank of the 
Jumna, the city of Agra, and die adjoining territory ; h.as reduced by 
storm the fortified town of Ahmednuggur, the foits of Alyghur, Ba- 
1 oach and Cuttack j and by capitulation, after having opened batteries, 
die forts of Ahmednuggur, of Powanghur andChamponeer, die fort of 
Assecrghui , denominated the key of the Dokan, and die fort of Agra, 
denominated the key of Hindostatl ; and^tias defeated the enemy m 
three general engagements, at Dilhi on die 1 Idi of September, at 
I Q Assie 
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AssYE on the 23d of September, and at Laswakee on the 1st 'of No- 
vember} having taken, according to the official returns, on the field of 
battle in those engagements and under the walls of Agra, two hundred 
and sixty-eight pieces of ordnance, five thousand stand of arms, two 
hundred and fifteen tumhrils, and fifty-one stand of colours, with a 
large quantity of stores, baggage, camp equipage and ammunition. 

The official returns of the artillery, stores, &c. taken from the enemy 
have not yet been received from Ahmednuggur, Baroacli, die fort of 
Delhi, Firozeabad, Champoneer, Powanghur, Jalnahpoor, Cuttack, 
Boorhanpoor and Asseerghur; but the amoimt of the returns actually 
received of ordnance taken in the several forts, exclusive of that taken 
on die field of battle, is four hundred and fortyfve pieces of ordnance^ 
exclusive of tumbrils, stores, &c. making the Aotal number of ord- 
nance, of which returns have been received, captured from the 8th ^ 
of August to the Ist of November, seven hundred and thirteen. 

The progress and result of these successful operations have restored 
his highness the peishwah to his sovereign authority at Poonah, and 
cemented our alliance with that prince; have secured the succession of 
the legitimate heir of the sovereign prince of the Dekan to the govern- 
ment of his deceased father die late nizamj have protected die British 
interests at Hyderabad from injury ; have confirmed the stability of the 
treaties by wluch the French were expelled from the Dekan in 1798; 
and have delivered the aged, venerable, and unfortunate emperor of 
Hindostanfrom nusery And ignomi^, from indigence and bondage, 
and from the hands of die French. 

The achievements of general- Lake and major-general Wellesley, 
combined with the admirable^nd exemplary conduct of the officers 
and troops during this c^paign, more particularly in the signal and 
splendid victories of Mthi, of AssYE and of L ASWAREE, must inspire 

a general 
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a general sentiment of just confidence in tii6 vigour of our military re- 
sources, and in the stability of our dominion and power. Our uniform 
success in frustrating every advantage of superior numbers, of powerful 
.artillery, and even of obstinate resistance opposed by the enemy, con- 
stitutes a satisfactory proof of the established superiority of British dis- 
. cipline, skill .and valour; and demonstrates, that tlae glorious progress 
of our arms is not the accidental result of a temporary or transient ad- 
vantage, but the natural and certain effect of a permanent cause. 

A confident expectation may bo entertained, that under the pressure 
of accumulated defeat, with aggravated loss of resources, power, repu- 
tation, military strength and dominion, in every quarter of India, the 
confederate Marliatu chieftains, Dowlut Rao Sciudiah and the rajah 
of Berar, must speedily be compelled to accede to such terms of paci- 
fication s shall be calculated to deprive them of the means of disturb- 
ing our possessions, and of impairing the efficacy and stability of our 
alliances. 

Under such a general pacification, it is reasonable to expect, that, 
with a considerable augmentation of the lustre and glory of the British 
arms in India, will be combined the accomplishment of a comprehen- 
sive system of alliance and political connection in Hindostan and the 
Dekan, calculated to promote the general tranquilhty of India; to secure, 
on the most permanent foundations, the interests and dominion of the 
British nation against the hostile attempts of any Indian or European 
j)ower ; and to destroy the last remnant of French influence in India. 
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APPENDIX A. 


NOTES relative to tlie History and Constitution of tlie 
Marhatta Empire, and to the principal Chieftains com- 
posing the Marhatta Confederacy. 


The Marhatta Empire was founded bj Sevajee towards tlie middle of 
the seicntecntli renturj. Sc^ 0 Jce was the great grandson of Biuiugha 
Bhood ih, an ilkgitinnte «on (b) an obscure woman of a tribe called Bhooslah), 
of U lOi Bhccm, a rana of the Uajpoot Slate of Oudipoor, who was descended 
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from the Rijahs of Chittore, the mo>t nicent of the Hindoo Pnnce= Baugln 
BhooJah assumed the name of his mothers tribe, which Ins since that 
penod continued to be the famil} name of his dcscenijants, the njalis of Sat 
tarah, and of Berar 

Bhaugha Blioo lah, being neglected and despised by his famil} on account of 
hia low ongin on the female side, rebred in disgust from Oudipoor to the 
proiince of Candush, m the Dekan, A\here he entered into tlie sernce of a 
zemindar, named Rajah AIi Mohun, and became guardian to the rajalis son 
until lie had attained the age of manhood Bhaugha Bhoo^lah subsequently 
quitted Candeisb, and purchased a tract of land near the aty of Poonah, of 
\Cluch he became the zemindar In this situation he died, Icaung i«suc 
Maulo Jee, who entered into the service of a Marhatta chief named Jaddoo 
Ro), under whom he acquired great rank and influence 

Soon after tins period Mauloo Jee's son, Shah Jee, was mamed to 
Jee Jliee, the only daughter of Jaddoo Ro), without the consent of the-latter 
Prom this marriage was bom, in 1O28, Sevajee, Uie founder of tlie Marhatta 
empire A di'iputc ensued m consequence of tins marriage between Jaddoo 
Ro) , '’nd Ins son m law , and Shah Jee, being compelled by Jaddoo Roy to 
quit Ahmednuggur, (forming at tliat time the territory of Nizam Shah) 
cnterctl into the «cnicc of Ibrahim Add Shah, king of Deejapoor, who gave 
himajaghccr m the Carnatic, with Uic command of 10,000 horse 

In consequence of some di«!pulc with hi', br-^t wife, (the daughter of Jaddoo 
Ro)) Shah Jee ‘•ep-xrated from her, and xnirntd Toka Bacc, hy whom he had 
one ^on, rkcjcc, afttn aids king of 1 injere Shah Jee was fulled in iGG/ 
h) a fall from Ins hor e, m lumlmg at Bednore, where a splendid mausoleum 
wa.cr.xtc-l to hi' memo-) b> hi:, fnend Rundowla Khan, minister to the, king 
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of Beejapoor, whose intercession on a former occasion saved Shah Jee from 
being buried alhe, which punishment he had been condemned to suffer by 
tlic king of Begapoor. 

Shah Jee was succeeded by liis son SeVajee, wlio, disdaining the condition 
of a subject, revolted, and, aveuling himself of the convulsions which at that 
time disturbed the kingdom of Beejapoor, became independent. He died on 
the 5lh of April, iGso, leaving the inheritance of his domains to his son 
Sambajee. At the period of Sevajee's death, hts territory extended from near 
Surat along the sea coast, to the vncinity of the Portuguese districts of Goa, 
and as far inland as the range of hills which terminate the Table Land, and 
form the eastern boundar)* of the Kokan. 

Sambajee, the second rajah of Sattarali, being at Pamala when his father 
died, a faction endeavoured to secure the succession to Rajah Ram, a son of 
Sevajee by another-^vife. But Sambajee, supported by the greatest part of 
the troops, who had been the companions of his contests with the forces of 
the emperor of Hindostan, established his sovereignty, and reigned until tlie 
end of June, 1689, when he was barbarously murdered by order of the emperor 
Aurungrebc. 


^ To Sambajee succeeded his son Sahojee, whose minister (the pefshwah) 
Ballajce Bi«5hwanaut, gained such an asccndanc)' over the ftiind of liis master, 
as to persuade Sahojee to delegate to him tlie excrase of all authority and power 
in the state. All orders, and every detail of govenunent, issued immediately 
from the pcishwah, who received from the rajah tl»e title of m(:>okh* perdhaun, 
or chief civil minister. This form of government has subristed'^ ft/ tlm present 
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penod , and on the death of a pei-^hnih. Ins successor is in\cstea b> the rajah 
of Sattarah with the ensigns of office Dtinng the htter part of Sahojee's 
reign^ Sahojee shut himself in Sattarah, and his pcisomnd goiernment were 
almost forgotten Sahojce nnnitd a person named Tara Baee, but, having 
no clnlclren by her, he adopted his biothcr Pursojecs great grandson, Moodajee 
Booslali, whose disjwsition howeier was considered to be so tjTannical, that 
Sahojec was conpvlled to di&imss him, and lie therefore sent for Janojee, 
the elder brother of Moodajee, who was on hts waj to Sattarah, wlien Sihojec 
died in 1 7 10, after a reign of lifty yeafa During this period the Marhattas, 
after ha\ mg o\enam and plundered almost every part of Hindost'^n, cx,ccpting 
Bengal, extended their temtonea from the Western Sea to Ons'^a, and from 
Agra to the Camaiic, f niung a tract of near one tlioiisand miles long, b) 
seven hundred wide, and including some of the richest and most fertile pro- 
vinces of the peninsula of India The capital of tlie empire was established 
at Sattarah, a fortress situated about fifty miles south east of Poonah, and near 
the 18th degree of North latitude The descendants 'bf. Sevajee liave since 
been dishngmslied by the tide of the rajahs of Sattarah 
SEVAGEE, 

Q-HC rOCNDER or THC WARHftTTA EMPIRE ^ 
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Saliojce was succeeded bj his couain Ram Rajah, the fourth Rajah of Sat- 
tarah, and son of Rajah Ram, who has already been noticed as a competitor 
for po\\cr uidi Sambajee, the son of Sevajee. Ram Rajah v-as also the adopted 
son of Sahojee‘s widow Tara Baee. Ram Rajah being a very weak prince, the 
pdslnvah .Bajee Rao, the son of Ballajee Bishnaliiiaul, already mentioned, 
usurped the whole power of his master. At that time, Ragojee Booslali, 
the ancestor of the present rajali of Berar, was the bukshi or commander 
in chief of the forces, and as such, held the province 'of Berar in Jagheer. 
When Bajee R^io usuq)ed the authority of the Rajah of Sattarah, Ragojee 
Bhooslah proceeded to Berar, and there established an independent govern- 
ment. It appears, however, that he continued to acknowledge the supremacy 
of the rajah of Sattarah, and tlie* authority of the office of Pcishwah, as the 
civil executive authority of the state. 

This violent partition of the empire by its principal ministers, encouraged 
the usurpation of oth^s, so that in b few years, the state, from an absolute 
monarchy, (as est.ibli8hcd by Sevajee) became a mere confederacy of chiefs, 
the principal of whom are the peishaw, the rajah of Berar, and the families 
of Scindiah, Holkar, and the Guikwar. Tlicre are some Jagheerdars and 
chieftains of inferior note, to the soulhw'ard of Poonah, of whom an account 
will be exhibited, at the conclusion of the Appendix. The family of Scindmli 
established themselves in Malwa and Candeish, and afterwards extended thdr 
conquest over a great part of the r.ijpoot principalities, and of the northern 
parts of Hmdostan. Tlic largest part of Guzerat was siezed by the Guikwar 
family, while the Holkar family established themselves in those parts of 
the province of Malwa, which did not belong to the families of the Peisliwah 
, and of Scindiah^ a 

Although the chieftains, enumerated in the precetlmg paragraph, are inde- 
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pendent 6f each other, Uiey all acknowledge the office of peishv\-ah, to be the 
le^timate executive authority of the Marhatta empire, and admit tlie supre- 
mac} of "the rajah of Sattarah. Since the accession of Bajee Rao, (the first 
peishtt^) howe\er, tlie rajah of Sattarah has never been a party to any 
pubbc acts or alliances 5 and foreign states, finding the peishwah in posses- 
sion of the cxecuti\e power and authority of the state, have in aU transactions 
of the Marhatta state, treated with him as the legitimate head of the empire. 

The descendants of Sevajec however are still treated with attention and respect. 
No peishwaih can enter upon the execution of lus office without receiving a dress 
of honor from the rajah of Sattarah. Wlien the peishwah takes the field in per- 
son, he must prc\ iously receu e an audience of leave from the rajah of Sattarah. The 
countrj' in the vidnity of Sattarah enjoys an exemption from military depredations 
of all Ivlnd", and whenever any chief enters this district, all the ensigns of pow'er 
and command arc laid aside, and the nagara, or great drum of tlie empire, 
ceases to beat. Tliese marks of respect’ alone distinguish the condition of the 
nominal soiereign of the Marhatta empire from that of a prisoner of state. Tlie, 
rajali of Sattarali lias long been confined in the fortress of that name upon a con- 
tracted allowance. „ 

By the constitution thus estable^licd, the cxclusiie right of concluding treaties 
and engagements with foreign powers in the name of the Marhatta empire, must 
\>c considered to be inherent m the supreme executive authority of the state, and 
the peishwah acting in the name, and ninler the ostensible sanction of tlie 
nominal head of^ the empire, has undoubtedly a fight to conclude treaties 
which sliall be obligatory upon the subordinate chieftains and feudatories, witliout 
thcir concuirence. , ^it these clireftains have acquired power by the weakness of 
the peishwah s government, and arc in fact become independent, although tliey 
fontmiic to acV.tiowlulge the peishwah ns the cxecutu c minister of state. 
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They-possess no acknowledged right, however, to conclude separate.engagements 
with foreign states, unless the tacit permission to make conquests* should be 
thought to confer that right, but even in this case it must also be inferred, that 
they toe not the right to conclude engagements affecting the peishwah’s supre- 
macy .They are bound to pay allegiance to the peishirah, and are, to eveiy intent, 
officers and subjects of the Marhatta state, of which Are peishwah is the supreme 
executive authority. 

‘ 

Under these circumstances, the least which can be inferred is, that the 
peishwah has a right to conclude engj^ements with a foreign ‘state, without 
consulting the feudatory clueftains, provided tliose engagements, do not affect 
» tlie separate rights and interests of tixose chieftains. If the constitution of .the 
Marhatta empire, as established by Bajee Rao, the . first peishwah, be referred 
to as the standard for deciding tlie question, ,the peishwah’s rights may 
be considered even more e.xtensive.* On the other hand, in proportion as* 
the feudatory chieftains .disclaim the supremacy of the peishwah, they have 
less right to interfere in any degree in tlie . peishn-ah’s concerns ; and the 
peishwah must be considered as an independent state, at^ liberty to contract 
with a fordgn power any engagements which he may deem beneficial to 
his own interests. In both cases, the feudatory chieftains can have tio 
pr^ence to interfere in his arrangements, or ‘to controul his intercouse wth 
foreign states. , 

• j 

The situation of Berar,* ho^veve^, with relation to the peishwah, certainly 
differs from that of. tlie other proidnces comprehended *in the Marhatta state. 
The province of Berah formed a part of the dominion of Sattarah, under 

. .Ram 

* V • • 

* When the province of Mal\va vszs assigned to Holkat and Scindiah, tor -the p^yment of their 
troops. It was stipulated, tliat of the conquests which they might alchieve, one portion eiioultl 
hclCng to the peishwah, and another portion tO Holkar and Sctndiah respectively. * 
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Kain Rajah. That protince was then assigned to the bukshi. Or com- 
mander in chief of the forces, for the payment of the anny. At that 
period of time, Ragojee Booslah, the first aajah of Berar, held tlie office 
of bukshi ; and it does not appear that he ever chose to consider himself 
as totally independent of the state of Sattarali. Tliis was dictated partly hy po- 
^ licy, and partly by a dread of the superior power of the pcishwah. Ragojee had 
• ’ pretensions (founded on his descent) to the state of Sattarah, after the_ death of 
Ram Rajah, who had no issue. The preserration of his nominal subordination 
to the state of Sattarah favored the eientnal accomplishment of those pre- 
tensions; but the dread of the superior power of the peishwah prevented 
their uUimate success. 

.Under these circumstances, it cannot be* supposed that the rajah of 
Berar considered himself to be subordinate to the peishwah, althougli it 
"v-as his interest to act with him on important occasions as a member of that 
empire, of which the peishwah was the executive . civil authority. On oc- 
casions of meeting between them, the rajah of Berar was treated, in conse- 
quence of his descent, as a superior in rank; and in the capacity of the 
first consUtuent member of the empire claimed the right of sending to the 
pcislniah a dress' of honor on his accession to office. » 

The same system has continued until the present period. The rajah of Berar 
still malnt^ns his pretensions to be rajah of Sattarah, and, a Jortiori, lo the office 
of peishwah on the same grounds as the first rajah.of Berar. On'these grounds, 
the rajah of Berar also founds his pretensions to'^be consulted in the conclusion of 
an alliance between the peish^vah and ar^ ^foreign state. 

. Tlie justice of these > pretensions houoer has never been admitted. Tlie 
rajah of Berar must be considered either as the commander in chief of the 

forces 
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forces of the empire, or as an independent power. As commander of the 
forces, Ragojee Bhooslah, the first rajah, could not claim tlie right to be 
consulted by his sovereign the rajah of Sattarah on the conclusion of forei^ 
alliances ; and the rajah of Sattarah had the power undoubtedly to conclude 
such alliances wltliout the consent of the commander in chief of his forces. 
If the question be not tried by the original constitution of the Marliatta 
empire> (namely that constitution under which the rajah of Sattarah was the 
head of the empire, and Ragojee Bhooslali tlie commander in chief of the 
forces) it must be decided by the rights of long acknowledged and actual 
power ; and under that \dew of the case, the peishwah’s independence must 
be admitted equally with that of the rajah of Berar....In either case, therefore, 
the right of the pwshwah to contract foreign alliances without the consent of 
the rajah of Berar cannot be disputed. , 

In concluding tlus disca«sion on the nature of tfie constitution of the 
Marhatta empire, it may be useful to exhibit some account of the powers 
who have been mentioned in the Notes to 'which this paper forms an 
Ajipendix. ' " , » ' * ^ 

1 st. The PEisirwAH. The wisdom and policy of Bajee Rao, the first 
peishw'ah, firmly established in- his family the power which he had tisurped; 
and accordingly, at his death, no opposition w-as made to the succession to 
the ofiice of peishw-ali of his eldest son Balbjee Bajee Rao, who died in 
1761, leaving three sons (Bishwas Rao, who was kill^ ' in” the battle of' 
Panniput.in 1762), Madhoo Rao, and Naratn Rao. Madhoo Rao, the second 
son, succeeded to the Musmid of Poonah on his father’s death; and d^^hig 
in November 1772 , was succeeded by his brother Narain Rao, who, in 
August 1773, w-as assassinated by his paternal uncle Ragonaut Rao, better 
known by the name of Ragobah. A few months after this event, Narain 
Raos wadow was delivered of a son, who was named Sevajee Madhoo Rao, 
B 3 * and 
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and «lio a cended the Musmld, on t^h.ch he contrancd until Ins death, 
„h.ch Mus occasioned in October 1795, by a fall from the terrace of Ins 
pal'ice 

On the death of the second Madhoo Rao, Chimnajee Appa, the lounger 
son of Ragobah, iias raised to the Musnud, but nas afteniards deposed, 
AOT,r,on'o?Ba and succeeded by Ins elder brother Bajee Rao, the present peishiiah, iiho is 
legitimate son of the late Ragobah During the reign of the 
^^fficeofpcish- Madhoo Rao, Bajec Rao, the present peish\^ ah, and his brother, i\ere 

confined m the fort of Juneer, near Poonah 

After a caKmitous reign of six jears, during which Bajee Rao, the present 
peishwah, was, vn the first instance, depnved by the violence and ambition of 
Dowlut Rao Schindiah of the due exercise of his authority, and kept m a 
state of die utmost degradation and r^tramt, and afteri^ards deposed and 
compelled by Jeswunt Rao Holkar, on the 25th October, to abandon his 
capital city of Poonah, and to take refuge m the British temtones the 
peishsvah, by the treaty of Bassem, was restored to the full enjoyment of 
his rights and legitimate power on the foundation of the support of the 
Bntish government The treaty of Bassem being exclusively of a defensive 
nature, imposes no restraint upon any otate or power, which shall respect 
the nghts and possessions of the Bntish government and its allies, ror can 
any ngU or power to interfere m the inlemal concerns of any of the 
'Marlialla chicTtains, be denved from the stipulaUons of that treaty, beyond 
the limits of the pcishinli s legitimate authonty , to maintain which is 
equally the duty of his subjects, feudatones, and allies 

Tlie result of these considerations, combined with an attentive observation 
of the facts and arguments stated m the Notes to which this paper forms an 

Appendix, 
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Appendi'c, of the conduct of the EriUsh government towards the pe’ishwah, 
ton-ards the nizam, and towards all its allies, demonstrates in the most satis- 
factory and incontrovertible manner, that, in concluding the treaty of BasseiA 
with the peishwah, the views and intentions of the British government 
have been just, amicable, and moderate; that the real and legitimate poiver 
of the peislwah is effectually secured by this alliance; and that, under the 
operation of his engagements with the British government, tlie peishwah 
may confidently e\pect to enjoy that tranquillity and security, accompanied by 
respect and honor, which he has never experienped under the oppressive in- 
fluence of his oivn subjects, servants, or feudatorj' chieftains, and which he 
never could have attained by the aid of any other state or power. 

2,d. Jeswu^t IIa.0 Holkar. 

Mulliar Rao Holkar, the founder of this family, was an officer in the 
serrice of the first'peishwah Bajee Rao, and was one of the earliest Marhatta ad- 
venturers in the expeditions to the northward. He received, about the year 
1736 , a portion of the province of Malna in.jagheer; and died in 1700, at 
Mulhar Ghur, a small- fortress in one of his jagheers, situated about forty 
miles from Calpee. Mulhar Rao Holkar* was succeeded . by his nephew 
Tuckojee Holkar, who died on the 15th August 1797* leaving two legiti- 
mate suns, the ^dest named Cashy Rao, and the younger Mulhar Rao ; and 
two illegitimate sons Eithojee Holkar, and the present chieftain Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar. The capital of the Holkar territories in Malnn was established at 

‘ Indore, 

* TTie ancestor of Mulhar Eao appears tobsoe been too obscure a person to ha>e excited any 
enquiries. Mulhar Rao had one son, named Khundeh Rao, •who was killed about the year 1754, 
at Deeg, in a battle against the Jat chief Soorooj IVIul. Khundeb Rao had attained the twenty- 
eighth year of his age, and had no issue, but left ® wdow named Aheeb Race, who died about 
five }ears ago, at Cholea Meyhasur, on the north bank of the Nerbudda. She bad a jagheer 
alloUed'to her 6upport, yielding an annual rerenue of fifteen lacks 'of rupees. 
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Indore, a citj about thirty miles south east of Ougein The revenues of 
the Holkar famil), pre\ious to the commencement of the late disturbances 
m the pro\mce of Malm, uere estimated to amount to eighty lacks of 
rupees, or about one million sterlmg 

Some time preiiously to tlie death of Tuckojce Holkar, that chief obtained 
from die peishuah a khelaut* of imcstiture for his eldest son Cashy 
Rao Holkar, as legitimate successor to the territorial posses ions of the 
Holkar famil} A jagheer, to the annual amount of ten lacks of rupees, 
uas houeier settled on Tuckojees jounger legitimate son Mulhar Rao, 
but no provision was made for the ill^itimate children, Jeswunt Rao and 
Eithojee, who were left entirely dependent on Cashy Rao Holkar 

Soon after the decease of Tuckojee Holkar, m 1797^ disputes arose between 
Cashy Rao and Mulhar Rao , the latter claiming an equal division of his 
father s temtones wth Cashy Rao, and both brothers repaired to the court 
of Poonah, for the purpose of referring their claims to the decision of his 
highness the peishwah 


On their amval at Poonah, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, with a view of usurping 
the possessions of the family, and it is said, m consideration of a payment of 
MX lacks of rupees, and of Cashy Raos renuncuition of a claim on the late 
Madhajee Scindiah to the extent of sixty lacks of rupees, espoused the 
cause of Cashy Rao Holkar, and made a sudden and unexpected attack in 
the month of September 1797, on Mulhar Rao, whom he slew with most of 
his adherents 


Jeswunt Rao and Eithojee Holkar had both uttached themselves to the 


• KlichU IS a dress cf honor, conferred by asiperjor on an 
»-cn to office, or as a mark of honor 


interest 

inferior, on occasions of access 
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interest of Mullrar Rao, and were at Poonali at the period of Mulhar Rao's 
death. Jeswunt Rao immediately fled to Nagpore, where he remained for 
some time. Eithqjee fled to Colapoor, where he was taken while in the 
commission of hostilities, sent to Poonah, and put to death- 

The person of Jeswunt Roa Holkar, at the instance of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
was also secured by tjie rajah of Berar; but Jeswunt Rao, having found means to 
effect his escape from Nagpore, fled to Meyhasur on the Nerbudda, and a'sembled 
forces, with which he gained several advantages against the troops of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, who remained at Poonah for the purpose of carry’ing into execution his 
violent and ambitious schemes against tlie peisliwah’s authority and government. 
Dow’kit Rao Scindiah how’ever seized the person of Khundeh Rao, the infant and 
posthumous son of Mulhar Rao, (bom a short time after Mulhar Roa’s death, in 
September 1797) and pretended to govern the possessions of the Holkar family 
in the name of Cashy Rao, whom Scindia (since the death Mulhar Roa) had kept 
in a state of dependence. It is probable however that Scindiah’s prindpal motive in 
securing the person of Khundeh Rao Holker, was to obtain the entire control of’ 
the affairs of the Holkar family, to administer the government of thdr possessions 
in the name of the family, but to appropraite the revenues to his own use. Both 
Cashy Rao and Jeswunt Rao soon became sensible of the views of Scindiah, and 
were so deeply impressed with the necessity of preventing their accomplish- 
ment that they agreed to reconcile their differences, as the only means of keeping 
the Holkar possessions in the family. 

A long contest ensued between Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Jesw’unt Rao Holkar, 
and continued until the commencemet of the year 1 802, when Holkar appears 
to have determined to change his plan of hostilities, and to make Poonah the 
theatre of his operations. Cashy Rao Holkar had at this period of time resolve'd 
to maintdn a strict neutrality in the dispute between Jeswunt Rao and Scindiah, 

and 
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and Jes^vunt Rao nou asserted, that Khundch Rao Mulhar, the son of Rao) was the 
legitimate head of the Holkar familj Jeswunt Rao accordingly insisted, that 
Khundeh Rao should he relased from confinement.and acknowledged as the head of 
the family by Scmdiah, andjthat tlie temtoiy of the Holkar famil} should be com- 
mitted to Jeswunt llao’s management, as minister to his nephew Khundeh Rao. 

Holkar s ostensible motive in proceeding to Poonah, was to assert the rights of 
lus ncjihew, and to obtain from the pcishwah, as legitimate head of the empire, 
a decision in his favour But the r^l mcws of Holkar appear to have been 
directed to a more important object The wealyaess of the peishwah's govern- 
ment, and the entire annihilation of his authority by Scindiah, had left the peish- 
wah no means of opposing Holkar, or of compelling Scmdiah to surrender the 
person of Khundeh Rao into the hands of Holkar, and Holkar naturally con- 
cluded, that the must se\ ere blow which he could strike against Sandiah’s power, 
was to destroy Scindiah’s ascendancy at Poonah, and to convert the authority of the 
peishwah’s name, into an useful instrument for his own aggrandizement. 

With these views, towards the middle of the year 1802, Jeswunt Rao Halkar 
proceeded with a large force towards Poonah. Scmdiah had been compelled (in 
the month of December 1800, by Holkar s hostile movements,) to quit Poonah 
for the protection of his possessions m Malwa, and was at Ougein when Holkar 

to winch he was exposed by Holkars movement towards Poonah, Scmdiah de- 
tached *1 force under the command of Suddasheo Bhovv, which reached the vicinity 
of Poonah at the close of the montli of September, and afterwards effected a 
junction with the troops belonging to the Peishwah A general action ensued on 
the 25th October 1802, in which Suddasheo Bhow was entirely defeated, and 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar became master of the atj of Poonah, and of the peish- 
wahs government. Jeswunt Rao Holkar, having committed no act of hostility 
against tlie Bntidi government, has hitherto been considered as a friend. In 


the 
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ihe coui'sc of the ‘late transactions, Holkar has more, than once solicited the 
advice and assistance of the British government, and . expressly intimated a 
wish- for the mediation of the British resident at the court of Poonah for 
the ' purpose of effecting an . accommodation with the peishwah, and of 
adjusting his demands on Dowlut Rao Scindiah. Under instructions from 
the governor general, colonel Close, the readent, actually endeavoured to 
persuade the peishwah to offer such concessions to Holkar as might induce 
that .chieftain to compromise the subsisting differences; but the peishwah has 
hitherto manifested an insuperable aversion to offer any concession to Holkar, 
whom he considers to be a rebel against tlic legitimate authority of the 
sovereign executive power of the Marhatta empiie. 

If any argument is required to confirm the policy of the late engage- 
ments which were concluded at Bassein, between the peishwah and the 
British government, it may be found in a consideration of the actual state 
of Holkars power, and of the territories of the peishwah, at the period 
when the governor general interposed the jKiwer of the British government 
for tlic recovery of the peishwah’s just autliority, and for the security against 
the dangers of contiguous anarchy and confusion, of the dominions of the 
Company, and of it allies and dependents, particularly those of the Nizam 
and the rajali of Mysore. ‘ 

After the power of the peishwah had been anniliilated by the success of 
Holkar against the united arms of the peidiwah and Dowlut Rao Scindiah,, 
it could not be expected that Iiis highness would Iia\c been restored to 
the efficient exercise of his autliority, cither by Jeswunt Rao Holkar, or 
by Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

Tlic design of Holkar to engross the whole jx)wer and authority of 
* C the 



the state of Poonah, ^vas demonstrated by his actual usurpation, and by the 
project which he fonned and endeavoured to accomplish, of placing on the 
Musnud of Poonah, a new pelswah ; or of restoring Bajee Rao to the Mus- 
nud under circumstances of restraint which would have secured to Holkar 
the whole military power and dvil authority of the state. It cannot be doubted 
that motives of ambition and of inveterate enmity against Dowlut Rao Sdndiah, 
would in that event have Induced Jeswunt Rao Holkar to direct his arms 
against the ‘ possessions of Dowlut Rao Sdndiah, and the accession of mili- 
tary po\ver and resources which Holkar would have acquired by the perma- 
nent establishment of his authority in the state of Poonah, would probably 
have enabled him to prosecute his dews of conquest with success. 

If on the other hand the arms of Dowlut Rao Sdndiah had ultimately 
triumphed over those of Holkar, the power and resources of the state of 
Poonah, together with those of Holkar, would have been added to those of 
Sdndiah ; and a ^tate would have been formed in the hands of Sdndiah, compre- 
hending nearly the whole Marhatta dominion, (with tlie exception of Berar) and 
possessing the nominal authority of the peishwah, and of the Moghul, with, a 
considerable revenue,- abundant military resources, a powerful artillery, and 
a numerous army, 'under the disdpline and command of French officers. 

No ultimate issue of the distractions at that time existing in the Mar- 
hatta empire, could therefore reasonably be supposed, which would not have 
consolidated under one head, a d^ree of power and' dominion dangerous to 
the British government, to the extent in whith the balance of contending 
interests in the Marhatta empire sho^d have been disturbed, and in propor- 
tion to the means which a power so consolidated would possess, of eventu- 
ally co-operating with- the government of France in hostile 'designs against 
the British empire in India. 
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ThecomTilsionsintheMarhatta state might possibly have continued for some 
time, and might have afforded a temporary security to the British govern- 
ment against any hostile designs on the part of the Marhattas, either singly 
or united with an European power. But the effects of such confusion must 
speedily have extended to the contiguous dominions of our ally the Nizam, 
and ultimately to those of the Company, and would have compelled the 
British government to engage in the contest 

Tire establishment of Holkar s power at Poonah would probably have occa- 
sioned demands on the part of that chieftain upon his highness the Nizam ; 
but, even under a contrary supposition, it is demonstrable from the state of 
the country, that Holkar could not long have maintained an army in the 
Dekan, without invading the dominions either of the Nizam or of the Com- 
pany. * 

Tlie territory round Poonah to a considerable extent, having been entirely de- 
solated by the troops of Holkar, that chieftain would have been compelled to 
invade the territory of the Nizam 5 or to penetrate into the country situated to 
the southward of the river Kistna, for the subsistance of his numerous troops 
and followers. 

The adoption of the btter alternative would have retarded, for some time, 
the predatory incursions of Holkar’s troops into the territory of the Nizam or 
the Company. But when the immediate resources of peishwah’s southern pro- 
vinces should have been exhausted, Holkar would have been compelled to draw 
tlie means of subsistence for his troops from the plunder of the Company’s 
contiguous territories, on the resources of wliich we must principally have de- 
pended for the supply of our troops in the contest, wliich that irruption w ould have 
rendered inevitable. If therefore the British government had not adopted measures 
*D 2 for 
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for the restoration of the peishwah's authority, either the Company's territories, 
or those of our ally the Nizam, would have been exposed to all the evils of war, 
while neither the Company nor the Nizam under such circumstances could have 
possessed the means, which both now command, of averting the war from their 
mvn dominions, aijd of accelerating its prosperous conclusion by a vigorous sys 
tem of nttack upon the enemy 

The restoration of the peishuah therefore under the protection of the Bn 
tish power, u ns a measure indispensibly reqiusite for the defence, not only of 
the teriitories of our allies, but of our own possessions bordering on the 
Maxhatta dominions in the peninsula of India 

3d Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

Ranojee Sandiah, the founder of this family, was born at Putteelee near 
Poonah, and served first under a chief named Bajee Rao, who commanded 
the body guard of Bajce Rao, the first peishwah, and grandfather to the 
present peishwali From this inferior station he gradually rose in the 
service of Bajee Rao, the peishwah, and afterwards accompanied him in the 
expedition which was undertaken at the close of tlie reign of rajah Sahoojee 
against the province of Malwa This province was afterwards divided into 
tliree parts, of which the first was allotted to Bajee Rao, the peishwah , the 
second to the of , the thiTd \r> iVie famAy of HoYast As 

a reward for the services which Ranojee Sandiah rendered in the expe 
dition against Malwa, Bajee Rao granted a considerable portion of the shares 
belonging to himself and to the rajah Sattarah, to Ranojee Scindiah , which grant 
was afterwards confirmed in jaghcer to lus descendants, by the rijah of 
Sattarah On the death of Ranojee Sandiah, Madhajee Scindiah, his fifth 
son, succeeded to the management of his patnmonial inhentance, of winch 
Oiigem was the capital, and by a train of successful opentions, was enabled 


to 
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to appropriate to liimself a considerable part of the province of MaUva, 
belonging to the government of Poonah, as well as to extend his domains 
over a great part of Hindostan, and of the rajpoot states ; and to obtain 
possession of tlie person and nominal authority of the great Moghul, of 
AN horn he was ostensible minister. 


Madhajce Scindiah died on the 12th February 1794, without male issue, 
and wus succeeded on the 3d of March following, by his nephew and adopted 
son Dowlut Rao Scindiah, \Ahose violence, rapacity, and lawless ambition, 
have been the main causes of the present w'ar Avith the confederate Mar- 
hatta chieftains. 


4th. Ragojee Bhooslaii. » 

The ancestor of the present rajah of Berar, the first Ragojee Bhooslah, 
died in 174g, and transmitted his government* to his son Jnnojee, who dying 
in 1772, left his inheritance to the present rajah, the son of Janojee’s 
joungcr brother Moodlnjee Booslah. Tliis occasioned a contention between 
Janojee’s brotbcis S.abajce and Moodliajee. Tlic former claimed 'the govern- 
ment in right of priority of birth, and the latter as father and guardian of 
the adopted child. They were accordingly engaged in hostility until the 

death 

• RACOILE BHOOSLAII, the Ilrtt Rajah of Eerar. ^ 
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death of Sabijee, who was killed m an engagement mth his brother on the 
U7th January 1775 From that penod the government of Berar washolden 
by Moodhajee Bhooslah*, who died at an adianced age on the igth May 
1788, and was succeeded by his son Ragojee Bhooslah, the present rajah 
of Berar 

The Mews which this chieftain and Dowlut Rao Scindiah -ire known to 
ha\e entertained mth respect to tlic supreme authonty of the Marhatta 
state, afford the means of forming a correct judgment of the motives 
whicli may ha;e rendered those chieftains desirous of subverting the treaty 
of Bassein, although they admitted that treaty to be equitable m its general 
pnnaple, and to furnish additional secunty for the just nghts of the feu 
datory chieftains of the Marhatta empire and espeaally of their own 

The whole course of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah's proceedings since his acces 
«ion to the dommiows of lus uncle Madhajee Scmdiah, has manifested a 
sjstematic design of establishing an a-^cendancy m the Marhatta state upon 
the rums of the pcishwahs authonty 


The goaemnient and person of Uic pcishwaih have long been placed 
under a degrading subjection to the oppressive control and imwarrantable usur- 
pation of Dowlut Rao Sandiah, avho had remained ivith a numerous army 
in the vianity of the pashwahs capital for a considerablfi period of time 


Tlic usurpation of Scmdiah existed m full force at the commencement 

of 

* Uipi«n,ko^tT, lhal Moodhajee BoosUh, m all state papers joined his sons name to his 
mm. Mia though hedKinct allow hra lomlerftre m bus ness, yet he treated the youth as the 
heir apparent Moodhajee Bhooslah was therefore a regent by r gbt daring his sons minority, and 
pr*,Uy 1, .wirar»», Bhwclah „ .lx,,, fort, .c,n ,o.„ of age, aaj ha. 

one son, Puiwjec Bhooslah. tuenty scren years dd 
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of the last war between the Company and Tippoo Sultaun; and the undue 
influence of Scmdiah in the Marhatta empire in tliat crisis, not only de- 
prived the British government of every benefit from the nominal alliance 
of the peishwah, at the commencement, and during the progress of the 
\var, but afforded positive encouragement to the cause of Tippoo Sultaun, 
and menaced the Nizam’s dominions, previously to the expulsion of the 
French from Hyderabad, in October 1798, and subsequently in ] 799 > while 
the Nizam’s contingent was actually employed with the British army in the 
common cause of the triple alliance against Tippoo Sultaun. 

At that time, Scindiah was restrained from the actual invasion of the 
Nizam’s dominions, by the direct interposition of the British government. 
His influence however, and the terror of his violence and power, continued 
to rule the court of Poonah, and to alarm the court of Hyderabad, until 
the e.xigency of his affairs in the north of Hindostan, occasioned principally 
by the successful progress of Jeswunt Rao Holkar* s arms, compeDed Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah to retire from Poonah in the year 1800, for the protection of 
his own territories. 

The complete establishment of Holkar s authority at Poonah, by thede- 
feat of Scindiah’s troops in October 1802, required the utmost exertion of 
Scindiah’s power against that active and powerful enemy. 

Had Sdndiah succeeded in , subverting the power ’ of Holkar, it cannot 
be doubted that he would have taken advantage of tliat success, for the 
complete establishment of his own undue authority in the state of Poonah; 
he would probably have reinstated the peishwah Bajce Rao in his government ; 
or would have raised another to the musnud, to be the pageant of his own 
power; or would have usurped the supreme nrinistcrial authority in his owti 


name. 
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mmc, if t!ic .lUi>OMtion of Dip oIIipt clm-fl.i-.n5 nf tlic M.irlmtin ciiiifrc 
5 |ioiiMln\c ciirovim^'cil nil c\iiccl.itiiili 'of lliiir .-n|mcxxiia- in tint .niiilo- 
tious project. 

llic uniform tenor of S(.hi(lnh*s coniluct, the inuatlilc of A iitic 

iwlicj, ami the pcr^mal clwractcr, Iwlnls niiil ilnixititloii of DjvIuI Ibo 
Sciiidiali, preclude the ^ui)i>OHition tint he uould alninloned llic al vi- 
lute i>o\\cr which .he \%ouM have actpnml h) the HilncrMoiv of IlolWi 
uniqiation, and would ha\c adoptotl the hlK'ral i>«)lif\ of re<tunng the exiled 
|)cishwah, to the cxcm-c of the e^taldidied fxtxmtnc aulliontj of the empire. 

In the inontcnt of alarm, which «ticccc<l«l the 'uerc-t of Jcs\nmt 

Rao Holkar, Dowlut Rao Scindiah solicited the avojicration of the Bnti'h 
government, under the pretext of rcstonng the )»ci<hvvah*s authority. Hr 
probably expected, that the aid of a dctacluncnl of nrilidi troops would 
have ensured Ills success against Uolkar, without controlling his project of 
restoring his own undue ascendancy nt Pocnali on a mom secure and ex- 
tensive ba.sis. It now appears, llwt the active and jxjwcrfnl exertions cm- 

plo)cd by the Britidi government at the express solicitation of tlic pcishvvah 
for his highness's complete restoration to the mu'niid of Poonali, were nei- 
ther desired, nor expcctal by Dowlut Rao Scindiah. llic actual restoration 
of the pcishwah to the government of Poonah, under the cxcUirivc protec- 
tion of tlie British power] and the conclurion of cngagcmcnlc, calculatct! 

to. secure to his higlincss the due cxerdsc of his legitimate authority on 

a permanent foundation,* deprived Dowlut Rao Scindiah of every hoj>c of 
accomplishing the objects of his ambition, injustice, and rapadty, so' long 
as the alliance should be successfully maintained. 

This statement of facts suffidcntly explains tlic anxiety of Dowlut Rao 

Scindiah 
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Scindiah to effect the subversion of an arrangement, the justice and equity 
of which he was compelled to acknowledge. 

The motives which must be supposed to have influenced the rajah of 
Berar in combining his power with that of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, for the 
subversion of the alliance concluded between 'the British government and 
the peishwah, were manifestly similiar to those which actuated the conduct 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

The rajah of Berar has always maintained pretensions to the supreme au- 
thority in the Marhatta empire, founded on his affinity to the reigning rajah 
of Sattarah, and in the course of a conference with the native secretary of 
the resident with Dowlut Rao Sdndiah on the 14th of June 1803, dis- 
tinctly avowed those pretensions. 

Convinced that the permanency of the defensive alliance concluded be- 
tween the British government and the peishwah, would preclude all future 
opportunity of accompUstung the object of his ambiUon, the rajah of Berar ap- 
pears to have been equally concerned with Dowlut Row Scindiah, in the 
subversion of that alliance. 

Although the views ascribed to those chieftains were manifestly incompa- 
tible uith the accomplishment of their respective designs, the removal of 
an obstacle which would effectually preclude tlie success of either chieftain, 
in obtaining an ascendancy at Poonah, constituted an object of common 
interest to both. It appears also to be probable, that those chieftains, sensible 
that the combination of their power afforded the only prospect of subverting 
the alliance concluded between the British government and the peisliwuh, agreed 
to compromise their respective and contradictory projects, by an arrangement 
for the partition of the whole power and dominion of the Marhatta state. 

^ D But 
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But, ^^lntc\c^ may Imc been the fpcdfic objects of Sdndiah and the 
ngah of Benr, Uic operation of the treaty of Ba^'^n u-is CMdcnll) calcublal 
lo preclude the accomphsliment of any ambitious pn^ccls on tlie jnrt of 
those chieftains, and to confine their power and nulhont) wilhm tlie just 
limits of tlicir respective dominions. 

Under this view of tlie subject, a suHicicnl cause will be discovered of the 
hostile conduct of those diicfiains, although no just gnnind of complaml 
should citn htve !x?cn ollcgctl hy them against (he Untwli government, 
or any design imputed to us m any degree injunoits to the security of the 
acknov\ledgetl rights and independence of Dov^lut Ibo Sandiali, or of llic 
rajah of Berar. 


SOUTHERN 
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southern JAGHEERDARS of the MARHATTA EMPIRE. 


The subordinate chieftains occupying territory to tire south of Poonah, 
may be divided into tno classes; first, the rajahs and hereditary jagheer- 
dars ; and second, officers of the government of Poonah, who command 
troops or forts. 

The principal chieftains of the first class are: . 

1 . The rajah of Colapore, who is of the same family as the rajah of 
Sattaraii ; although this chieftain therefore may have submitted to the power 
of the peishwah, it w'ould be an inversion of the principles on which the 
authority of the peishwah rests, to suppose that the peishwah could demand 
personal allegiance from a branch of the family* of which he is the osten- 
sible minister. On this account the peishwah addresses the rajah of Cola- 
pore as a superior, and treats him as such on all occasions of form or 
public ceremony. The rajah maintains 1,500 horse, and 3,000 peons, and is 
stated to enjoy a revenue of between twenty and twenty-five lacs of rupees. 

2 . The Putw'urdun family, who are Cokan bramins. Gopaul Hurry, the father 
of the late Purseram Show, left seven sons, who are all deceased, and of whom 
the four eldest (namely Gopaul Rao, Purseram Bhow, Ragonaut Rao, and Pan 
dmng Rao) left issue. The property and jagheers of the Putwurdun family are 
now divided between the sons of these four chiefs, who are, first, Balajee Gopaul 
Rao, the son of the second Gopaul Rao. As the senior brancli of the family, 
Balaj^ Gopaul Rao possesses Meritch and the neighbouring districts, yielding a 
revenue of about four lacs of rupees; he maintains a force of about two hundred 
horse, and one thousand five hundred foot. Second, Appah Sahib, the son of 

* D 2 Purseram 


The account of 
the Southern, 
jagheerdars is 
compiled from 
jnfonnation 
communicated 
by Major John 
Malcolm, resi- 
dent m Mysore. 
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Purscnim_Bhou, resides it Jiimcomlah, oncoflns jigliccrs and cnjo)S a revenue 
of about four lacs of rupees He rminUims afixal establishment of five liundrcd 
horce and one thou^anil foot, and has occasionill) lurcil otlier troops for tljc 
purpose of ravaging the counlrj of tlic rajah of Cobporc, with whom he has 
been at vvar since the death of his father Purscram Bhow, who was killed in 
1709, in an engagement with the njah near the town of Cohporc. Tliird, 
Tnmbuck Kao Kagonaut Iho resides at Karandvvar, the cliicf town of his jag- 
heer, vvhicli jielils an anniu! revenue of about two lies of rupees IIis quota is 
three hundred horse, but lie abo has enlisted, at difii.n.nt times, troops to assist 
his cousin Appall Saliib, against tlic rajah of Cobporc. Tourth, Climtamcncc 
Kao Pandmng, son of Pandnmg Kao, hxs a jaghetr } iclding four and lialf bes 
of rujxies, and resides at 1 Icrccjioor , he mamtuiis a fiscal c«tabliOimcnt of stv cn 
hundred cavair), and four hundred hor«c, and laid) uicrcascal Iii> cavair) for the 
purpose of plundering the countr) of Colaporc 

3 Tlie Kastu familj, who arc also cokan bramin«, have long possessed 
power and reputation in tlie stale of Poonah Amind Kao, tlic father of tlic 
present chiefs of the familv , left five sons, and derived great influence from lus 
connection w ith Nana Fumavesc, (pnnapal minister under tlic Pusluvah Alad- 
lioo Kao the second, of the Marhatta empire for near twentj -five jears) wlio 
married one of Anund Kao's daughters Tlie power of tlic Rastia fund) 
has since the death of Anund Kao been unilLxI m the person of lus eldest 
son, Mndhoo Kao Rastia, to whom all the other sons of Anund Kao pay 
implicit obedience. The Putwurdun and Rastn familcs arc connected b) 
marriage, they have several times been on bad tenns since the death of 
the bte peishwah Madhoo Kao m 1795, but are now fnends. Madlioo 
Kao collects a revenue of about Iwent) bes of nipees, and resides at Bad- 
amee, he maintains a force of four thousand horse, and four thousard 
peons, and lately hired an additional force of plundering hor<e, whom he 
emplojed against the rajah of Shobpore, with whom he constantly cames 
on a predatory warfare 
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4. Kishen Rao Appah Dasheo, jagheerdar of Nepaunee, has a small re- 
venue, and maintains only tliree hundred horse and four ’hundred peons; he 
is at variance wth the rajah of Colapore. 

5. Malajee Gooparah, who holds in jagheer the towns and districts of 
Tumba, Indie, and Almil, from which he derives a revenue of one lac of 
rupees; he maintains six hundred horse, for which he is allowed pay by 
/government. 

6. Purseram Pundit is a chief of some consequence; he possesses, to the 
southward of Poonah, Bijapoor Bagawarah, and some land in the Cokan. His 
revenue is estimated at ten lacs of rupees, and he maintains a force of three 
thousand horse. 

7. Pandrung Bauboo Rao possesses in jagheer the town and district of 
Baramuttee, and some adjacent villages, from which he derives a revenue 

» sufficient to maintain one thousand horse. 

8. Jaun Rao Nemalkur, jagheerdar of Puttun, a to\vn near Panderpoor, 

on the banks of the Beemah, maintains one thousand and five hundred 
horse. « 

9- Venketerow, jagheerdar of Nurgoond and Ramdroog, has a revenue 
of one lac and twenty five thousand rupees: and maintains five hundred peons 
to garrison his forts. He has obtmned some consequence by the marriage 
of his daughter to the }Oung<^t son of the late Purseram Bhow, and of 
his son to the sister of Baupo Ghoklah ; and the latter chief, in consequence 
of this connection, leaves his family and property in Nurgoond, whenever 
he is engaged on a distant expedition. ^ 

10. Sedasheva Pundit possesses in jagheer the fort and district of Belgham, 
which yields a revenue of about for^ thousand rupees. He maintains a 

force 
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force of one thousand horse and two tliousand peons, uhich is supported 
by tfie revenue of'his jagheers to the nortliward of Poonah. 

11 . Dowlut Rao Goorparah, the brother of the famous Moran* Rao, of 
Ghooty, is jagheerdar of the town and district of Gujinderghur, wliich has 
long been in ius family. It was taken by Tippoo Sultaun in 1/80, but 
re^vered in\l 792 , and restored to this family, who are highly respected 
among the Marliattas, notwithstanding they ha\e lost that power wlich 
they formerly possessed. Dowlut Rao Goopara has a revenue of about 
tliree lacks of rupees, and maintains a force of three hundred horse and 
three hundred peons, which form the garrison of the fort of Gujinderghur. 

12 . Malaseija Dasheo, the rajah of Kh}tore, possesses the country of 
Kh)tore, wluch jields a re\enue of four lacs of rupees. He maintains a 
force of one thousand horse, and four thousand peons, and is bound to 
pay an annual pelshcush, or tribute, to the peishwah, of six^ or serenty 
thousand rupees. 


The chiefs of the second class are ofneers of government commanding 
troops and garrisons. 

1. Ba^oo Ghoklah., who is, the. sou. «aC w Ojkajf. 

Bramin, and commander of one hundred horse of the pagah or stable 
horse of government, which accompanied Purseram Bhow to Seringapatam 
in 179^- Bapoo Ghoklah commands a force of- two thousand horse, besides 
pindanes, of whom he has at least one tliousand. He has also one thou- 
sand infant!}', with two or three guos. Tlie only permanent resources 
. * which 

*A person of in Major-general IV'ellesley’s camp, on the llth November, for 

tbe purpose of ^otowng tte te'rms rf peace on tte part of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah. -Vidfi OfBoal 
giMtXe, inAppendiiD. 
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which Bapoo Ghoklali has for paying this force, are the revenues of the 
Guduck and NuwTilgund d stricts, which his father seized, and which 
produce near five lacs of rupees per annum. He howe\’er derives consi- 
derable' resources fi-om the plunder of the country in the vicinity of his 
districts. 

2. Gunput Rao Paunseh, commander of , the* artillery, is an old. and 
distinguished officer of the government of Poonah, and enjoys the “districts 
of Matcovee, and Hoongoond, (yielding one lac of rupees per annum) as 
a personal jagheer. Gunput Rao has also the management of Rannee Bed- 
nore, and Hungul, wliich are tlie personal jagheers of Rapram Choudiy, 
(an officer in the service of the peishwah,) and which produce an annual 
revenue of about one lac and twenty-five thousand rupees. 

3. • Bapoojee Wettel, who attended the peishwah to Bassein, and com- 
mands five hundred horse. 

4. Bapoo Wettel Seo Deo commands six hundred horse; he is. not a 
native of the southern' provinces of the Poonah state, but entered the 
service at the same time as Gunput Rao Paunseh. 

5. Ball Kishen Gungadur commands five hundred horse, and entered 
the service of the peishwah at the same time with Gunput Rao Paunseh 
and Seo Deo. 

. 6. Bapoojee Rao Scindiah, killadar of Dan\ar, was placed in charge of 
that fortress in tire year 1794? hy the late peishwah. He maintains a garrison 
of eight hundred peons, and one hundred and bventy horse, for the payment 
of which and other expences of the fort, he is allowed the districts of 

o Butgerah 



32 


Batgerah and Mardagj, Mvhicli yield a /cvcnue of one lac and bventy 
thousand rupees per annum 

Bapoojee Sandiah lately increased liis troops to the number of tiio thousand 
horse, and three thousand peons, to make nar on the rajah of Kythore, ^ 
who has attacked the districts committed to his management 

7 . The town and distncts of Aiiaghcrree and Pursagliur, belong to Amrut 
Eao, (adopted son of the late Eagobali, father of the present peishwali) to 
whom they were given by the pre^nl pcishivah, Eajee Rao, on Ins as- 
cending the musnud of Poonali They produce a revenue of fifty thousand 
rupees per annum, and arc managed for Amrut Roo, by a person named 
Anund Rao Lullee 

In addition, to the chieftains and )aghecrda« already enumerated, the Pattah 
family, who so long possessed the extensive province of Sa\anore, (uhich 
consisted of twenty-two talooks or districts, and includes the greatest part 
of the territory belonging to the Marliattas south of the Kistnah) require 
to be particularly noticed 

Mujud Khan, the grandfather of the present Nawaub of Sa\anore, ms 

attacked ui the ■^ear 1156 ,^ h’j the coTOhuiesL forces. <i£ ijid. 

Salabut Jung, the soubahdar of the Dekan, and nas compelled to purdnse a 
peace, by the surrender of eleven talooks, (one hilf of his possessions) to his 
enemies He died soon ^ter this event, and left his country to his son 

Hakeem Khan, who contracted an intimate alliance with H^der Ally Khan, 

which was afterwards cemented by seveial mtermarrwges H^der Ally sup- 
ported Hakeem Khan so eflectually ignmst the Marhattas, that Hakeem 
Khan recovered almost ^11 the talooks which he had lost, and continued in 
a state of prospenty during the life of Hyd— 


The 
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The death of the latter pnncc m 1732, occasioned the rum of the family 
of Savanore, they vere attacked and expelled from their countrj b} Tippoo 
SulUaun, ^^hom tliey have justly pro\okcd b> joining the Mirhattas Hakeem 
Khan, who had fled towards Poonah, did not long suraivc his misfortunes 
He left several sons, the ^eldest, \bdul khur Khan, resided at Senngapatam, 
where he had married the daughter of ^Ijdcr A!!} Khan On the conclusion 
of the peace of 1792, Sa^anore came into the possession of the pcishwah, 
who provided for Hussain Khan, the second son of Hakeem Klian, by 
giving him m jaghcer the tow n ind district of Savanorc, producing about 50,000 
rupees per annum 

Tippoo Sultaun, being appnzcd of this arrangement, permitted Abdul Kheir 
Khan to proceed from Senngapatam, for the puqiosc of claiming his pa- 
tnmony On reaching Savanorc, Kheir Khan’s joungcr brother (Hussvam 
Khan) refused to admit his nght, Kheir Khan, therefore, went to Poonah, 
and obtained from the minister Nana Fiimavcsc, a decision m bis favor, 
as eldest son of Hakeem Khan Nana rurnavese granted him a ‘^unnud to 
take po«ession of Savanore, to which he directed Pur^cram Bhow to enforce 
obedience 

When the rebel -Dhoomhah Waugh, in 1800, entered Sat more, Abdul 
Kheir Khan placed himself under the protection of the British army, after 
the death of Dhcondiali, General Wdledcj made an arrangement to secure 
to Kheii Khan the receipt of the revenues of Ins jaghecr, but the distracted 
state of the province of Savanore since that period, not only defeated Major 
General Wclleslej s arrangement, but compelled Kheir Khan to retire to 
Soondah, where he began to raise troops Being prevented from completing 
his levies by General Wellesley, he has since letumetl to Savanore, where he 
now resides with his whole familj 


loth Septemb-r 
1800 
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lew of the nctual jnghc-nLirs In\c in\ h^il liirodinrj riglit to tlier 
present po sessions, whiJi Ime m pciicnl hccii pr nicil to lln-ir nncc'lors for 
miliUrj -scrMcc TIjc gtntmintiit, houucr, !ns for «'omc }wn>lK'ci» 

to ) Utah to ^ltcrnpt the rc-iurption < f the r pnnt^, or to m i«l on llic i^rfor 
nnna of l\it conilitions of 'tuici. on ihcj Nvetx onpmlls nmh , wl 

the changes of furtmic which lu^riicflhn tin. (hnirent jaglictnl'Ts Ime 
Ikxu occasioned more b) thtir di putc. \Mth t-ch other, than h} an\ ex- 
crtion of autliont) on the fan of tlit gotcrmtiLiit of Pooiuh, of whcli 
the} arc the nominal servants 

The officers of go\cmmentwholn\t iKiiunlru'itctl mill the command of troopi 
and garrisons, In\c been itmoH iimnabl) rtidtuxtl b) the weakness of the 
gONcmment of Poonah, b) tlie convul ions whicli Iia\c so long disturbed 
the Marhalta empire, and b) the example of other*, to cwdeaNour lo ren 
dcr their authont) pemnnent, and iti tome ca<cs hcrc<IiLar) m their owm 
famil) Tlic accomplishment of this object has hetn faahtaleil h) the 
inanncr m winch they arc paid bj the gotcnmicnt of Poonah for their 
seiaaccs, winch is alwajs done bv orders upon the reaenucs of the coun- 
tries in which thc) arc cmplojctl Tins system graduall} leads to the com- 
plete establishment of their |x:r<onal mthoriti, and thc subicrsion of that 
of thc petshwah 

It is al'O ciistonnrj to assgn the rc\cnucs of .^''district for a statctl pc 
nod to such jaghcerdars as roaj ha\-c incurred an cvpencc m thc service 
of the peishwah, bejond thc jtiodwce of ihcir jaghcers, and such tcinporan 
grants are often ijcnnanentlj nnnevol to their fonner possessions 

Tlie temporary allotment of a coniitr} to a jaghccrdir, or the as'^ign 
ment of lescnue to an officer of gmumiicnt for the inMiicnt of Ins troops, 

usuall) 
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usually terminates in the independent establishment of the jaghectlar, o^ 
officer in the assigned countr)-, or in a ruinous contest for the recovery of 
the rights of the state. Tins system makes c\cry province in the Mar- 
hatta empire a scene of pretty u-arfare, and has enabled subjects of the 
state to assume riglits to whicli tliey have no otlicr claim than that of usurpa- 

tp 

tion and violence. 

From this state of weakness and incfficiencj*, the government of Poonah 
may confidently expect to be rehcvctl by the operation of the treaty of 
Bassien, nhicli, at the same time that it entitles, the pcishn-ah to the 
nhole exertion of the Britisli power in the event of any emergency whicli 
may require the aid of the Company for the external defence and protection 
of his government and possessions, is calailatcd to enforce a due submis- 
sion to his authority Milhin his immediate dominions, to preserve Ills ter- 
ritories from internal anarchy, and to promote tlic happiness and tranquillity 
of his subjects, and the general prosperity of lus countr)’. 


*E2 ^ 
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APPENDIX C, 

TREATY OF BASSEISi 

0? PERrETIlAL, AND GENErAL I!)EPE^SI^E AlLIANCE betWCCn J 

the Honorable English East India Companj, and his Highness the 
Peishuali Bajee Rao, Rogonaut Rao Pundit Purdhaun Baliaudur, his 
children, heirs and successors, settled bj lieutemnt-colonel Baity Close, resident 
at the court of his highness, by virtue of the powers delegated to him by his 
Excellency the Most Noble Richard Marquis Wellesley, Knight of the most 
illustrious order of St Patnck, one of bis Bntannic Majesty's most hono- 
rable pnvy counal, go\emor general in council, appointed by the Hono- 
rable Court of Directors of the «'ud Honorable Company, to direct and con- 
trol all their affairs m the East Indies ’ 

Wliereas, by the ble<ising of God, the relations of peace and friendship 
ha\e uninterruptedly subsisted for a length of time, between the Honorable 
English East India Company, and his highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Ba- 
haudur, and haie been confirmed at different periods, by treaties’ of amity 
and union, the powers aforesaid, adiertmg to the complexion of the times, 
have detennined, with a mcw to the preservation of peace and tranquillitj, to 
enter into a general defensne alliance, for the complete and reciprocal protection 
of their respective temtones, together \ ith thofe of their several allies and 
dependants, against the unprovoked aggres’^ions, or unjust encroachments, of all 
or anj enemies whatever 


ARTICLE I 

Tlie peace, union, and fnend«hip, ro long subsisting between the two 
states, shall he promoted and increased by Uustreatj, and shall be perpetuil 

Tlie 
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The fnends and enemies, of either, shaU be the fnends and enemies of both, 
and the contracting parties agree, that all the former treaties and agreements 
bet\\een the two states, now m force, and not contrary to the tenor of 
this engagement, ^hall be confimed b) it 

ARTICLE TI 

If any power or state whatever, shall commit any act of unprovoked 
hostility or aggression, against either of the contracting parties, or against 
their respective dependants or allies; and, after due representation, shall 
refuse to enter into amicable explanation, or shall denj the just satisfaction 
or indemnity which the contracting parties shall have required, then the con- 
tracting parties will proceed 'to concert and prosecute such further measures 
as the case shall appear to demand For the more distinct explanation 
and effect of this agreement, the governor-general m council, on behalf of 
the honorable Company, hereby declares, that the Bntish government will 
never permit any power or state whatever to commit, with impunity, any 
act of unprovoked hostilit) or aggression, against the rights and temtones 
of his highness Rao Pundit Purdham Bahaudur, but will, at all times, main- 
tain and defend the same, m the same manner as the rights and temtones 
of the honorable Companj are now maintained and defended 

ARTICLE III. 

With a view to fulfil this treat) of general defence and protection, his highness 
Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur agrees to receive, and the honorable East India 
Compan) to furnish, a permanent subcidiaiy force of not less than ■’ix thousand 
regular native mfantr), with the usual proportion of field piece-, and European 
artillcr) men attachcil, and with the proper equipment of warlike stores and 
ammunition, which force is to be accordingly staboned m perpetuity m his 
said highnc^ss's tcmtoncs 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE IV. 

For the regular pa)inent of the whole cvpcnce of the said subsidiary force, his 
highness Rno Pundit Purdhaun Balnudur hereby assigns and cedes m perpetuity 
to tlic Iionorablc Ra«t India Company, all the tcmtoncs detailed in the schedule 
annexed to this treat). 


A.U T I C L E V. 

As It imy be found, tliat certain of Utc temtones ceded by the foregoing 
article to the honorable Coinjianj, ma) be mconienient from their situation, his 
highness Ilao Pundit Purdhaun B.ihaudur, for tlie purpose of rendering the 
boundar)’ line of the honorable ComiMnj’s possessions a gootl and well-defined 
onCi tliat such exchanges of talooks or hnd* shall be made hereafter, on 

tenns of a fair nluation of ihcir rcspcclnc rcicnues, as the completion of tlic 
said puTX)sc nn) require: and it is agrcotl and coicnnntcd, tint the territories 
to be a^'igncd and axled to the hdnorab'e Company by the fourth article, or 
in tx)n>fqucnce of the exchange stipulatal cicntually in this article, shall be sub- 
ject to the exdaxnc management and aotboril) of the said Compan), and of 
Uicir oflicers. 


ARTICLE VI. 

^ojnitli'Muding the total .innail cxpciicc of (he subsidiary force is estimated 
at tw cut) -foe I u.k». of nipec«, lii> <aid highness Inth agreed to cale by Article IV. 
bmU (Mimitcxl to )H.ld anmnlly the sian of t\\cnt)-slx kicks of nipcts, the 
siUil.o.vil Ivl. Wng 'mtuicU li. initl jw-ibk dclid™ccs in tl.c rwcnucs of the 
falj tile iinnonibie Ctiinjunj fnim los.. 

A It T I C L E VII. 

After tin mndu.kin of tliKtrratj, rml n, joon .r, the Briti.h rorklent ■.lull 
npn-ty to 1 j, Ibu. Piinilit I’unllnim Bilnutlur, tlut the honorable 

Comj»aii)*t 
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Companj’s officers are prepared to take chaigeof the districts ceded by Article IV 
his highness mil immctlntelj issue the necessary pumannahs or orders to his 
officers, to deluer over charge of tiu- same to tlie officers of the liono*nblc 
Company , and it is hereh} agreed and stipulated, tliat all collections made by 
his highness s officers, subsequent!) to the date of this treaty, and before the 
officers of the honorable Company shall ln\e taken charge of the said districts, 
shall be earned to the credit of the honorable Company and all claims to 
balances from the said districts, referring to penods antecedent to tlie conclusion 
of tins treat), shall be considered as null and void 

ARTICLE VIII 

All forta situated w itliin die districts to be ceded as aforesaid, shall be deli\ ered 
to the officers of the honorable Company mth the said districts and his highness 
Rno Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur engages, that the said forts shall be debvered to 
the honorable Company, without being injured or damaged, and mth their 
ordinary ec^uipmcnt of ordnance, stores, and provisions 

ARTICLE IX 

Gram and all other arbclcs of consumption, and provisions, and all sorts of 
materials for wearing apparel, together with the neccssar) numbers of cattle, 
IlOl■se^, ami camel , rcqiurcd for the use of the aubsidiai) force, shall be entirely 
exempted from duties , and the commanding officer and officers of the said sub 
■Vuliar) force, «5hall be tieatcd, m all respects, m a manner suitable to the dignity 
and greatness of both states the subsidiary force will, at all times, be ready to 
execute ‘>cr\accs» of imponancc, such as the protection of the person of his 
higlmcss, hi*5 llel^^, and successors , the ovanwang and chastisement of rebels, or 
exciters of disturbance in his highncs»s domimons, and due correction of his 
subjects or depcnckmts, whoma\ wadihold pa)mcntof the sircars just claims, but 

It 
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It IS not to be cmplojcd on tnfiing occasions nor like sebundy to be stationed 
in the country to collect the re\enucs nor against any of the principal bnnclics 
of the Marhatta empire, nor mlc\ying contnbutions from Marbatta dependants 
m the manner of Moolkgccrj 

ARTICLE X 

Whereas much incomemence has arisen from certain claims and demands of 
the Marhatta state, affecting the city of Sui it, it is agreed, that a just calculation 
shall be made of the value of the said claims by his highness Kao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahaudur, and the government of Bombay , and, m consequence of the intimate 
fiiendship now established between the contracting parties, bis highness Rao 
Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur agrees, for himself,* his heirs and succc'sors, to 
relinquish for ever, all the rights claims, and pnvikges, of the Marhatta state 
affecting the said city of Surat, and all collections on that account shall cease 
and determine from the day on which this treaty shall be concluded , m consider 
ation of which act of fnendship, the honorable East India Company agrees, that 
apiece of land, yielding a sum equal to the estimated value of the said claims 
of the Marhatta state, shall be deducted from the districts ceded by Article IV , 
and on the same principle, and from similar considerations, liis highness further 
agrees, that the amount of the collections made for the Poonah state, under the 
title of Nogdbundy, in the purgunnaUs of Chourassy and Chicklcy , shall be ascer- 
tained by an average taken from the receipts of a certain number of years, or 
by sudi other mode of calculation as may be determined on , and his saicP 
highncos doth furthei agree, for himself, his heirs and successors, to relinquish 
for ever the Nogabundy collections aforesaid, and they ^hall accordingly cea«e 
from the conclus on of this tieaty , and u is agreed and stipulated, that a p ece 
of land, yielding a sum equal to the amount of the said Nogabundy collections, 
shall be deducted from the districts ceded by Article IV m the same manner as 
stipulated m regard to the choute of Surat 


ARTICLE 
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article XI. ' 

Wliereas it has been usual for his highness Rao Pundit Purdliaun Bahaudiij- 
to enlist and retain in Iris service Europeans of different countries, • his saitf 
highness hereby agrees and stipulates, that in tlie event of ^ar breaking out 
between the English and any European nation, and of disco\ery being made 
that any "European or Europeans in his service, ‘belonging to such nation at war 
with the English, shall have meditated injury towards the English, or have 
entered into intrigues hostile to tlieir interests, such European or Europeans 
so offending, shall be discharged by his said highness, and not suffered to reside 
in his dominions. 


ARTICLE XII. 

■ Inasmuch as by the present treaty, the contracting parties arc ()Ound in ti' 
general defensive alliance for mutual defence and protection against all enemies, 
his highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, consequently .engages, neve^ 
to commit any act of hostility or aggression against his highness the nabob Asoplj 
Jah Bahaudur, or any of the honorable Company’s allies or dependants, or 
against any of the principal branches of tlie Marhatta empire, or against any 
jK)wcr vvhatcv’cr; and in tiic event of differences arising, whatever adjustment 
Ihc Cbmpany’s government, weighing matters in the scale of truth and justice^ 
may determine, shall meet with full approbation and acquiescence. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

And whereas, certain differences referring to past transactions are known to 
subsist between the sircar of liis highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, and 
the sircar of his highnCss tlic nabob Asoph Jah Bahaudur; and whereas, an ami- 
cable adjustment of those differences must be highly desirable, for the welfare? 
and benefit of both tlrc said sircars, his highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, 

• ' K with 
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with a Mew to the above end, agrees, and accoidmgly binds himself, hiff heirs 
and successors, to fulfil and confoim to the stipulations of the treat) of Mhar. 
and his highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, further agrees, that on the 
basis of the fulfilment of the said treaty of Mhar, and of the claim of his highness 
the nabob Asoph Jah Bahaudur to be totally exempted from the pajment of 
choute, the honorable Company s goemment shall be entitled to arbitrate and 
determine all such points as may be m doubt oi difference between the sircars of 
their liighnesses aforementioned and his highness Rao Pundit Purdaun Bahaudur 
further agrees, that in the e\ent of any differences arising between his govern- 
ment and that of his highness the nabob Asoph Jah Bahaudur, at any future 
period, the particulars of such differences shall be communicated to the honorable 
East India Company, before an) act of hostility shall be committed on either side , 
and the said honorable Companj, iiilerposing their mediation m a way suitable 
to rectitude, friendship, and union, and mindful of justice and estabhohed usage, 
shall apply themselves to the adjustment of all such differences conformably to 
propriety and truth, and shall bring the parties to a right understanding and it 
IS further agreed, that whatever adjustment of any such differences the Company s 
government, weighing things m the scale of truth and justice, shall determine, 
that determination shall, without hesitation or objection, meet with the full 
approbation and acquiescence of both parties It is, however, agreed, that this 
stipulation shall not prevent any amicable negotiations which the honorable 
Compan), and the courts of Poonah and Hyderabad respectuelj, maj be desirous 
of opening, provided no such negotiation shall be carried on between any of the 
three parties, without full communication thereof to eadi other 

A R T I-C L E XIV 

Whereas a treat) of friendship and alliance has been concluded between the 
honorable Company, and rajah Anund Rao Guikwar Bahaudur, and whereas 
the said treaty was meditated and executed without any intention that it 'hould 

infringe 
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infringe any of the just rights or daims of his highness Rao Pundit Purdhauu 
Bahaudur, affecting the sircar of the said rajah ; his said highness, adverting 
thereto, and also to the intimate alliance now established behi een the contracting 
parties, doth hereby formally acknowledge the existance of the said treaty, betwee^ 
the honorable Company and rajah v^nund Rao Ginckwar Bahaudur ; and , 
as much as by reason of certain unfinished transactions, the conclusion of whicfi 
has been suspended from time to time, various demands and papers of accounts 
are found to subsist between the government of his highness Rao Pundit'PurdhaUfj 
Bahaudur, and the sircar of the rajah aforementioned : his said highness, placing 
full reliance on the impartiality, truth, and justice of the British government- 
doth hereby agffee, that the said government shall examine into, and finally adjust 
the said demands and papers of accounts, and his said highness^furtherstipulate^ 
and binds himself, his heirs and successors, to abide by such adjustment as t\\f> 
British government shall accordingly determine. 

i 

A U T I C L E XV. ' 

'The contracting parties will employ all' practicable means of conciliation (q 
prevent the calamity of war, and, for that purpose, wll at all times be ready 
enter into amicable explanations with other states, and to cultivate and improvg 
thejrencral relations ofpieacc_andjimi];w.^vitb jill-thrpinw£cs Jif-lnriuj- 
to the true spirit and tenor of this defensive treaty. But if a ^var should unfor. 
tunatcly break out between the contracting parties and any other power whatevei. 
tlien his highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Baliaudur engages, that with the reser\'g 
of two battalions of Scpojs, which arc to remain near his highness’s person, th^ 
residue of the British subsidiaiy force, consisting of four battalions of Sepoys 
with their artillery, joined by six thousand infantr}' and ten thousand horse, of liig 
highness s own troops, and making together an anny of ten thousand infantiy' any 
ten thousand caralr)*, with the reejuisite train of artillery’, and ^rlikc stores qf 
e^ery kind, shall be immediately put In motion for the purpose of opposing thg 
‘ * F 2 ' enemy . 
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enemy ; and Ins highness hkesMSe engages to employ every further effort m his 
poner for the purpose of bringing into the field, as speedily as possible, the 
ivhole force uhich he maybe able to supply from his dominions, with a tieii to 
the effectual prosecution and speedy termination of the said « ar. The honorable 
Company in the same manner engage on their parts, in this ease, to employ ra 
actiie operations against the enemy, the hugest force which they may he able to 
furnish 01 cr and aboi e the said subsidiaiy force. 

ARTICLE XVI 

Whenever war shall appear probable, bis highness Hao Pundit Purdbaun Ba- 
haudur engages to collect as many Bunjanes as possible, and to store as much 
gram as may be practicable m hvs frontier gamsons 

ARTICLE XVII. 

As b) the present treat} , the union and fnendship of the t\\ o states is so firmly 
cemented, that the} ma) be considered as one and the same, his highness Rao 
Pundit Purdhaim Bahaudur engages, neither to commence nor to pursue in 
future, an} negotiations with any other power whatever, without giving previous 
notice, and entering into mutual consultation w^th the honorable East India 
Company's government, and the honorable Company’s government on their 
parts, hereby declare, that they have no manner of concern with any of his 
highness s children, relations, subjects, or servants, with respect to whom his 
highness is absolute 


ARTICLE XVIII 

In as inucli ns by the present treat} of general defensive alliance the ties of 
union are, uitli the blessing of God, so closely drawn, that the interests of the 
two states arc become identified, it is further mutually agreed, that if disturbances 
'lull at an} time break out m Uie districts ceded to the honorable Company by 

this 
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this agreement, his highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur shall permit ^uch 
a proportion of the subsidiary troops^ as may be requisite to be employed in 
quelling the same, mthin the said districts. If disturbances shall at any time 
jreak out in any part of his highness’s dominions, contigious to the Company’s 
rontier, to which it might be inconvenient to detatch any proportion of the sub- 
lidiary force, the British government in like manner, if required by his highness 
lao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, shall direct such proportion of the troops of 
he Company as may he most conveniently starioned for the purpose, to assist in 
pielUng the sdd disturbances within his highness’s dominions. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

It is finally declared, that this treaty which, according to the foregoing articles, 
is meant for the support and credit of his said highn'ess's government, and to 
presen’e it from loss and decline, shall last a& long a& the sun and moon shall 
endure. 

Signed, sealed, and exchanged, at Bassein, 
the 3U« of December, A. D. 1803, 
or the bihof Ramzaun, A, H. 1317* 



A TRUE COPY, 

(Signed) B. CLOSE, Resident at Poonah. 

A TRUE COPT, 

(Signed) M, WILKS, Private Secretary. 


SCHEDULE 
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SCHEDULE of the Territories ceded in perpetuity hy his Highness 
Bajee Bao Ragonmit Pundit Pitrdhmn Bahaudur, to the Honorable 
English East India Company Bahaudur, agreeably to the fourth 
article of the annexed treaty. 

First. From the province of Guzerat, and territories south thereof 

Dundooka, together with Choora, Ranapore, and Gogo, 1,05,000 
Cambay Choute and Nagpoor 60,000 


South of the Tapfee. 


Pumalr 

Bootrar 

Buwanny 

Bulnir.... 

Fanho\e 

Soopa 

Sarbaun 

Wallore 

Baoidookusba .......... 

VTannsda Choute «... 
Durumpoory Choute 
Surat Choute ......... 

Customs 


27.000 .. 
6,200 

, 8,800 

85.000 
1,07,000 

51.000 

30.000 

30.000 
7,900 

7.000 

9.000 
42,100 

83.000 


Betivccn the Nerhudda and Tapiee. 


Oolpar 3,16,000 

Hansood 85,000 

Ocltscer 78,000 

Kundavy 65,000 

Total, sooth of thcTaptec, and between the Ihptce and Nerbodda, 10,38,020 


Deducted 



‘8,30,400 


Deductc;^ 20 per cent on account of decrease of rerenue, 2^j07,600 


Nakabu^'df of Chourassy and Chicldey. 
Phoolpara, Coomaia, ^Veuga-am 


20,000 


25,000 


Second, from the territories near the Toombudra. 


Saranofr twenty-six talooks l0,22,838 

From Dankapoor 5,56,762 

15,79,600 


Grand Total 26,00,000 

Signed, sealed^ and exchanged at Bassem, 
the 31st of JDecemler, A. D. 1602, 
or the 5lh of Ramzaun, A. H. 1217. 



* A TnoE copy, 

(Signed) B. CLOSil* Resident at Poonah. 

A TRUE COPT, 

(Signed) M. WILKS, Prhate Secretary. 


APPENDIX 
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scngci to the killedir of Alimcdnuirgm, to requne him to surrendc.r hi. 
forr and, on arrnal m the neighbourhood of the p-ttah I offered 
rowle to the mlnhitantc Tins was refused, as the pettah wa. held by i. 
bodj of Arabs, who were supported b) a battalion of Scindiahs regular m 
and a body of hoise encamped in an open space between th p^^t 
t'-h and the fort 

1 immediately attacked the pettah with the picquets of the mfantr) rein 
forced bj the flank companies of the 78th regiment, under the command 
of lieutenant colonel Hameso in another place with the 74th regiment, 
and first of tlie 8th, uqder the command of lieutenant colonel Wallace , and 
in a third with tlie flank companies of the 74th, and the Its battalion 3d 
regiment, under the command of captain Ve«ey The pettah wall wa. 
\cij lofty and defended by towers, and liad no rampart, so that when 
the troops had ascended to the attack, the) had no ground on which they 
could stand, and the Arabs who occuped the towers, defended their po«t 
\\ilh their usual obstinacy At length they were obliged to quit the wall 
and fied to the houses, from which they continued a destructive fire 
upon the troops Scmdiahs regular infantry also attacked our troops after 
they liad entered the pettah In n short time howe\er, after a brisk 
and gallant contest, we were completely masters of it , but with the loss 
of some brave officers and soldiers, as lour Excellency will percene by 
tlie inclosed return The enemy s loss avas, from the nature of the con 
test, necessarily much greater than ours and on the night of the 8th, 
all that part of their force, which was not required for the defence of 
the fort, went off* to the northward, including all the Arabs avho survi 
'cd the contest in the jigitaty. exrfptwjw j> j»maU .wj.\TOi\er w.W ^feuded 
one of tbeir wounded chiefs who could not be removed farther than 
the fort 

On the Qth, I reconnoitred the ground m the neighbourhood of tlie fort, 
and on that evening lieutenant colonel Walbce, with five companies of 
the 7 tth regiment, and the id batttalion I2th regiment, seized a posi 
tion within four hundred jards of it, on which, m the course of that*, 
night, a batter) was constructed for four guns, to take ofF the defen 
ces on the side on which I propo-^ed to make the attack This opened 
at cb) light on the 10th, and it was *0 advantageously placed, and fired 

vvitii 
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with such effect, as to induce the killedar to desire that I should cease 
firing in order that he might send a person to treat for his surrender. In 
my answer I told him, that I sliould not cease firing, till I should 
have taken the fort, or he should have surrendered it; but that I should 
listen to whatever he was desirous to communicate. 

Yesterday ‘morning he sent out two x-akeels to porpose to surrender the 
fort, on condition tliat he should he allowed to depart with his garrison, 
and that he should have his private property. 

Although I consented to this proposal, it was five in the evening be- 
fore the hostages arrived in camp, wlhoul whose presence I refused to 
stop the fire from the British batteries. According to his engagement 
however, the killedar marched out of the fort this 'morning, wdth a gar- 
rison consisting of 1400 men, and the troops under my command took, 
possession of it. 

In this manner has this fort fallen into our hands; our loss since the 
8th has been trifling, which I attribute much to the spirit with •which 
our attacks on that day were carried on. 

I have to* draw Your Excellency'’s notice towards the conduct of the 
troops, particularly on that occasion, and towards lieutenant colonels Har- 
ness, Wallace, and Maxwell, who commanded in the trenches, captain 
Beauman commanding the artillery, captain Johnson of the engineers, and 
captain Heitland of the pioneers, in' the short subsequent siege. 

Your Excellency must be well acquainted with .the advantageous situ- 
ation of the fort of Ahmednuggur on the frontier of his highness the 
Nizam, covering Poonah, and as an important point of support to 
all our future operations to the northward. It is considered in this 
coimtr}' a'-, one of its strongest forts; and excepting Vellore in the Car- 
natic, is the strongest countrj' fort that I have seen. It is in excel- 
lent repair, excqiting in the p.'irt exposed to the fire of the British troops. 

I shall hereafter have the honor of transmitting to Your Excellency 
an account of the ordnance, stores, and grain which it contains. 

• I have the honor to be. My Lord, 

With the greatest respect, 

. Yovir Excellency's most obedient. 

And fiuthful humble servant, 

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

• G 2 


Return 




2dnalt3hon I2tli Reg Natne Infantry, 
Pioneers 1st Eittalion, 

Total 
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^Captain Grant, 78tU regiment 
\ Captain Humberstone, 78th ditto 
Killed, Anderson, 78th ditto. 

^Lieutenant Plenderleatli, 1st bat 3dregt N. I. 
fLieutenant Wilson, 74th regiment. 

Wounded, Larkins, 78th ditto. 

(Signed) * li- BARCLAY, 

Depy. Adjt. Genl. in Mysore 
Published bj command of his excellency 

The most noble the governor-general in council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the GoiH. 

GENERAL ORDERS, 

Jiy hh Excellency the Most Nolle the Governor-General in council • 

Fort IViHitm, Sepimler S/A, 1803 

The Governor-general m council having received from major-general the 
honorable Arthur Wcllcslc), the official account of the reduction of the im- 
portant fortress of \limcdnuggur, by the forces under the command of that 
officer, IS pleased to signify the high approbation with which his excellency 
m council has observetl the judgment, prompitudc, and skill manifested by 
major-general Welleslej, m directing the operations of the forces under hiS 
covjww'wvd QW tlwt cr,tvca\ cyccasvaw , 

His excellenc) in council is pleased to direct major-general Wellesly to notify 
to the officers and ti'oops under his command, that the governor-general m 
council has derived the most cordial satisfaction from the distinguished alaentv » 
gallantly, and spint, which they di‘;pla)cd in the attack upon the pettah, and 
in the subsequent siege of the fort of Ahmednuggur , and the gov emor-gcneral 
in council Ins remarked w ith particular approbation, the conduct of lieutenant 
colonels Hame'ss, Walhcc, and Maxwell, of captain Bcauman of the artillery; 
of captain Johnson of the engineers, and of captain Heitland of the pio- 
neers 

Tlie go.emor-gencnl m counal deeply laments the loss of captains Grant 
and Humberstone, of lieutenants Andcr'on and Plenderleath, and of the brav e 

soldier® 
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soldiers who fell in the successful contest of the 8th of August The 
memory of those gallant officers and soldiers who hate fallen with honor iii 
the public service will be regarded with affection and respect, bj their sovereign 

and their countr) 

B) command of his Excellenc) 

The most noble Uie Governor general m council, 

* L HOOK, Sec to the Govt Mil Dept 

Fori William, September Sth, 1803 

A Dispatch, of which the following is an extract, has been received this 
da), by his Excellency the most noble the governor-general, from his 
Excellency the commander m chief 

To his Exccheniy the most noble 

MARQUIS 'WELLESLEY, 

Governor general, 6’e £^c 

My Lord, 

1 Hx\ E the honor to inform your lordship, that I attacked Mr Perron’s 
force this morning, which was strongly posted with tlieir nght extending to 
the fort of Ally Ghur, and their entire front protected by a deep morass, 
which obliged me to change my onginal plan of attack, and detour considerably 
to tlie nght, to turn their left fiink, which I completely effected, di'ilodging a 
body of troops which were posted m a village in the enerays front 

On moving forward with the cavalry in two lines, supported by the hue 
of infantry and guns, the enemy immediately retired after a very few shot 
from the cavalry guns, which did some execution 

Several attempts were made to charge some considerable bodies of ciialry, 
who made in appcirancc of standing, but Ihp rapidity of their retreat pre- 
vented the possibility of effecting it «o completely as I couM have wished, 
but I liave reason to behave, that m consequence of the operations of this 
<lay, many of Ins confederates have left him 

My loss in ynen and hor^ is very inconsidemble, and no officer 
I luve the pleasure to assure jour lordship, that the zeal, a-tivilv, and 
steadiness displavcd by both officers and men, afforded me entire satisfiction. 
end deserve my warmest prai«ae 

My 
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My staffaftbrdedmeever)' assJstance; and I fed myself under great obli- 
gations to them. 

From €ver}' infonnation I can obtain, immediately on our advancing, 
Mr. Perron, with his body-guard, retired towards Agra, and has left colonel 
Pedron in charge of the fort. 

I am at present encamped to tlie southu’ard of the fort, and the town of 
Coel is occupied by one of my battalions. 

I have the honor to be, my lord. 

Your lordship’s most faithful and humble servant, 
Head Quakters, (Signed) G. LAKE. 

Camp before Ally Ghur, August 29, 1803. 

/ 

Published by command of his excellency 

The most noble the Governor general in council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Cldef Sec. to ths Govt* 


GENERAL ORDERS, 

By hh Excellency the most' noble the Govej'nor General %n CoundL 

Fort JVtlham, September Bth, 1803. 

The governor general in council is pleased to offer his most cordial thanks 
and congratulations to iiis excellency the commander in'chief, upon the distin- 
guished ability, energy, and success of the conduct of the forces under his excel- 
!encj'*s personal command, in the judicious and gallant attack of the forces under 
the command of Mr. Perron, in the \icinity of Coel, on the 29th of August. 

His c\(xllcncy in council has reived, v/ith the most sincere pleasure, the 
commander in chiePs report of the zeal, activity, and steadiness, displayed by the 
officers and men, and of the meritorious services^ of the staff on that important 
occasion. ♦ 

The gov emor general in council is pleased to direct the commander in chief 
to signify to the officers and men employed in tlie action of the 29th of August, 
that the conduct of tlie army on that day has obtained tlie high approbation 

of 
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of his excJIenc) m cominl , has confirmed the reputation and honour of the 
Bntish arms in India and has secured the most important advantages to the 
cause of the allies, m the prosecution of the war, and in the speedy establishment 
of permanent peace 

By command of his excellency the most noble 
The go\emor general m council, 

L HOOK, Sec to the Gov il/i/ Dejif 


Tort Will a Zipittnbir 9 , 1803 

A Dispatch, of which the following is an extract, has been recen ed this day, 
by his excellenc) the most noble the goiemor general, from his excellency the 
commander m chief 

My Lorn, ^ 

It is Mith infinite satisfaction I inform your lordship, that the mlnbitants of this 
part of the countr) are coming in fast, and manifest t Mi«ih of being protected b) 
the Bntish government, and that in consequence of mj having caused it to be 
made known to the head men of the villages m this neighbourhood, that it is not 
m} intention to molest either the persons or properties of sucli of the inhabitants 
as shall claim my protection, J have the pleasure to sa), that the people who had 
deserted the town of Coel on our approach }esterda}, aie returning fast to their 
houses, and the town is nearly repeopled indeed the} liav e e\ ery reason to .be 
satisfied, as live instant this position was gained, a battalion was posted in Coel to 
prevent plunder, by which means very little lo*=ts was sustained b} the inhabitants 
1 learn, from all quarters, that most of the enem} s cavalry who opposed us 
jesterda}, have returned to their home^ dfeclanng Ihcir inability to oppo^fe 
the English 

From ever} account I can receive, the number of cavali} opposed to us 
amounted to fifteen or twenty thousand ' 

Tlic countr} in our rear is m a state of perfect tranquillit}, nor has it been 
molested b} a single horseman 


I have 
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I have sent into the fort a summons in English and Frenclr, which will; I trust, 

have the desired dffcct. * , • , 

- ' ' * I have the honour to be. 

My Lord, . ^ 

Your Lordship’s most faithful 
And humble sen'ant. 

Head Quarters, ' (Signed} G. LAKE. 

Catnp J^efore Ally G/iurj August 1803. ^ 

Published by command of. his Excellency 

The most noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, chief Sec. to the Goi'. 


. .. Feh William, SepUmhrlOtbf, 1^0$. 

To CAPTAIN LIONEL HOOK, .. 

' Sec.' to the Govt. Mil. Dept. 


,SiR, .... . ' 

1 Have the •honor,, by order of the commander in chief, to forward to you, 
for the information'of.his Excellency the most noble the Governor general 
in council, a return of the killed, and wounded, » and ’missing, in the action 
wluch took place yesterday, between the British army and that of general Perron. 

■ • • . • ! have the honor to be, - 

SIR, ■ ; 

Your .obedient Servant,*' 


tiEAD quarters, , ' ' 

Camp at Coel, Jiugust, 1S03. 


' D. OCHlElibNY, 

* ' l)ep. AdJ. Geii. 


* 
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Heturn of the Killed, Wounded, and Missing, in the Second and 
Thbd Brigades of Cavalry. 

Camp at Coel, August 29, 1803. 


rKjlled 

1 37th Dragoons i Wounded 
(.Missing 
rKined 

2 d Natire Cavalry v Wounded 
^Missing 
fKiUed 

3d Native Cavalry Wounded 

" (.Missing 

( 39 ^ Dragoons Wounded 

Y 1st Native Cavalry Wounded 

^4ai Native Cavaliy { jrf 


■ 


[Killed . Men , l| 
. ..Hoists 3 ' 
[Wounded .Men . 4 
.... Horses 8 
[Missing ..HorseslO 


7ubUslied by command of his Excellency 

The most noble the Go\emor-general in council. 

L. HOOK, iSec. to ike Govt. Mil. Dept- 


, Fori WtUiam, September ISth, 1803. 

A Dispatch, of which the following is a copy, has been received this day, 
by Uls Excellency the most noble the governor geneml, from his exc^Uent^ 
the commander in chief. 

* ' . » I . . 5 

, TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE MOST NOBLE 


My Loim, 


MARQUIS WELLESLEY, 

COVERNOU GENERAL, '^C. £^c. 


It is with inexpressible satisfacUon that I Rave the honor to report to your 
lordship, ilic capture of \he fort of Ally Ghur this morning by assault. * ' 
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Having spent some da) s in fruitless endeavoims.to save the unnecessary 
cfRision of blood, on finding that the natives persisted obstinately in “their 
determination of resistance, and rejected cveiy overture I made, I found 
m}seif under the necessity of determining on some decisive measure, and 
after maturely considering the probability of success with the obstacles that 
opposed us, I judged it preferable to cany it by assault, than to lose time 
by the slower operations of a siege. * 

In consequence of this resolution,' I ordered the honorable lieutenant-colonel 
Monson to lead the attack, composed of four companies of his Iilajesty’s 
76th regiment, and the 1st battalion of the 4 tU regiment pative infantry under 
lieutenant-colonel Browme, with a detachment of the 17th native regiment 
under captain Bagshaw. 

Colonel Horsford, of the artillery, covered their advance by a! heavy^ fire 
from batteries in situations which had been previously determined on. 

I attribute the success of this attack enrircly to the gallantry and steady 
conduct displayed by tlie lionorablc lieutenant-colonel Monson, in leading on 
his men under a most galling fire of musquetry and grape against a fort 
hitherto deemed impregnable, and defended on all sides with the utmost 
obstinacy. 

It would be injustice in me were I not to mention the distinguished 
bravery of the men of his Majesty’s 76th regiment, ivho, notwithstanding 
the loss of many of their officers, steadily persevered till the attainment of 
their object was effected. 

To colonel Browme, of the 1st battalion of the 4 th-regiment, who has re- 
ceived a severe wound, and to the whole of the officers of that battalion, 
whose exertions on this occasion were most meritorious, my praise is justly due. 

To major Me. Leod, who gallantly led the 76th regiment after Colonel 
Monson was wounded, and to' captain Shiplon, of the artillery, who had charge 
of the guns thatTorced the gate, both of whom, tliongh wounded, still re- 
mained at their post, I feel myself much indebted. ♦ 

To colonel Horsford, who commanded the artillcrj', as well as to captain 
Robertson and Greene, w ho 'commanded the covering batteries, I feel myself 
under the infinite obligations, and indeed that whole rorps merit my warmest 
praise for the gallaiUry displayed on this 'occasion, as well as on every other 
in which they' have been engaged. * 


*H2 


It 
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It is \utli extreme sorrow 1 Jament the Joss of many valuable officers of 
hf< majest)'s 76 th regiment, and also of the honorable Company’s service. 

I am soiiy to add, that colonel Monsons wound is dangerous; and* I 
fear I shall at all events, be deprived of the services of this gallant officer for 
some time. 

I shall have the honor to forward to ) our 'lordship, as soon as possible,’ 
leturns of the killed and wounded, officers and men, under my command ; which, 
considenng the nature of the attack, are' as few as could be expected. 

I feel I shall be wanting m justice to the ments of Mr. Lucan, an officer, 
a native of Great Britain, who lately quitted the service of Scindiah to avoid 
serving against his country, were I not to recommend him to your lordship’s 
particular attention. He gallantly undertook to lead colonel Monson to the 
gate, and point out the road through the fort, which he effected m a 
most gallant manner, and colonel Monson has reported, having received infi- 
nite benefit from his service. If you deem* him worthy of any mark 
of your Excellency’s favor, it will afford me great satisfaction if his services 
are rewarded by government. 

I have the honor to be, My Lord, • 

Your lordship’s most faithful humble servant. 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Hfad Qaarterj, Camp AUy^Ghur, September 4, 1803. 

P. S. I have the honor to enclose correct returns of the officers killed 
and wounded in the attack this morning. • 

M. Pedron, who commanded in the fort, is our prisoner. He vv-as-the only 
European in the garrison. 

(Signed) 'G. LAKE. 

Copy of the First Brigade Jletimi hf KiJlcd; IFoimded, and Missing, 
4th September, 1803. 

niS MAJESTY’S 76* EEGIMENT. 

Captain Cameron, 

. Killed. 
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KiLLED...Lieutenant Fleming, 

* Browne, 

Campbell, 

Lieutenant and adjutant St. Aubin. 

- Number of Men Killed, not knoun. 

Wounded. .Honorable Lieilt. Col. Monson, 

Major Me- Leod. 

Lieutenant Sinclair, 

* Ensign Fraser, • ® 

Forty Men as^iet ascertained. 

FIRST BATTALION 4th REGIMENT NATIVE INFANTRY. 

Killed Lieutenant John Turton, 

Wounded Lieutenant Col. Browne, 

CapUun Beiry, 

Lieutenant Andre, 

Ensign Buigess, 

Number of Sepoys killed and wounded, not yet known* 

SECOND BATTALION 4th REGIMENT NATIVE INFANTRY. 

• Being in the Fort, as yet not known. 

SECOND BATTALION lyth REGIMENT NATIVE INFANTRY^ 

Wounded Captain Bagshaw, 

, Lieutenant Boscowan, 

Number of Sepoys Killed and TVovmded, not yet ascertained. 

ARTILLERY. ^ 

Wounded Captain Shipton, 

Number of Men Killed and [Founded, not yet ascerta{ned.r- 
. (Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Mil. Sec. 

Published by command of his Excellency 
, The most noble the Governor general in council, 

* J. LUMSDEN, Chtf Sec. to the‘ Govt. 

GENERAL 
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GENERAL ORDERS 

By his Ercellency the most noble the Goveinor general in council. 

^ Fort IFMiaw, Sept 15, 1803 

The governor general m counal, under the strongest impressions of public 
gratitude, notifies to the army, his unfeigned admiration of the distin- 
guished conduct of the forces employed. under the personal command of his 
excellency general Lake, in the gdlant and successful assault of the strong 
tort of Ally Ghiir on tlie 4th instant. 


The proposals of surrender offered by the commander in chief to the gam- 
son immediatelv after the retreat of Mr Perrons forces, afford the most 
convincing proof, that the humanity yf the Bntish character ,s intimately 
connected with that spirit of alacrity and valour which marked the comman- 
der in chiefs judiaous resolution, to meet the obstinacy of the enemv bv an 
immediate assault of the place ^ ^ 


f r manifested b) the commander m chief m the plan 

o he attack, correspond with the intrepidity, spirit, and perseverance of his 
brave officers and soldiers, in executing the orders of their able and gallsn i 
general and the glorious result of the assault has considerably augrf^Ld 
the reputation of the British name and the honor of the Bntish arms in^ndia ^ 
The governor-general in council is pleased to direct the commander in chief 
io express the particular and most distinguished approbation, with vvhich^his 
Excel ency in council has viewed the courage, firmness and ok 1 1 n 
played by the honorable lieutenant-colonel Monson m lev 1 tu ' 

under eireumstances of the utmost degree of ffiffi Jtv L! ® a 

sense of the interests of the public Irvice, and f L “e t "'I 
tmuvnee of the glorious success of the British arm in ^ 
governor general in council sincerely anxious tZl h ' 

t rr ■ “■-■■'"“■ot; 


The 
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The governor-general In coundl also desires, tliat his particular approba- 
tion may be signified to major Mc.Xeod'of the' 76 tU regiment, to captain 
Shipton of the artiUciy, and also to lieutenant colonel Ilorsford, captains 
Robertson and Greene. 

It is W'ith the greatest^ satisfaction ' that tlic governor-general in council 
expresses his applause, of the braverv', discipline and steadiness, of t!ic men of 
his Majesty's yOth regiment,' and of the corps of artillery, as well as of all the 
•soldiers, who were employed on this brilliant service 

The loss of captain Cameron, liculcn.mts Fleming, Browne, Campbell, St. 
Aubin, and Turton, is deplored by the governor-general in council. Tlieii 
country, their friends, anij their king, will how ever receive consolation for that 
loss, in reflecting upon the glory of their atcliievemcnts, and upon the public 
advantage' of their illustrious example. 

Tlie gov’brnor-gcneral ,tn council directs tlic commander in chief to signify 
to Mr. Lucan, the approbation \vith *\vhich Ins excellency in council has re- 
marked the services rendered by' that gentleman to the cause of his native 
counti^’, in the spirited exertion of British courage and public zeal. It is 
highly satisfactory to his excellcni^ in council to obsen'e, this meritorious 
example of a just attention to the duty winch every British subject owes to 
the British government in India. The governor-general in council will not 
fail to reward the services of Mr. Lucan, in shell manner as shall be re- 
commended by the commander in chief. ^ 

The governor-general in council relies with confidence on the approved 
daaracter oi Ans anny, and ot the commander m c^llef, that their unabated 
magnanimity, skill, and perseverance will be attended with a continuance of 
success, proportionate to the justice of our cause, and to the superiority of 
our arms. -* n, " 

By command of his Excellency the most noble 
• - . The governor-general in council, 

' L. HOOK, Sec. io Govt. Dept. 


' Fort 



iToulKtlled and -Wouoded I 2| l| 4] sU] l| 2!l5| 2! 223| l| 4| I I 6 


T Ota] Killed .... . | | 1 5 l 5 43 1 3 

Total Wounded I 2 l| 3 3 2 2 10 2 180 1 _ 6 

Names of Officers, lUlcd and wounded. 

AttTiLLCRT Captain Sbipton, \iounde<i 

7Gth Rcgiment Killed — Captain Cameron , Lieutenants Fleming, Browne, Camp- 

bell, and Lieutenant and Adjutant St Aubm 

."Wounded — ^Thc Hon Lieutenant Colonel Monson, Major 

Mac Lcod, Lieutenant Sinclair, and Ensign Fraser 
UtBxT 4lhRcG Killed — Lieutenant Turton 

• .Wounded — ^Lieutenant Colonel Browne, Capt Berne, Lieutenant 

Andre, and Ensign Burgess 


4CoMrs I7th Regt .Wounded— Captain Bagshaw, and Lieutenant Boscawen 

J GERARD, Mj Cat 

Published by command of hw Excellency, **■ 

The most noble the Governor-general, in council, 

J LUMSDEN, Cht^ Sic, to the Gci t 
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Fort nilliam, 5?//. 18, 1803. 

Dispatches were this day rcceired by the Governor general, from 
his Excellency the commander in diicf, dated from camp at Soomna on 
the 7 th of September, by ^^hicIl it appears, that M. Perron, late com- 
mander -ot the forces of Dowlat llao Scindiah, having resigned the ser- 
vice of that chieftain, had applied by letter dated the 5 th September, for 
permission to pass with his family, property, and the officers of his suite, 
to Luenow, through the territories of the honorable Company, and of 
the Nawaub Vizer, and had also applied for a sufficient escort to be 
composed either of Britisii troops, or of his own body guard. His 
Excellency general’ Lake had immediately complied, with M. Perron’s 
request, and had accordingly permitted that officer to proceed through 
the British territories, attended by a British officer, who had been 
appointed to meet M. Perroir on the frontier, and to conduct him to 
Luenow. His Excellency general Lake bad also permitted M. Perron to 
be escorted by his own body, guard, and had provided for the reception 
of M. Perron in the -Company’s territories, and those of the Nawaub 
Vizier, tvith every mark of respect and honour. 

Published by Command of His Excellency 

The Most Noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, ChicJ' Sec. to the Govt. 

Fori Ullllanif S<pl.2ly 1803. 

On the 2d instant, a body of predatory horse, commanded by a 
* French officer, attacked the Cantonment of Shekoabad on the frontier of 
the district of Etavrah. The British forces at that post, consisting of 
five companies of the first battalion eleventh regiment native infantr}', 
with one ,gun, under the command of lieutenant-colonel Coninghain, 
continued to resist the attack of the enemy’s cavalry during the greater 
part of the day, w’ith great resolution and spirit, and at length suc- 
ceeded in repulsing the enemy. Tlie enemy appear to have suffei'ed 
considerably, and to have lost several officers on this occasion. The 
conduct of lieutenant-colonel Coningham, and of the troops under his 
command,^ on this occasion, received the high approbation of his Excellency 
* the commander in chief, expressed in general orders. 

On the 4th instant, lieutenant-colonel Coningham was again attacked 
•I. by 
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by the enemy's troops, to whom he opposed a spirited resistance for 
sLe hours; but having reason to believe that their number was so con- 
siderable as to render further resistance ineffectual, he surrendered, on 
condition that his detachment should he permitted to march to Cawnpore, 
with their arms and ammunition, and the gun attached to the corps; 
that all private property should he protected, and tliat die dctaclunent should 
not serve during the war wath Dowlut Kao Serndrah, These terms were 
faithfully observed by the encthy, and the detachment accordingly marched to 
Ca^vnpore. 

His Excellency the commander in chief on the night of tlic 4tli inst detached 
a force to Shekoabad. Intelligence has been received of the arrival of that 
force at the place of its destination ; and the retreat of the whole of lire enemy’s 
troops from the Company’s dominions. 

The following are the names of the officers wounded in the attack, on 
Shekoabad : 

Lieutenant colonel Conningham. 

Captain Lambome. 

Captain 'Winbolt......Artillcry, 

Lieutenant Stoneham. '' 

Ensign Heysham. 

The number of Sepoys stated to'be killed and wounded, is sixty tliree. 

Published by command of his Excellency 

The most noble the govcmoi general in council, 

J. LUJMSDEN, ChieJ' Sec, to the Govt. 

Fort William, S^ttmier2Sf^ 1803. 

A Dispatch, of which Uie following is a copy, has been received this 
day, by his Excellency the most noble the governor general, from his Excel- 
lency the commander In chief. 

R hh Excellency the most noble Marguis IFelleslcy, Gov. gen. &c. &c. 

My Loan, 

1 HATE the sjUisfaction to inform your lorfship, that after a march of eighteen 
mrlesthrs morning, I learnt that the enemy in great force, under Mr. Louis, had 
crossed the Jumna from Delhi, with the IntenUon, of attaching ns. 


When 
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•n 

When we bad encamped, wc found our outposts ucre attacked by a body df 
the enemy* On reconnoitring to our front, I found that tlie enemy's whole 
army were drawn up in order of battle. I immediately ordered out tlie \\ hole hndj 
and advanced to attack them in front. 

The enemy opposed to us a tremendous fire from a numerous artillery, which 
w’as uncommonly well served, and causetl us considerable loss in officers and men ; 
but I have the satisfaction to add, tlial our admnee, under a most heavy can 
nonade, and actual charge of the enemy, at about one hundred paces distance) 
caused a most precipitate retreat, and left in our possession the whole of theif 
artillery. 

The cavalry pursued the fugitives to the Jumna, making great havock, and 
numbers w ere drowmed in attempting to cross. 

In short, I have only to express iny entire approbation of the gallantry of tlic^ 
troops under ir^ command during the whole of this most brilliant action, and 
shall have the honor to detail it more particularly to-merrow, which the latencs# 
of. the hour prevents me doing at present. 

. The whole army was under arms from tlircc this morning till this momenL 

I have the honor to be, my lord. 

Your lordslup's most faitliful, humble serwmt, 
Head Quarters, . (Signed) G. LAKE. 

Camp oppasite-Delhi, half-past saen, P.M. Sept, 11, 1603. 

’^Published b^ command of lus excellency 

The most noble the governor-general in council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec, to the Goii. 


Pori IPiUiatrif Sepinnler2l, 1803 . 

A Dispatch, of which the followng is a copy, Iws been received this day, 
by his Excellency the most noble tlie go\ emor-gcnei'a}, from his Excellency tlic 
commander in chief. 
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To 



To his Excellency the most noble Marquis Wellesley, £?c &?c 


Mtt Loud, 


Tort JFiUtam 


My letter of'yesterdij r^ill ha\e mfonned jour lord hip of the total defeat of 
the force under hfr Loui': The lateness of the liour prev ented my deLiiIing the 
operations of the daj as fully as I could ha\e uf hed 

I cannot find terms suffiaentlj strong to express the high sen«c I entertain of 
the gallant 'emces performed bj the whole of the officers and men in the army 
imder mj command 

When the length of our march (upwards of eighteen miles) is considered, tlie 
fatigue the whole army underwent, and that we were exposed to a moat galling 
fire from the enemj of grape and cham shot, while advancing m line, the opera 
tions of yesterday must e\er reflect the highest credit on all descriptions of troopa 
engaged, and cannot fad of striking the enemy with a dread of our army, and 
proi e to them, that opposition to such superior disaphne and courage is u«ele^ 

-To major general Ware, w ho commanded the nght mng, and to the honoAble 
major general St John, who commanded the left, I feel myself under infinite obli 
gations Tlic former, I am sorry to ray, received a very severe contusion while 
advancing with the nght wing 

Major general St John was oppo<ed to the enemy s nght The steadiness and 
ability displayed by the honorable the major general, quickly surmounted every 
difficulty, and forced the enemy to retire m disorder mtli very heavy loss 

To colonel St Leger, v\ho commanded the cavalry, my warmest praises are due 
The steadmess and gallantry of the whole corps, both Europeans and natives, 
under a fonnidahle fire of artillery, does them mfimte honor 

After the, gallant and steady charge of Vus Majesty s 76th regiment, led by 
captam Boyce, and the whole of the infentry line, who advanced to wathm one 
hundred paces of the enemy without taking their firelocks from their shoulder^, 
when they fired a volley, and rushed on with the bayonet with a determination 
nothing could resist, and forced the enemy to abandon their formidable artillery 
Colonel St Leger, vnth the cavalry under his command, moved rapidly forward, 
when a dreadful "laughter ensued By a well timed mmosuvTe of the colonel s m 
intercepting their retreat to Jumna, much execution was done, the enemy ^ 

confu'ion was such, that many were drowned lu attempting to cross the nver 

To 



To colonel Horsford, and every officer of the corps of artillery, I feel myself 
infinitely indebted for their meritorious exertions on this occasion. 

The number of the enemy’s guns already collected, is between fifty an^ sixty, 
and I expect many more before the evening. I shall have the honor to forward 
a regular return ohthe enemy’s ordnance to-moiro\v. a 

-I have to lament the loss of many officers and men killed and wounded in this 
action, returns of which shall be transmitted for your lordship’ s information. 

From the extreme heat and fatigue, that both officers and men experienced, 
I have to regret the loss of major Middleton of the 3d native cavalry, and comet 
Sanguine of the ^7 th light dragoons, as well as of several European, soldiers, who 
fell from the effects of the sun. 

I have to lament the loss of captain Robert Mac Gregor (Persian interpreter 
in the field), who fell when advancing in a gallant style. 

The consequences of this victory are the evacuation of the city and forts of 
Delhi, and the dispersion of the enemy in all directions.* 

At the earnest request of his majesty, who is anxious to put himself under the 
protection of the British government, I shall cross the river with my army as soon 
as a sufficient number of boats can be procured. i 

My staff, as usual, conducted themselves to my entire satisfaction, and merit 
my warmest approbation. 


I have the honor to be, my lord. 

Your lordship’s most faitliful, humble servant, 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 


Camp, Delhi Ghaut, September 12, 1803. 


Killed by the effects of the Sun. 

Major Middleton..... Sd Native Cavalry. 

Comet Sanguine ...27th Light Dragoons. 

Killed in Action, 

Lieutenant HiU 12th Native Infantry. 

lieutenant Preston ISth Native Infantry. 

lieutenant Alden, 

Captain Mac Gregor. 


IVounded. 
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Xybmded. 

&pt..n Covell 27* L.gl« Dragoons. 

ComtfCtoae 2d Name Cavalry. 

• Comet Mather 2d Name Cavalry 

Cornet 3d Nat.ve Cavalry. 

lieotenant Mac Donald 76th Foot 

■ Lieutenant Wrottesky 24 Battalion 2d Regiment. 

Captain Mathews Artillery 

The above is the most correct return that has jet been received. 
Published by command of liis Excellency 

The most noble the got cmor-genenil in council, 

J LtIMSDEN, Chef Sec. to the Goit 


Fert 7ni/iamt SS^ 1805 

A Dispatch, of which the following is a copj, has beecn reecned this day 
hy his ETcellency the most noble the gmcmor-gencral, from his Excellency the 
comtpander in chief. 

To his Excellency the most nohle Maiqttis JFcUeslcy, Gov. gen. &c. 5:c. 

Mt Lord, 

Fob }'our lordship’s information, I have the honor to inclose a list of the LUed 
and wounded, officers and men, of the army under my command, m the action 
of the 11 th instant 

Your lordship wnll perceive, that our loss has been v ery great ; but, when 
1 consider that we mov ed on against an immense artillery of nearly one huridred 
pieces of cannon, and many of averj large calibre, under as heavy affie as I have 
ever been vvatness too , and that this fire was directed against a line consisting, on 
the most correct calcuUtvon, of not more than four thousand five himdred men, 
including cavalry, artillery, and infantry ; and that wc were opposed by upwards 
of four times that number, it is no longer a matter of siirpnze- 
It IS necessary to remarh, thatwehadonly onebngadeofcavaliy, consisting of 
the 2p7th light dragoons, and the 2 d and 3d regiments of nativ’e caialiy, th& 
other brigades being detatched for the protection of our own provinces 


The 
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The more I reflect on. the glorious affair of the 1 1 tb, the merre forcibly I feel 
the bravery and intr^idily displayed by every individual composing my army. 
I cannot find words to express my feelings on this occasion ; nor can I sufficiently 
lament the loss of many brave fellows who have fallen. 

I have the honor to be, my Lord, 

’ Your lordship’s most faithful, humble servant, 

(Signed) ‘ G. LAKE. 

Head Quarterst Camp neat' Delhi Ghauty Sept. 13, 1803. 

Return of the Killed, Wounded, and Missing, in the action of 
September 11, 3803. 

27th Dragoons. Killed, 1 cornet, 1 quarter-master, 1 serjeant, Sprh’atesj horses, troop 22, 
officer’s 1, quarter-master’s 1 .“-Wounded, 1 captain-lieutenant, 1 serjeant, iTprivates; 
horses, troop 22, officer’s 1. — Missing, 1 private; horses, troop 24, officer’s 3 — Total 
mied, wounded, and missing— men 32, horses 74. 

Artillert. Killed, 1 serjeant, 1 corporal, 1 matross, 1 lascar^ — ^Wounded, 1 captam, 
1 serjeant, I corporal, 2 gunners, 8 matrosses, 2 serangs, 13 lascars — Missing, 1 gunner 
1 lascar.— Total 34. 

2d Regiment Native Cavalrt. EUed, 15 horses. — ounded, 2 cornets, 1 naik.*14 pri- 
vates, 16 horses.— Missing, 5 horses.— Total killed, wounded, and missing — men 17, 
horses 36. 

3d Regiment Native Cavalrt. Killed, 1 major, 1 halvildar, 5 troopers, 28 horses. 
Wounded, 1 comet, 1 jemadar, 1 naik, 9 troopers, 20 horses.— Missing, 12 horses. 
Total killed, wounded, and missing — men 19, horses 60. — 

76th Foot. Killed 2 serjeants, 3 corporals, 29 privates. — W ounded, 1 lieutenant, 1 ser- 
jeant, 3 corporals, 93 privates.— blissing, 1 corporal, 5 privates. — ^Total killed, wounded, 
and missing, 138. 

2nd Battalion 4th Regiment. Killed, 2 havildars, 1 naik, 9 sepoys. — ^Wounded, I 
lieutenant, 2 subadars, 2 havildars, 4 naiks, 1 drummer, 69 sepoys. — Total killed and 
wounded 91. 

2nd Battalion 12th Regiment. Killed, 1 lieutenant, 1 subadar, 2 havildars, 1 naik, 

3 drummers, 11 sepoys. — .Wounded, 1 subadar, 1 havildar, 2 naiks, 32 sepoys, 1 bishty. 
Total killed and wounded, 56. > 

1st Battalion 15th Regiment. Killed, 1 subadar, 3 sepoys— Wounded, 3 havildars, 

1 naik, 8 sepoys, — 'Total killed and wounded 16. 

2nd Battalion 15th Regiment. Killed 1 lieutenant, 1 drummer, 5 sepoys.— Wdund- 
ed, 9 sepoys — .Total killed and wounded 16. 

* 1st 



IstBATTALiou 2ndRECiMENT RiUcd, iWdar, 1 naik, 1 sepojr— 'Wounded, lieu- 
tenant, 1 havildar, 1 naik, 12 sepoys^Total killed and wounded 18 
2nd Battalion 2nd Regiment. Killed, 2 havddars, 4 sepoys— -Wounded, 2 lieu- 
tenants, 1 hanldar, 1 naik, 18 sepoys —Total UUed and wounded 28 

1st Battalion, 14th Regiment. Wounded, 1 havildar, 12 sepoys 

• ‘Thtal Europeans Killed, JJ^ottnded, and Missing. 

Killed 1 major, 1 captain, 2 beutenants 1 comet, 1 quarter-master, 4 serjeants, 4 
corporals, 39 privates — ^Wounded 1 captain, I captain lieutenant, 4 beutenants, 

3 cornets, 3 serjeants, ,4 corporals, 2 gunners, 118 privates — Missmg, 1 corporal, 

1 gunner, 6 privates — ^Total killed, wounded, and missing l97 

Total Natives Killed, fFbunded and Missing 

Killed 2 subadars, 8 havildars, 8 naiks, 38 privates, 4 drummers, 1 Lascar — ^Toended 
Ssubadars, i jemadar, 9 havildars, II natks, 19i privates, 1 drummer, 2 serangs, 13 
lascars, I bhisty— Total natives killed and wounded 288 


Horses Killed 67 

Wounded 59 

Missing 47 


Total HoKes...l73 

Names of Officers Killed and Wounded in the Action of the ilth inst. 

Killed Major Middleton, 5d regiment cavalry , — captam Mac Gregor, Persian inter- 
preter in the field , — beutenant HiU, 2nd battaUon !2th regiment , — lieutenant Preston, 
2nd battalion I5tb regiment , — comet Sangumc, 27th dragoons, — and, quartermaster 
R Richardson, 27th dragoons 

Wounded Major general Ware, — captain Mathews, Artillery, captain beutenant 

Covell, 27th dragoons .—beutenant Me Donald, 76th regiment beutenant Wrot- 
tcsley, 2d battalion 4th regunent lieutenants Alden and Harriot, 2d battabon 
Od regiment comets Croswe and Mather, 2nd regiment cavaby ,— comet Swindell, 

3d regiment cavalry 

Signed) J GERRARD, Adj. Gen 
Published by command of lus Exellenc^', 

The most noble the governor general m council, > 

J. LUMSDEN, ChieJ" Sec. to the Govt. 

Tort ^ 
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. Fcrt IFtlllatHf September 18, l803. 

A Dispatch, of which the following is an extract, has been received this 
day by his excellency the most noble the governor-general, from his excellency 
the commander in chief. 

To His Excellency the Most Noble Marquis Wellesley, Goy. Gen. &c. 

My Lord, 

I have the honor to inform yodr lordship,* that the army this morning 
commenced crossing the Jumma. I trust the whole will be on the opposite 
bank by the evening of the third day from hence. 

In consequence of the delay occasioned in preparing the necessary presents, 
i shall not visit His Majesty until the l6th instant. 

I have the pleasure to inform your lordship, that colonel Macan has re- 
ported to me, that he took possession of the fort of Firozabad on the pth 
instant. 

My letter of the 7th will have have informed your lordship of Mr. Perron’s 
application for leave to pass through the honorable Company’s territories on 
his way to Lucknow, 1 have the honor to inform your lordship, that 
Mr. Perron, accompanied by Messrs. Beckett and Fleury, passed Sarsnee on 
the 12th instant} the Utter gentleman, who with some difficulty joined 
Mr. Perron,' informed colonel Ball, that the horse he had under ’his com- 
mand had dispersed. 

I learn from all quarters, that the dispersion of tlie force that opposed 
me on the 11th, is most complete; and I expect shortly to have it in 
my power to inform your lordship, that Monsieur Bourquain, alias Louis, 
and the other French officers in his army, lia\e delivered themselves up, as tliey 
have already requested to be allowed to throw themselves upon the protection 
of the British government 

I have the honor to be, My Lord, 

Your lordship’s most faithful humble sonant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

if£.lD QumtSSS, Qirfip, Delhi, Sep. U, 1803, 

Published by command of His Excellency 

The most noble the go\emor-gencral in council, 

- J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Gov. 

*K 
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Fort JFVlijirtfS/ptfrnhfr 28f 180S. 

A Dispatch, of ^\hich the following is a copy, has been received this 
(lay by his Excellency the most noble the gov emor-generaj, from His Ex- 
cellency the commander in chiefl 

To his Excellency the Most Noble Marquis Wellesley, &:c. Sec. 

My Lord, 

I Have the pleasure to inform your lordship, that Messrs. Bourquain, 
Geslin, Guennmier, Del. Perron, and Jean Pierre, yesterday delivered them- 
selves up prisoners. 

They reside for the present in the fort under a guard. I shall however 
dispatch them m a few days under an escort to Futty-Ghur, from whence 
they will embark for the presidency. 

I have the honor to inform your lordship, that I intend paying my first 
visit to his Majesty to-morrow morning. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) G. I/AKE. 

HSAD QuaXTSXS, Delhi, Sep.lS, 1803. 

Published by command of His Excellency 

The most noble the governor general in council, 

J. LUMSDEN, ChieJ" Sec. to the Govt. 


Fort TFitliam, Octolrr 1, IS03- 

A Dispatch, of which the following is an extract, was yesterday received 
fiy ffis liixcellency the most noble the governor-general, from His Excel- 
lency the commander in chief. 

To His Excellency the most noble ^Jarquis Wellesley Gov. geti. &c. 

My Lord, « 

* / 

,I Have the honor to lordship, that in consequence of the 

hour fixed upon hy his Majesty,.! yesterday, attended by the chief officers 
of the army, waited on lis' 'Majesty at his palace m the fort. 

'Akber Shah, His Majesty s eldest son, came to my camp to conduct me. 

His 
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His Majesty received me seated on his throne, ^vdien the presents \\eie 
delhered, and the forms usual on those occasions were observed. 

His Majesty and his whole court were unanimous in testifying their joy 
at the change that has taken place in their fortunes. 

I have the honor to he, Mt Lord, 

. Your lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE). 

Head QtiarterSi Camj> Delhi, Sep. 17, 1803. 

Published by command of His Excellency 

The most noble the governor-general in council, 

' ' J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 


• Feri William, OctsierS, 1803. 

Dispatches, of which the following are copies, have been received by His 
Excellency the most noble tlie governor-general, from His Excellency the 
commander in chief. 

To Ms Excellencif the most noble Marquis lyelleshy. Gov. Gen. 

My Loud, 

I Have the honor to inclose, for jour lordship's information, a return of 
tlie ordnance found in tlie foil of Ally Ghur, captured on the 4th instant. 

The conation of the guns, number of arms and accoutrements, quantity 
of powder, mibtary stores, &c. have not yet been ascertained; but I have 
left captain Best, an officer of artillery, in the garrison, who will, as soon 
as possible, send me exact return^ which I shall have the honor to forward 
to jour lordship. 

I have the honor to be. My Lord, 

Your lordships most faithful humble sen ant, 

' (Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarter:, Ccr-p n-ir Cecrjch, 8, 1603, 


* K2 
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I Total OF THE CAPTORED cuys, See. |3360| 2ll82| 

N B. Tliere was not sufficient time to ascertain the exact condihon of 
ihn>vt or/JnanRjL, so. as, ♦«. 'i?erv/tiSW/t, -vt 

In the Arsenal jard is abundance of shot for the*abo\e guns and'^^^me 
stone shells; but neither of them are jet counted,'. 

In the Magazine is a large quantity of gunpowder, not yet weighed. 

In the Arsenal is a great number of new arms and some accoutrements. 
Part of the arms are made after the Europeaii, and part after the country 
fashion; the exact number of each not jet known. 

In the Store Rooms are milibry stores of \anous kinds, but not at pre- 
sent examined. 


(Signed) JOHN HORSFORD, i. Ccl. Com. An. in the Jeld. 
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To Ms Excellency the viosl iiohte RIarqith Wellesley Goo. Gcn» ^ 

Mt Lord, 

For your Lordship's information I have tlie honor to transmit a return of 
ordnance, &c. taken from the enemy on the 11 th instant 

From the reports of the officer commanding the artillery, the nhole of 
this ordnance is remarkably fine; as will be more fully pointed out to your 
lordship by the remarks of colonel Horsford annexed to the return. 

The whole of this artillery played on our line as we advanced. 

I have the honor to be. My Lord, 

Your lordship's most fiiithful humble servant^ < 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Hiod Quoritf/t DtUiXf Stpt, 18, 1803. 

Report of the Ordnance, &c. captured opposite Delhi, on the llth of 
September, 1803; the tvhole mounted on field carriages, with 
limbers and traces complete. 

2 Brass, 20 pounders, 

5 ditto, 18 pounder carronades, 

3 ditto, l6 pounder ditto, 

3 Iron, 12 pounders, (French), 

14 Brass, 6 pounders, 

1 Iron, 6 pounder, 

23 Brass, 4 pounders, 

5 ditto 3 ditto, 

'A 3 ditto, 

1 Brass, 8-inch mortar, 

1 ditto 8-incli howitzer, 

4 ditto 6-inch ditto, 

2 ditto 54 ditto. 

68 Pieces of cannon, of different natures. 

37 tumbrils complete, laden with ammunition 

24 ditto ditto ditto ditto, blown up on the field of battle. 

6l tumbrils complete, laden ivitli ammunition. 

N. B. Many tumbrils and ammunition carriages abandoned by the enemy 
in the Jumnah and Nullah, not included above. 


The . 
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remarks. 

,f * I 

The' whole of the preceding ordiianoj appeal " serviceable,” except one irOn 
12-pounder, and one iron 3-poundcr, whidi are burst m firing. 

* The iron guns are of Europe manufacture- The brass guns, mortars, and 
howitzers have been' cast in India: one Portuguese 3-poundcr excepted. Some 
bear an inscription of being made at Muttra; others at Ugein, but the whole 
are evidently fiom the design and execution of an European artist. The 
dimensions are, m general, those' of the French; the workmanship is of as 
high a finish as 'any in the Company’s arsenal. 

Thirteen of the 4-pounders have iron cylinders (or bores), over which it 
would seem the metal was run m casbng the piece; for the adherence is so"' 
dose, that no sht or chasm appears; and nothing but die different colours 
of the two metals discovers the junction. The iron cylinder (or bore) is 
composed of four longitudinal pieces of, hammered iron, remarkably close, 
and neatly fitted throughout the bore. 

The whole of the pieces are furnished with well-made ^elevating screus; 
some are of the latest French improvements ; and to the mortars and howit- 
zers the same kind of elevating screws are, by a simple and ingenious ad- 
justment, made to elevate the piece to any angle, and ghe either of them 
the double capacity of mortar and howitzer. 

The carnages arc strong and good; some arc neatly made according to 
the French pattern. 

The tumbrils are very stout, but of the clumsy size and shape made by 
*hvfe CsOTirpany m'lnwr arsenSi aDOilt’twerity years ago. Taome, 'however, ’nave 
the modem draft chain, whilst otheis have ratained the trace made of green 
hides. 

The ammunition, both round and grape, differs from that made in the 
Company’s arsenal, insomuch as that the bags are of cotton instead of serge, 
and not fixed to bottoms with the shot; and also, two sorts of grape are 
made use of after the Frcncc ordnance, viz. large balls for great distances, 
and smaller balls for Ifisser distances. 


Ch^In 
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Chain shot, rolled up into the shape of a ball, of the size of tire hors? 
of the piece, either mortar or diowitzer, made part also of the enemy's 
ammunition. 

(Signed) JOHN HORSFORD, ‘Lieut. Col. Com Art. in the Jield. 

A true*, copy, (Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Mil. Sec. 


General orders by his Excellency the most noble the governor-general 
in council, captain-general and commander in chief of all the land 
forces serving in the East htdies. 

Fort WtlVtatr, October 1, 160S. 

The returns received by the governor-general in council of the ordnance taken 
On the field of battle near Delhi, on the 1 Jth of September 1803, have completed 
the official statement 'of the military’ operations conducted under the personal 
command of his excellency general Lake, from the 2C)th of August to the 
18th of September. 

In reviewing the rapid and brilliant success of our arms within that period of 
time, every loyal subject of the Brifish empire must be animated by the most 
zealous emotions of just pride, national triumph, and public glory. 

The governor-general in council has already expressed the sentiments of gra- 
titude and admiration wth which he contemplates the conduct of his excellency 
the commander in chief, tind of the officers and troops under his excellency’s 
personal command, in the action of the 29th of August, and In the gallant assault 
of the fortress of AllyGhur, on the 4th of September. 

His excellency in council highly approves the judicious and early movement of 
the army after that important success towards the prinapal station of the enemy’s 
infantry and artillery, and the position whence the most speedy relief might be 
afforded to the unfortunate representative of the house of Timur, and to his 
majesty’s ro}’al family. 

The dedsive victory gained in the battle of Delhi, on the 1 ith of September, 
justified the firm c»nfidence reposed by the governor-general in council in the 
braved)*, perseverance, and discipline of the army, and in tlie skill,* judgment, 
aefive spirit, and invincible intrepidity of their illustrious commander. 

The 
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The glory of that day is not surpassed by an> recorded triumph of the British 
arms in India, and is attended b) e^eiy circuihstance calculated tp elevate the fame 
of British ^^lor, to illustrate the character of British humanity, and to secure the 
stability of the British empire m the East 

The goiernor general in council acknowledges with the most cordial satisfac 
tion, the distinguished senices of myor general Ware, and of the honorable 
major general St John, m the action of the 1 1th of September , and directs the 
commander in chief to signify his particular approbation of the conduct of major 
general Ware m the command of the right wing of the British aimy . and of the 
conduct of the honorable major general St John, m the ability and steadiness 
which he displajed in the command of the left wing, by surmounting ever} 
difficulty, and bj forcing the right wing of the enemy to retire in disorder 
with heavy loas 

The governor general m council also directs the commander in chief to 
notify to colonel St Leger, and to the corps of cavalry employed on this 
honorable occasion, the high approbation with whicli His Excellency m council 
has received the report of their gallantry and firmness, and of the peculiar 
skill manifested under the able command of colonel St Leger, in their judi 
Clous, rapid, and decisive movements during the action, and after the flight 
of the enemy had commenced His Excellency m council contemplates with 
great <atisfaction the advanced state of discipline of the native cavalry of Ben 
gal, and the splendid proofs which that'^corps has afforded of its efficiency 
in active service against the numerous artillery of the enemy 

The conduct of captain Boyce, and of His Majesty s 76th regiment, is 
noticed with the warmest ^pphuse by the governor general m council the 
high reputation established by that respectable corps in various services of 
cfifhculty and danger m India, appeared in the battle of Delhi, with a degjee 
of lustre which has never been exceeded even by Bnti'jh troops His ex 
ctllenc) m council signifies his most distinguished approbation of the firm 
ness and intrepidity of the officers and men of the native infantry, who, 
with His Mnjestj s 7 Gth regiment, at the point of the hajont-t, forced an 
cnemj, considerably superior in numbers from a powerful and well served 
artillerj, and opened the vvaj for the successful charge of the cavalry Tlie 
conduct of the native troops on this memomble day reflects the highest honor 
upon the discipline of the army of Bengal, and confirms the confidence of 

the 
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the go\ernor gencnl in council, m the diligence, skill, and courage of the 
officers of this establishment, and in the eminent cliaracter of our native 
soldiers 

To lieutenant-Colonel Horsford and the aitiiler}, tlie governor general m 
council repeats the public testimony of approbation vvluch that mentonou'; 
corps has uniformly deserved in every exigency of the service 

To the staff of the army, the go.cmor-general m council is happy to 
express the satisfaction with whidi he learns that they continue, on all 
occasions, to merit the warmest approbation of the commander m chiet 
The governor-general m council sincercl) laments the loss of majoi 
Middleton, captain Me Gregor, lieutenant Hill, lieutenant Preston, comet 
Sanguine, and qnarter-masfcr Richardson, and of the brave soldiers who 
fell in the exemplary exertion of deliberate valour and disciplined spirit, 
at the battle of Delhi The names of these brav e men wall be commemorated 
vvitli the glorious events of the day on which they fell, and will be 
honored and revered while the fame of that signal victory shall endure < 
In testimony of the peculiar honor acquired by the army under the per- 
sonal command of lus excellency general Lake, the governor general m 
council la pleased to order, that honorary colours, with a devace properly 
suited to commemorate the reduction of the fortress of Ally Ghur, on 
the 4th, and the victory obtained at Delhi, on the llth of Septem'ber, 
be presented to the corps of cavalry and mfantr), European and native, 
respectively cmplojed on those gloiious occasions, and that a public 
monument be erected at Fort William, to the memory of the brave 
officers and men, European and native, who have fallen m the public 
service during the present campaign 

The honorary colours granted by these orders to His Majesty’s 27th 
regiment of dragoons, and to the 76th of foot, are to be used by 
those corps while they ‘shall continue in India, or until His Majesty’s 
most gracious pleasure be signified through His Excellency tlie comman- 
der m chief 

In concluding his orders on this memorable occa'Jion, the governor- 
general in council is pleased to direct, that tlie public thanks of the supreme 
government of the British pos'^es-sions m India, be given to his excel- 
lency general Lake, commander m chief of His Majesty’s and of the 
* L honorable 
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honorable Company s forces in Indii, who, with unexampled alacrity, 
eminent judgment, and indefatigble courage, under extraordinary difficulties, 
has prepared the army of Bengal foi the field has conducted it by a 
rapid succession of glorious \ictones to the complete defeat of a pouer 
All enemy and has maintained the honoui of the Bntish name m India, 
by a humane attention toi\ards the inhabitants of the conquered provinces, 
and by a due respect and reverence towards the unfortunate representative 
of the house of Timur, and towards His Majesty s royal family 

His excellency tlie most noble the governor general m council, captain 
general and commander m chief of all the forces serving m the East 
Indies, IS pleased to direct, that the«e orders be publicly read to the 
troops under arms at every station of the land forces m the East Indies, 
and that the European officers of the Native corps do cause the same 
to be duly explained to the natwe officers and troops 

By command of His Excellency the most noble 
The gov ernor general m council, 

L HOOK, Sec to the Goit AIIl Dept 
By command bf His Excellency the captain general 
and commander m chief of the land forces 

J ARMSTRONG, ^cl Mil Sec 


His Excellency the most noble the governor general m council has 
received authentic advices of the capture of the fort and city of Baroacb, 
by Assault on the 29th of August, by the troops under the command 
of lieutenant colonel Woodington « 

Authentic mtelligence has also been received of the capture of the fort of 
Jalmporc by the troops under the command of colonel Stevenson 
Tlic official detail of these important events have not yet been received 
from the honorable major general WtUcsly 

PubliMicd by command of his excellency 

The roost noble the governor geneial in council, 

J LTJMSDEN, CkieJ' Sec to the Got I 

Fort 
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Fort Will au^ Octshii 3, lS03 

Dispatches, of \\hicli the following ire extract-?, have been received by his 
excellency the most noble the govemoi general, from the honorable the governor 
in council of Bomba) The official dispatches on this subject have not yet beeh 
received from the honorable major general Wellesley 

To the honorable Jonathan Duncan, Dsq 

President and Governor ^ £/c &c in Council 

IIo'vQiiABLE Sir, 

I have the honor to inclose a copj of mj letter to major general Wellesley fop 
jour mformation 

I have the honor to be. See &c &c 
(Signed) HENRY \\ CODINGTON, Lmit Col 

Canp Itfmt Baroach, August io, 1803 


To the honorable major-general At ihiir IVelhslex), S^c &c &c 
Sift, 

I have the honor to acquaint ) ou, that I have this morning attached and taket^ 
possession of the Pettah on the western face of the fort of Baroach The battery 
for two eighteen pounders I hope to have finished in the course of the night, an^ 
that I shall be able to begin to batter to morrow morning, when I flatter myself 
a soeedv reduction of the fort will msue 
Agreeably to my communication to jou, I marched from Baroda on the 21st^ 
and encamped within two co«s of Baroach on the 23d It was my intention tc, 
have attacked the Pettah fon the out-^ide of which I was informed they hacl 
brought their whole force) on tlie morning of the 24th, expecting to have foun4 
the Fury ‘ichooner, with the two eighteeji pounders at mchor, about a cos§ 
from the fort, agreeably to the intimahon I Had received , but early in the morning 
of the 24th, one of mj cossids, who had been dr?patched to lieutenant Hemtson, 
the commander of the vessel, to give him notice of mj approach, brought mc; 
mformation from him, that on account of the shallowness of the water, it would 
be uttcrl) impracticable to get his vessel to Baroach until the springs, and that 
he was at anchor at Bargood, five coss off 
* 1/2 
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On this intelligence I marched to Baigood on the 24th, and made an arrange- 
ment to bnng the eighteen-pounders and stores up in boats, and I am happy to 
acquaint you they are just armed. 

We found the enemy m front of the Pettah, as I expected, to receive us, and 
with great ease forced them to a preapitate retreat into the fort. 

Our loss in killed and wounded is not great ; no European officer is hurt. 
I should have the honor of sending a return of the killed and wounded, but 
liave not had time yet to collect them, from the trtiops being so much employed. 
Tile loss of the enemy I have not ascertained. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) H. WOODINGTON, Lietd, Cal ' 
Commanding Detachment against Baroach. 

Camp before Bamachi 25th jiuguit, 1803. 

P. S. My detachment consists of 500 rank and file of Europeans, and about 
the same number of the grenadier battalion of native infantry j two howitzers, 
two six-pounders, and the two eighleen-pounders,' brouglit in the Fury. 
I marched from Baroda with two twelve-pounders, but I left tliem behind after 
the first day’s march, on receiving certain information of the Fuiy’s arrival in 
Baroach river, as our march w'ould have been very considerably delayed by 
bnn^ng them on. 

TTIUE COPIES, 

(Signed) J, A. GRANT, Sec, to Goit. 


To the honorable Jonathan Duncan, Esq. 

President and Governor, £s?c. five, vi Council. 
Honobable Sib, ' 

I have the honqr to endo'« ^our infonnation, a letter 1 have tins day 
addressed to the honorable major general Wellesley on the capture of Baroach. 

- I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) n. WOODINGTON, 

Lieutenant Colonel. 


Banach, August, 1803. 
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Tb major-general Wellesley, &c. &:c. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acquaint you, that at three o’clock P. M. I stormed the fort 
of Baroach, and carried it with little loss, although the Arabs made considerable 
resistance, particularly on our. entering the breach. The Arabs have suffered 
very considerably, and we have taken a great many stand of colouis. A more 
steep ascent to the breach, and of such length, is seldom seen. I cannot e\pres.« 
myself in sufficient terms on the gallantry of the officers and men I have th^ 
honor to command. I shall have the honor to address you more fully to-morrow/ 
I wnte this for your early information, immediately after we got possession of the 
place, which will, I hope, be an excuse for haste. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) H. WOODINGTON, Lieut. Colonel. 

Bat each, Augiitt, 1803 . 

TRUE COPIES, 

(Signed) J, A. GRANT, Sec. to Govti 


To the honorable Jonathan Duncan, Esq. 

Honorable Sir, 

I have the honor to transmit for your information, a copy of my letter of thi^ 
day’s date, with enclosures to the honorable major-general Arthur Wellesley. 

We have taken at least twenty stands of colours from the Arabs and Scindians/ 
I have only been able to collect ten, at present, which, together with the colour^ 
of the fort, I shall have the pleasure to send to the presidency by the earliest 
opportunity. 

I have the honor to be, with th^ greatest respect, honorable Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
henry WOODINGTON, Lieut. Colonel. 

Barcach, August 30 , 1803 . ^ 

P. S. Since writing the above, I have three more stands of Arab colours brought 
to me, besides which, I liave, at major Cuylcr's particular request, permitted th^ 
86th regiment to keep two, making in all fifteen. 


To 
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To the Hon. -Major-general Arthur IFellcsley. 

On the ivestern itde oj India» 

Sir, 

I OTOtejou jealerday evening, after ne had stormed and taken posscvs.cin 
of the fort of Baroach. I have now the honor of acquainting you more fully 
on the subject. 

The breach was reported practicable by the engineer at elc\en A. M. when 
I determined to storm, but. delayed it until three o’clock, not only that I might 
benefit by the assistance of the Fury, and an armed boat, which 1 expected would 
arrive in time to take their stations opposite the foil, but as I thought that a 
very likely hour to find the enemy off their guard. 

The vessel and armed boat, -however, did not airive in time to afford any 
assistance. 

The enclosed orders for the storm will inform you of the disposition I made, 
as will the accompan}ing profile and eleialion of the western front of the fort. 

The enemy made a desperate attack in opposing our entrance into the 
breach, but by the valor and spirit of the troops, were speedily repulsed, and_ 
my orders were carried into full execution. After captain Richardson had ob- 
tained possession of the first gate, major Cujler pushed on so rapidly, 
that he overtook the Arabs before the greatest part, both liorse and foot, 
could get out of the gale, and put to death about two hundred of them- 
Many horses were also killed. 

I beg leave to submit to your notice the ready co-o]>eration of major 
Cu)ler throughout every part of the service, his gallantry and conduct in the 
command of the storm, as also of captain Richardson, who led. 

The whole of the officers and men employed on this service have con- 
ducted themselves so mutli to my^ satisfacUon, that I cannot express m}sclf 
too strongly in their commendaftoV. 

I am now cmplojcd in establishfng some order in the fort, in- getting the 
ciglUccn-poundtr, and every thing we do not want to move with into it; 
abo in burying the enemy’s dead, amounting to about two hundred and fifty. 

I ln\c great pleasure in iiifomiing you, ilial our loss is small. Ca]»tain 
Mc.Latmn of his Majesty’s 86th regiment, is the only officer woundeil, and not 

badly. 
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badly. A return of the killed and -Bounded in the storm, as also a general 
return of tlie kdled and wounded during the siege, I enclose. 

I have the honor to be, Sia, • 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) ' HENRY WOODINGTON, 
Baroach, August 30, 1803. Lieutenant colonel. 


Baroach f Monday ^ August 29 , 1803 . 
Field orderSi by Lieutenant colonel JFoodington. 

Parole, Britannia Countersign, Success. 

The breach being reported practicable, the fort be stormed at three 
o clock. 

Storming party under the command of major Cayler. a/ 

Forlorn Hope A seijeant, and twelve volunteers of his Majesty’s sStli 

regiment. 

1st Party to lead under captain Richardson. 

100 rank and file of his Majesty's 86lh regiment including one 
flank company, and 100 rank and file of the grenadier battalion 
including one flank company. 

2d Party under major Cuyler. 

150 rank and file of his Majesty’s 86th regiment including one 
flank compan), and 150 rank and file of the grenadier battalion 
including one flank company; each party to have hoes, pickaxes, 
and crows with them, carried by soldiers; the scaling ladders (to be 
used if necessar)) to be also carried by soldiers. . ‘ 

Reserve under captain Bethune. * • 

100 rank and file of his Majesty’s 86th regiment, and 
100 rank and file of the grenadier battalion. 

Tliese parties will parade and be formed in the streets the troops occupy 
at two o’clock, and then be completed to thirty- six rounds and well flmted; 
after which they will be marched up to tlic rear of the battery under co\er 
from the \icw’ of the fort, and wait in the utmost silence until the signal 

from 
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from two six-pounders, fired quick one after the other, directs their advance 
to storm the breach. The reserve Avill follow the storming party, and after 
having entered tthe breach, captain Bethune udll immediately form his men and 
wait to act as circumstances may direct. Twenty boxes of musquet ammu- 
nition to be taken in with captain Bethune’s party. 

On entering the breach, captain Richardson will turn to the left, ?nd 
march by the works to take possession of the Cuttoopoor gate. M.Jcr 
Cujlefs party mil follow, and push on also by the woiks to take possession 
of the Jarraseer gate. When these gates are obtained, the works are to 
be cleared of any patties of the enemy in their vicinity, and the men to be 
kept under arms ready to act at a moment’s warning. 

A true copy, 

(Signed) H. WOODINGTON, Lieut, col. 


Jletut n of'%e killed, ivoimdcd, and missing in the Pettah, and the storm 
ofBaroach, on the 2Qth of August, under the command of Lieut. 
Colonel IFbodington. Baroach, the zoth of August, 1803. 
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N. B. Captain Jam« RiduWaon. of H M. 86thKtgiment,1„ , ^ , 
Captain L.M'Laurin, of H.M. 86th Regiment, /Wounded the 


29th Instant. 


(Signed) J. BEETE, B. M- 


Hetum 
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Rclurn of the killed, wounded,' and ^nissing, during the siege 'of 
' Bdroach, under the command of Lieut. Col Henry IFoodington. 
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N. D. Captain WilHam Semplfij of his MaJestj’s 86th Regiment, tilled on the 25th Instant, 
Captain James Richardson, of H. M. 86th Regiment, ■> n-rr j j * s 
Caftain L. M<Wm, of H. M. 86th Regimfnt, Wounded on the 29th Instant. 

(Signed) J. BEETE; A Af. 

. Published by command of his Excellency 

The most noble the Governor-general in Council, . 

I J. LUMSDEN, chief Sec.'to the Govt. 


' JViUiamt OctcherXAiy 1805 .’ ' 

A Dispatch, of \\hlch the following is an extract, has been received this 
day, by his Excellency tlic most noble the governor-general, from his Excellency 
the commander in chief. 

To his Ea.ccHcncy the Most Noble Marquis ireUcsleify Gov. Gen. 

M\ Lord, 

I Have the honor to enclose for your lordship's information, extract of a 
letter jhst* received from colonel Vandeleur, reporting, the arrival of colonel 
Diidcmaiguc, Messrs, Smjth, and Lapnnet, in his camp. 

• M 


Wo 
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No French officer of any consequence now remains m Scmdiah’s ser\ice , and 
those who do, would, I have reason to beheve, willingly avail themselves of any 
opportunit} of putting themselves under our protection 

I have the honor to be, My Lord, 

Your lordship's most faitlifal humble Servant, 

(Signed) G LAKE 

Head Quarterly Camp Chamay 1// Ztpt 1803 


LxUact of a letter from colonel Vandelcur, dated camp, Muttra, 
September theZoth, 1803 

Colonel Dudemaige and Messrs Smith and Lapanet, having quitted Scin- 
diah’s service, came into camp this day 
A true extract, 

^ (Signed) G. A F. LAKE, Military Secretary. 

A Dispatch, of which the following is a copy, has been received by his 
Excellency the most noble the governor-general, from his Excellency the 
honorable major-general Wellesley 

Camp, September 12, 180S 

My loud, 

I Have the honor to inclose copies of Uie papers * which contain a detailed 
account of the attack upon, and capture of Baroach I beg to draw your 
Excellency's notice tb the conduct of the troops employed on this service, 
particularly to that of lieulenant-colond Woodmglon who commanded, to 
that of major Cuyler and captain Richardson of the 86th regiment, and of 
captain ClifTe of the Bombay engineers 

1 Vave the honor to he. My Lonn, 

With the greatest respect, 

Your excellency's most obedient 

And faithful humble Servant, 
(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

ITii Excellency the Goiemor-General, Sec. See 

Published by command of his Excellency 

• Tlic most noble the governor general m council,^ 
J. LUMSDEN, Chef Sec. to ike Gov 

General 

* The le Papen wtre published la Ibe Guette EHraotdinary of Ihe 4lh October 
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- ' GENERAL ORDERS. , 

By his Excellency the most nohlc the Govenior.gcneral in council. , 

Foli IFilham, Oct. li, 

The Governor-general In council derives great satisfaction from the intelligent^ 
■which he has received of the reduction of the fort and city of Baroach, Qn 
the 29th of August, and of the ability, promptitude,^ and gallantry with whi^h 
Uial important service was accomplished by the brave officers and troops, iind^r 
the command of lieutenant-colonel Woodington 6f* the establishment of Bombay. 

His Excellency in council highly approves the conduct of lieutenant-colony 
Woodington in his judicious and spirited exertions for the early reduction tjf 
the place ; in directing the operations of the siege ; in his seasonable deteh. 
mination to assault the fort ; and in the disposition which he made of the 
troops under his command, with a view to secure the rapid suc^ss of th^t 
gallant attack. 

The governor-general in council signifies his partinilar approbation of the valor 
and judgment manifested by major Cuyler of his Majesty’s 86th regiment, 
throughout the service at Baroach; and in commanding the storm of the fort . 
and by captain Richardson, of the same corps, in leading’ the assault. H(s 
Excellency in council also observes with particular satisfaction, the conduct of 
captain Cliffe, of the engineers of Bombay. 

To all the officers and troops, European and native, employed on.thi^ 
honorable occasion, his Excellency in council signifies his high commendation, 

Tlie governor-general' ih council’ foments tfie loss ot" captain W. Sempfe of 
his Majesty’s 86th regiment, killed on the 25 th of August, and of the fe;v 
brave men •^^ho fell before Baroach. It is a great satisfaction, however, tc, 
observe, that an acquisition so important, should liave been secured with thb 
loss of only one officer, and of so ie^v soldiers. 

In bearing a due testimony to the merits of the officers and troops employe^ 
in the reduction of Baroach on the 29lh of August, the go\ emor-general in 
council remarks, that on the same day, distinguished by the commencement 
of the victorious career of the army of Bengal, under the personal command 
of his Excellency general Lake, upon the frontier of Oude, the army of" 
Bombay at the western extremity of the peninsula of.India, effected a service 
of the most arduous nature, with a similar spirit of alacrity and courage. 

In tlie course of an extensive and complicated system of military operations. 
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the glonous success of our arms since the commencement of this war lias 
been uniform m every prt of India, the able and gallant ofiiccrs and troop, 
of his Majesty’s service, and of the several establishments of the three presi- 
dencies Inve been actuated by equal sentiments of public spirit and honor, and 
have co-operated with equal ardor and success, man umted effort to arcom- 
plish the just objects of the allies Hie governor-general in council confides 
vn the justice of our cause, an wtowitocws. the tbrc.'e and 

in the continued co-operation of their respective resources and povvtx, that 
the views, of the confederate chieftains will be ‘specdilv fmstated bj the complete 
restoration of peace and tranquillity to the provinces of Hindostan and the 
DekaOj which have been been disturbed by the ambition and violence of the 
enemy 

The governor-general m counal directs, that copies of this order be transmitled 
to the right honorable the governor in council at Fort fat George, and to the 
honorable the governor tu council at Bombay, to be published to the armies 
of those presidenaes' respectively 

By cornmand of his Excellency the most noble 
The govenor general m council, 

(Signed) L HOOK, Sec to the GutA Mtl Dept. 


FortWtlhatny Oct ifr 18, ISOS 
Authentic advices have been received by His Excellency the most noble 
the governor-general, containing the important intelligence, that on the 23d 
of September, an action took, place near the Adjuntee Pass m the Dekan, 
between the forces undei the command of the honorable major general 
Wellesley and the main body of the combined army of the confederate chief- 
tains Hovvlut Hao Scindiah and the rajah of Berar, m which, after a severe 
engagement which lasted for three hours, the enemy was completely defeated, 
and nmetj pieces of cannon were taken by the Bnti‘>h troops at the po nt 
of the bajonet 

Our loss has been severe m this glorious and brilhant victory. 

The official dispatches have not yet been received from the honorable 
major general Welleslej 

Published by cemmand of His Excellency 

' The most noble the governor-general m council, ^ 

J. LUMSDEN, chej" sec. to the gott 
Fort 
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Fcrt IFtUtam, October 19 , 1803 . 

The following dispatch, received last nigtU by express, is published by order 
of His Excellency the most noble the governor-general in council. 

To . captain ARMSTRONG, 

Acting military secretary to his Excellency the most noble the governor-general. 

SIR, 

I request you will be pleased to state to His Excellency the most noble the 
governor-general, that the Barabatty Fort has this instant been taken by 
assault. 

Lieutenant-colonel Clayton, of the 20th Bengal regiment, who commanded 
the attack, not having yet made his report to me, I am not enabled to, 
forward Ao )ou for His Excellencj's information, the regular details of this 
success, but I understand his conduct and that of the troops under his 
orders, to have been most honorable and brilliant. V 

Tlie fortress is of considerable strength, and was vigorously defended, added 
to which, every possible obstruction was prepared by the enemy. 

Our loss on this occasion, I trust, has not been very considerable. I shall 
have the honor of forwarding to you -for His Excellency's information, re- 
turns of the whole to-morrow. " , * 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

\our most obedient servant, 

(Signed) GEO.HARCOURT, 

• Luut. colonel commandtng in Cuttack, and Military 

See.to Hu Excellency tie most noble the governor general. 

The detailed statement of the combined operations by w'hich the valuable 
province of Cuttack has been occupied by the British troops, will be pub- 
lished in a Gazette extraordinary to-morrow. 

His Excellency the most noble the governor-general in council is pleased 
to make the following appointments. 

Lieutenant colonel George Harcourt, to command the troops in the pro- 
vince of Cuttack. ■ ^ 


Lieutenant 
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lieutenant colonel George Harcourt and John MeUill, Esq. commissioners 
for the settlement of the province of Cuttack. 

By command of his Ercdlency 

The most noble the governor-general in council, 

J. LUMSDEN, chwf sec. to the Govt, 


GENERAL ORDERS. 

By his Excellency the most noble the goo. general and captain general. 

^ , Fort iniliam, Oct 18, 1803. 

A rovol salute to he fired to-morrow morning at sun-nse, in honor of 
the reduction, hy assault, of the Barabatty fort at Cuttack, on the I4th instot, 
hvthe troops under the command of lieutenant colonel Harcourt, by which 
gallant acUon the conquest of the valuable province of Cuttack has beencom- 

By his Excellencj’s command, 

(Signed) JAS. ARMSTRONG, Act. W. Sec. 

Fcrt millmi, Ott. 21, 1S03. 

A Dispatch, of which the following is an extract, has been this ^y 
• xeedved by his Excellency the most noble the governor-general, from his 

Excellency the commander in chief. 

To his excellency the most noble 

marquis WELLESLEY, gov. gen. &c. &c. &c. 

EmdiJit^mTossible to make approaches a^nst tii. place, as long as tte 
haLions of the eneniy, who remained here, were m possession of 
town of Aim of an encamphient witli a large number of gims on 
X^'tois, and the ravines with which the south and soth-west fare of 
.‘‘h IS surrounded, I det&mined to dislodge the enemy from the town, 
Sao. will answer as trenchers, and 

» ^py the ravines this .morning, 

,x>plete cover fdr carrying on ^ 

j ordered bngadier ge • > 

--Vgade in -the rear of the town, to take PO--»n of it, at 
'hat three battalions advanced to occup) the mvines. 
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The attacks have succeeded, ' and the town as well as the ravines are now 
occupied by our troops. 

Lieutenant-colonel Me Cullock, major Haldane, and Captain Worseley, 
led the battalions that advanced on the ravines. Every praise is due to 
those officers, who performed every thing required of them, with the 
greatest alacrity and steadiness. 

I am sorry to say, that a number of men have been killed and wounded 
as well as officers, owing to their high spirit and anxiety to possess them- 
selves of the enemy’s guns; they quitted the ravine and gained the glacis, 
driving the enemy from their position; in effecting which, from being close 
under the fort, they were exposed to a very heavy fire. 

My thanks are due to the honorable major-general St. John, for his 
spirited conduct in advancing at the head of the 2d Battalion of the 2d 
native infantry, which I found it necessary to order up to support tire 
attack. 

Brigadier general Clarke, in his attack on the town, met with consider- 
able resistance ; whicli, by the_ gallant conduct of the officers and men under 
his command, was at length surmounted. I feel myself under particular 
obligations to lieutenant-colonel ^Vhite, who commanded five companies of 
the l6th regiment native infantry, for his judicious and gallant conduct 
on this day. 

I fed myself under the greatest obligations to lieutenaut-colonel Gerard, 
adjutant general, who undertook 'to point out lieutenant-colond Me Cullock 
the road he was to pursue; and I am sorry to report, that in the per- 
formance of this duty he received a very severe contusion; but I trust it 
will not be attended with any serious consequences. 

Major Thomas, of the 14th native infantry is, I am sorry to add, very 
severdy wounded j his exertions throughout this day were most meritorious. 

Lieutenant Hay, of the artillery, who went with a detachment of that 
corps to bring off the enemy’s guns,' merits my approbation for his suc- 
cessful exertions in this service. 

To Mr. Lucan’s information and'exertions on this occasions, as w’dl as on 
every other, I fed mjself much indebted. 

I have the honor to be. My Lord, 

Your lordship's most faithful humble Servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKK 

Heed Quarters^ Camp h^ort jdgra, Oct^er 10, 2803. 

P. S. A list of 'the guns taken shall be forwardid. to-morrow. 


LIST 
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list of orncnRS jfoundld 

Urst Battalion lAtli Regiment Native Infantry 
Major Thomas, and lieutenant Rose,- -badlj 
Ensign Olnei, slightly 

JFifk Colonel Claihe, 

Lieutenant Reagham, Aitillery 

Whitalwer, Infantry, severely 

Grant, Ditto, Ditto, and missing 

Staff 

Lieutenant Col Gerard, Adjutant Geperal 

Fifteenth Regiment Native Infantry 
Lieutenants Perry and Addisson,— slightly 
A more correct hat shall be sent the moment it can be obtained 
(Signed) G L 

Published by command of his Excellency 

The most noble the go\ emor general m council, 

J LUMSDEN, Chef Sec to the Got 

Fort nniiim, Oci 22, 1803* 
The> following extract of a dispatch, received this day, is published by com 
mandof bis excellency the most noble the governor-general m council ^ ' 

To captain ARMSTRONG, 

SIR, 

I had the honor of bnefly stating to jou yesterdaj, for the information of 
His Excellency the most noble tlie goicmor-general, that the fort of 
Barrabutty had been taken by as'iault, by a party of the troops under m) com- 
mand, directed to perform this senicc under the orders of lieutenant colonel 
Clayton of the 20th Bengal regiment, I now have the honor to acquaint 
joii, for his Exccllcncj s information, with the further details of this operation 
On the night of the 12th, n spot was fixed on for a 12 pounder 
baiter), distant about 50Q jards from tlie outer gate of the fort This 
batter) was completed on the niglitof the 13th, and the 12 pounder jihced 
in it, together with two howitzers and two 6 pounders, the v^hole of* which 
opened their fire on the morning of the I4th By eleven o’clock m the 
forenoon most of the defences on the south face of the fort, against which 
our fire was directed, were taken off, the tnem)’s guns silencctl, and every 
appearance promised success upon ninth I directed licutcnant-coloncl Clayton 

* to 
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to .advance with one d-pounder, and a pirty of artillery-mcn, two hundred 
Europeans from his Majesty’s 22d, and tlie M.idras European regiment, 
and four hundred Sepoys from the 20th Bengal, and the gth and iplh re- 
giments of Madras native infantry. The party iiad to piss over a narrow 
bridge, and under a very heavy, but ill-dircetcd fire of mu‘:quetry fron> the 
fort, to winch tliey were c’vposcd for forty minutes. They at length suc- 
ceeded in blowing open the wicket, (the remaining part of the Gate having 
been fortified with thick masses of stone). Having accomplished this, the 
party entered singl), and although they met with considerable resistance 
wluUt entering the fort, and' passing two other gates, ths British troops 
were soon completely victorious. 

I cannot too liiglily praise the conduct of lieutenant-colonel Clayton 
and tliat of the officers and troops under his command: the whole party 
manifestefl ‘a degree of persevering steadiness and bravery tliat docs them 
infinite honor. 

The fort of Barrabutty is of considerable strength, and, with the ex- 
ception only of the bridge over which our party passed, is inaa'cssiblc, 
as It is surrounded by a ditcli from 35 to 135 feet broad, and twenty 
feet depth of water in it. 

I am happy to acquaint you, that our loss has not been considerable i but 
I have to report with regret, that captain Hurlslonc of his Majesty’s 22d 
regiment, and lieutenant Faithful, of the Bengal artillcrv’, are wounded, though 
not dangerously? their conduct was Inghljwncnlonous, as well ns that of every 
other officer on the storming party. 

Ketums of tlic killed and v\oun<!ed arc enclosed. 

I onnot omit expressing in the strongest manner the high sense I entertain of 
the services of captain Blunt, field engineer, who has been througliout our cam- 
paign indefatigably active ; and of captain Hetzler, of the Bengal artillerj', whose 
well-directed fire from the battery was of eminent sen ice. 

The loss of the enemy vyilhin the fort was very considerable, and many were 
drowned m the ditch, when endeavouring to escape. 

I should not omit mentioning, tliat a stand of colours of the enemy was taken 
by the detadiment of Ins ^lajcstj’s 22d regiment; a second stand of colours by 
the 20th Bengal regiment; a thhd by the 9tli Madras native regiment, and a 
fowrdv b) the ipth Madras native ri^mcnt;- and for the disposal of which 
I hope to be lionored witli his Exccl!enc>'s comm.ands. 

* N 


-The 



The zealous and efficient sen ices ofmajoi of Brigade Thompson, demand my 
Avannest acknowledgments, and I must further beg Iea\e to report to you for his 
E\ccllcnc}'s information, tint the general conduct of the whole force under my 
command, has been such as to ment the most fa\ orable representation of their 
services to his Excellencj’s notice. 

I ha\e the honor to be, &c. &c 8cc. 
(Signed) GEO HAllCOURT, Lteut. Col. commanding in CtiUackf 
and I^Iihiaiy Sec. to kts Cxcellency the most noble the Gov. Gen. 

Laul Baug Fd ty Ci/ftaei, Oetehtr IS, 1803. 

Ueturn of the lilhd and ttotindcd, of hh Majesty s and the Iton. Com- 
pany's iiOOpSf hi the assault of the fort of Barrabiitty, on the lAtk 
Oc/oicr, under the command of Lieut. CoL HaicoiirU 


L.aul Bang Fart, Cuitaci, Oetcler 15, 1803. 
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li Captamllurlstone, oTbisTSlajesty's 22d”Regiinent ..."v 

Captain Kenny, of the !*{ bat l9th Reg Madras native infantry, >Woundcd 
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7 (Signed) FRAS THOMPSON, Majcr^fBngadt. 
Pviblislicd Command of 

Ihs excellency the most noble 

Tlie governor-general in council, 

J. LUMSDEN, ChuJ" Sec to' the Goit 
General 
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■ General Orders, by his Excellency ilte most noble the Goveror- 
gcneral in council. , 

Fort JFillnm, Octshi 22, 1803. 

The govemor-genernl iii council notifies lo tiie army, his high approbation of 
the meiitorioiis services of the officers and troops employed undei* Hic'able conduct 
of lieutenant-colonel George Harcourt, in the expedition prepared under tlitj 
special orders of his Excellency in council, for the occupation of the valuable 
province of Cuttack. 

His Excellency in council obser\’cd, with great satisfaction, tlie judgment, 
skill, and firmness, manifested by lieutenant-colonel Harcourt, in directing th^ 
movement of Uie division of the troops, which entered the province of CuttacI^ 
from Ganjam. 

, The difficulties opposed to the progress of the troops by tbe peculiar nature of 
the countr}, by the period of the season, and by the resistance of the enemv 
w ere surmounted by lieutenant-colonel Harcourt, and by the brave officers ami 
troops under lus command, witli the same spirit of gallantry and perseverance 
which has secured tlie success of every operation of the British army jn cveiy part 
lof India during this glorious campaign. 

Tlie governor-general in coundl highly approi es the judiciou? arrangement^ 
prepared by lieutenant-colonel Harcourt, for the siege and assault of the fort of 
Barrabutty at Cuttack, and the spirited exertion, by n Inch tliat important service 
\vas executed with success and honor on tlic l4th instant. 

His Excellency in council directs, lieutenant-colonel Hai court to signify his dis- 
tinguished approbation of the merits of lieutcnant-coloncl Clayton, of tbe Bengal 
20th regiment native infant^, who commanded the attack, and of the steadiness 
and bravery of all tlie officers and troops cinplo)ed in the assault of the fort. 

It affords considerable satisfaction to the gov enior-gencral in counal to remark, 
that tills important service has-been effected with so little loss, and his Excellency 
trusts, that captain Hurlstonc of his Majesty’s 22d regiment, captain Kenny of 
the ipth regiment of Madrass native infanlr)*, and lieutenant Faithful of tlie 
Bengal artillcrj, wiU speedily be restored to tlic public service, in wluch their 
courage and resolution have already been clistm^u^icd. 

The governor-general m council expresses his sense of tlie activit}, zeal, nnd 
useful services of captain Blunt, field engineer m Cuttack, and also of the Londurt 
of r.aptain Ilctzlcr, of tlie Beng.il nrtilleiy. 

* N 2 * Tlic 
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The colours taken m the assault of the fort of Cuttack by the detachments of 
Ins Majesty s 22cl regimentj the 20lh Bengal natue regiment, and the Qth and 
igthMndras native regiments, are to be publicly displayed m the fort of Cuttack, 
and afterwards lodged in the principal building m the fort, with an inscription 
'lOTiifying the names of the corps by which the standaids were respectively taken 
from the enemj 

His Excellency in council expresses the satisfaction with which he has noticed 
Uie zealous and eflicient semces of major of Brigade Thompson 

Dunng the advance of the force, imder the immediate direction of lieutenant 
colonel Harcourt from Ganjam, the conduct of the officers and troops employed 
at Balasore, under the command of captain Morgan of the 7 th Bengal native 
regiment, and of that which marched from Jellasore, under the command of 
lieutenant colonel Fergusson of the same regiment, merits the public approbation 
of his Excellency m council 

Tlie governor general m council particularly approves the firm and skilful con 
duct of captain Morgan, in directing the disembarkation of the troops at Balasore, 
and m the judicious occupation and maintenance of that position His Excellency 
m council also expresses Ins just sense of the mentonons and useful assistance 
rendered by captain P Grant, of the l 6 lh regiment of Bengal native infantry, 
m the execution of every branch of the service at Balasore, and m aiding the 
progress of lieutenant colonel Fergusson s detachment 

Great advantage has been derived to the success of our arms in Cuttack, from 
the respect which has been uniformly observed, by lieutenant colonel Harcourt, 
and by all the officers and troops under his immediate command, as well as by the 
detachments co operating from Balasore and Jellasore, towards, the religious esta 
blishmcnts m Cuttack and from the exemplary humanity with which the lives 
and of wb.Tfc;/a.*?te, arff/di-Ay Vrre affA 

institutions of the brahmins, have becir protected from violation 
The governor general notices with pccul ar pleasure the merits of lieutenant 
colonel Harcourt and of the officers md (loops serving in Cuttack in this respect, 
as tending to maintain the honor of the Bntish character, and to conciliate the 
confKknce and attachment of the inhabitants of that valuable province 

By command of his Excellency the most noble 
V Hie governor general m council, 

E HOOK, See to tkc Goit Mil Dept 
1 ort 
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J'er/ Williatny Ocister Ut, IfiOS. 

. Dispatches, of nliicli the following arc extracts, have been received by his 
excellency the most noble the governor-general, from lus Excellency the com- 
mander in chief. 

To his Eicellency the most noble Marquis IFelksleij, Gov. Gen. &c. 

My Loud, 

" I have the honor to inclose herewith, for your lordship’s information, a return 
of the killed, wounded, and missing, in theafiair of the lOtli instant. 

I have the honor to be, my lord. 

Your lordship’s most faithful, humble servant, _ 
, ' (Signed) G. LAKE. 

Utad Quarters i Camp h^ore AgrOy Oct. l2, 1803. 

Return of the LiUcd, woiuuJedy and nihsing, in the affair of the 
loth of October, 1803 . 
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Na7}ies of the Officers Killed ajid JKounded 

Artillery, Lieutenant Beagham, Wounded 

2d Bat 12th Regt Lieutenant Grant, Killed 

Lieutenant Whitaker, Wounded— Since dead 

1st Bat 12tli Regt Lieutenant Woolct, Wounded 

1st Bat Hth Regt Major rhonus. Wounded 

Lieutenant Rose, Wounded 

Ensign OIner, Wounded 

1st Bat 15th Regt Lieutenant Pcriy, Wounded 

(Signed) J GERRARD, jid Gen 

To hs Xxccllcncij the most noble Marquis If'ellesicy, Gov gen See &,c 
M\ Lord, 

I Havf the satisfaction to inform jour lordship, that the battalions, tvho 
were opposed to us m tlic affair of the lOth instant, came o\er last night, 
and are now encamped near us 

Tlicir number is about two tliousand five hundred 
I haNC reason to bcllc^e that their compliance with my terms, was chief!) 
o\vmg to the severe loss, and complete defeat, they experienced in the affair 
of the lOth instant By their own accounts the loss they sustained w'as 
up^vards of six hundred killed 

I have the honor to be, Ma Lord, 

^ Your lordsliips most faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) G LAKE 

Head Quaritrt, Camp Irfore ^gra, Oct IS, 1803 

BubUsbed by command of lus ‘Cvjoclkney 

'Hie mo<t noble tlic governor general m council, 

J LtJMSDEN ChieJ' Sec to the GoU 

Fort Will am, Oct 2o, 1803 

A DiBrATCU, which the following is an extract, has been this day received 
b) Ills Exccllencj the most Tioble tlic governor general, from his Excellency 
the commander -m chief 
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To his ExceUency the most noble Marquis IFcUcslcy, Gov. gen. &c. 

My Lord, 

^ I Have the honor to inform your lordship, tiiat about noon yesterday 
I received note No. 1, addressed to tlie officer commanding in the trenches; 
in consequence of which I ordered all firing to ‘cease till four in the even- 
ing, and in my answer. No. 2, desired a confidential person might be sent to 
my camp. 

About two o’clock, colonel Sutheriand, whom they liberated from con- 
finement for that purpose, arrived m my camp with letters No. 3, and No. 4. 

As it appeared Uieir wish that I should send an officer into the fort, 
I requested captain Salkeld to accompany colonel Sutherland thither witli 
my replies No. 5, and 6, to explain to the garrison the terms on which 
they would be allowed to surrender.* 

Captain Salkeld saw all the native cluefs, and found that they were not 
decided in their opinions on the subject. They started several difficulties, 
and whilst he w'as endeavouring to remove tliese, the firing from the fort 
recommenced, witliout any evident cause, whicli induced him to return to 
camp. 

Being desirous from motiv cs of humanity to induce them to listen to my 
terms, a messenger entrusted with a letter from me was again sent this 
morning. They have refused however all intercourse, from which I am in- 
clined to think that their only object yesterday was to gain time. 

My grand batteries will open on the morning of the l6tli, and I have 
reason to think that soon afterwards a practicable breach will be effected. 

I have thehonor to be. My Lord, 

Your lordship’s most faithful and humble Servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

llfai QiiorterSi Camp beftre uigra^ Oct. 14, 1803. 

No. 1. Tb the Officer Commanding opposite Mader Ghur. 

Sir, 

The fort demands a cessation of hostilities, and are going to send terms to 
camp. 


G. W.HESSING. 

Sir, 


October 13, 1803. 


(Signed) 



No; 11. To ColoneJ G. IK imSSl'NG, 


Sir, 

Hostilities will cease till four o'clodt this evening, before which time a con- . 
fidcntial person is expected to be sent Into camp with the terms proposed. If 
he does not arrive lifore that hour, h(Ktihtics will recommence. 

The person who comes will be treated with ever)’ attention, and allowed 
to return in perfect safety. 

I have the honor to be. Sin, 

Your most obethent Servant, 

(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Mil. Sec. ^ 
Head Quarters tj the British Amt^y Qctchtr 13, 1803. 

No. 3. 

To /iM Excellency GENERAL LAKEy Commander in Chief, 

Sm, 

We have the honor to inform )our Excellency, that notwithstanding t!ie 
past violent and unwarrantable proceedings of the people of the fort, they 
have at last become a little more reasonable, from our repcatcilly telling them 
that any further resistance on their part W 9 uld a\ail them nothing, but on 
the contrary, would exasperate jour Excellency and the troops under jour 
command^ so as ^ to 'exterminate the whole of them, if a storm took place. 
Tlieir commandants have consequently come to us tliis forenoon in a body, 
and requested of us to fon\ard to jour Excellency’ the accompanjing pro 
posal for the surrender of the fort, to which their respective names are afHxed. 

Should any unforeseen de\ iation from these proposals take place, as v%e are 
still tlieir prisoners, we hope your excellency will not impute to us the blame. 

Tlieir proposal is tef deliver up the fort, guns, stores &c. to jour Excellency, at 
any time after the/feceiptpf this jou m.iy think proper. Protection to themsehes 
and private propertj-, after delivering up the Sircar’s arms and propertj', and be 
allowed to remiyn'^itf^ihe city, or to go wherever their families may be. 
have' tile Honor to be. Sir, 
f Your Excellency’s most obedient humble Servants, 

/ - (SigncI) G. W. HESSING. 

t','-’- ' „ 1 H. SUTHEJiLAND. 

Verf it Agra, pit, 13, 1803. 
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No. 4. 

All the officers of the fort of Ahberabad give in writing the following 
engagement : ^ 

Whereas a misunderstanding had taken place with Colonel George Wil- 
liam Hessing, at the instigation of the Seapoys/all the Officers and Seapo)s do 
give in writing this engagement, that we will implictly abide by whatever the 
said colonel may adjust on our part with General Lake, for the security of 
our lives, properties, effects, and honor. We have agreed to invest the said 
colonel with full powers for this purpose.— This engagement is correct.— 
Dated the 25th Jemmaudee-oo-Saunee 1218, (llth or 12th October)— 
Signed by fifteen officers, Mahomedans and Hindoos 


No. 5. 

To Colonel GEORGE HESSING, 
Mr. SUTHERLAND, 


efr. 


Gentlemen, 

Your letter has been received. 

On the terms proposed in the last paragraph of your letter, I allow the 
garrison to march out with protection to themselves and private property.— 
After delivering up the Sircar’s arms, treasure, or any other public property, 
those who belong to the city may remain there, the others allowed to go 
where their families may be. 

I have the honor to be. Gentlemen, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head 2«a>/eu, BiUisk Camp, October 13, 1803 
O 


No. 6. 
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No. 6. 

His Excellency General Lake engages, that all the Officers and Sepo)s 
who are within the fort of Akberabad, shall be allowed to proceed In the 
most honorable manner with their clothes whithersoever they may chuse — no 
interuption whatever will be given to those Officers and Sepoys, their families 
and children. But all arras and military weapons, rausquets and guns, carts 
and carriages, and treasure which may be within the fort, shall belong to the 
Corapany- 

They (Officers, &c.) shall not be allowed to carry out of the fort any 
money or effects of the above description. 

The Officers, &c. are required to specify in writing the hour at which they 
may determine with the hearer of this engagement to surrender the fort, in 
order that the British troops may enter the fort. 

God is witness to the sincerity of this engagement. 

Published by command of His Excellency 

The most noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Stc, (9 the Govt. 


FoU Willtam, October 1803. 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a copy, has been received 
this day, by His Excellency the most noble the Governor General, from His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief. - 

To His Excellency the most mhle .Mnrguh mUesl^, Governor Generd, 

(Sct ~ ' 

My Loan, ^ ' 

I HAVE the pleasure '/to inform your lordship, that the important 
fortress of Agra, terme^^hy* the natives The Key of Hindostan,” capitulated 
last night, and the garrison, consisting of between five and six thousand men, 

^ marched 
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marched out at noon this day, when the place was immediately occupied by 
our troops under the command of Brigadier General Mac Donald. 

The only terras required by the garrison were protection to their persons 
and private properly, which \\as agreed to on' my part. 

I attribute the early surrender of this place to the great impression our 
breaching batteries, which opened yesterday morning within three hundred 
and fifty yards, made on the walls, and which would have caused a 
practicable breach in a few hours more battering. 

To Colonel Horsford of the artillery, and Captain Wood of the corps of 
engineers, as well as to every other officer in these two corps, I feel myself 
under great obligations for their unremitted exertions on this occasion, and to 
which I principally attribute my early success against this place. 

I have the pleasure to say, our Joss since the construction of the batteries 
has been very trifling. Three European artillerymen, and three Golundauze 
killed, are the only casualties. 

A return of the ordnance, stores, &:c. found 'in the fort, I shall have the 
honor to forward for your lordship’s information to-morrow, 

' I have the honor to be. My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful humble Servant, 

Head Quarters, (Signed) G. LAKE. 

Ap‘ai October 18, 1803. 

Published by command of His Excellency 

The most noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec, to the Govt. 

GARRISON ORDERS, 

By His Excellency the most noble the Goventor General and Captain General. 

- Port IVtUtavi, October 28, 1803. 

A royal salute to be fired immediately from the ramparts of Fort William, 
in honor of the surrender of the important fortress of Agra on the 17 th 
y O 2 instant 
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instant at night, to the forces under the personal command of His Excellency 
General Lake. 

A general discharge of the artillery on the ramparts of Fort William, 
followed by a feu de joie from all the troops in garrison, to take place at sun- 
set this evening, and to be answered by the artillery at Dum Dum, and by 
the troops at Barrackpore. 

Extra Batta to be served to the European troops in garrison. 

J. ARMSTRONG, 

Acting Military Secretary. 


GENERAL ORDERS, 

By His Excellency the most noble the Governor General in Council, 

Fort WiUiamt October 27, ISOS. 

All officers now at the presidency on leave of absence from their corps, 
whether oq account of their health, or their private affairs, are immediately to 
report themselves to the officer commanding at the presidency; and all officers 
who may hereafter arrive at the presidency, are to report their arrival to him. 

(Signed) THOS.HILL, 

1 St Assist. See. Mil, Dept. 


Gtncrnmtni Iloxise^ Fiiday^ October2S, 1803. 
There will be a le\cc at the Government House on Monday next the 
5i St instant, at ten o’clock. 

Captain Bristow .will receive the cards of such persons as may be desirous 
of being presented to the Governor General. 

Aides dc camp in waiting on Alonday next, Captains Bristow and 
Camac. 

D. CAMAC, Aide de Cam^. 

His 
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His Excellency the most noble the Governor General will hold a public 
Durbar at nine o’clock in the evening of Monday the SIst instant, for the 
purpose of receiving the congratulations of the natives of rank and foreign 
Vakeels at the presidency, on the late glorioDs success of the British arms in 
Hindostan and the Dekan. 

By Order of His Excellency 

The most noble the Governor General, 

N. B. EDMONSTONE, . 

Per, Sec, to Govt, 


Foil WilUavif October ZO, 1803, 
DISPATCHES, of which the following are Extracts, have been received 
this day, by His Excellency the most noble the Governor General, from the 
honorable Major General Wellesley. 

My Lord, ' Camp at ylssye, September SI, 1803. 

I was joined by Major Hill, with the last of the convoys expected from the 
river Kistna on the 18th, and on the 20th was enabled to move forward 
towards the enemy, who had been joined. In the course of the last seven or 
eight days, by the infantry under Colonel Pohlman, by that belonging to 
Begum Sumroo, and by another brigade of infantry, the name of whose com- 
mander I have not ascertained. The enemy's army was collected about Bo- 
kerdun, and between that place and Jaffierabad. 

I was near Colonel Stephenson’s corps on the 21st, and had a conference 
with that officer, in which we concerted a plan to attack the enemy’s army 
■with the divisions under our command on the 24th in the moming, and we 
marched on the 22d, Colonel Stephenson by the western route, and I by the 
eastern route round the hills between Budnapur and Jalna. 

On the 23d 1 arrived at Naulniab, and there received a report that Scindiali 

and 
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and the Rajah of Berar bad moved off in tlic morning with their cavalry, and 
that the infantry were about to follow, but were still in camp at the distance 
of about six miles from the ground on which I had intended to encamp. It 
was obvious that the attack was no longer to be delayed, and liavlng provided 
for the security of ray baggage and stores at Naulniah, 1 matched on to attack 
the enemy. 

1 found the whole combined army of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar 
encamped on the bank of the Kaltna River, nearly on the ground wliicli I had 
been informed that they occupied. Their right, which consisted entirely of 
cavalry, was about Bokerdun, and extended to their corps of infanlr)', which 
were encamped in the neighbourhood of Assye. Although I came first in front 
of their right, 1 determined to attack their left ; as the defeat of their corps of 
infantry was most likely to be effectual j accordingly I marched round to their 
left flank, covering the march of the column of infantry by tljc British cavalry 
in the rear, and by the Marhalta'and M)’sorc cavalry on the right flank. 

We passed the river Kaitna at a ford beyond the cncmj’slcft flank, and I 
formed the infantry immediately in two lines with the British cavalry, as a 
reserve in a third, in an open space between that river and a Nullah running 
parallel to it. Tlie Marhatta and M)sore cavalf)* occupied the ground beyond 
the Kaitna on our left flank, and kept in check a large body of the enemy’s 
cavalry, which had followed our march from the right of their own position. 

The enemy had altered the position of their infantry previous to our at- 
tack j it was no longer, as at first, along the Kaitna, but extended from that 
river across to the village of Assye, upon the Nullah, which was upon our 
right. We attacked them immediately, and the troops advanced under a very 
hot fire from cannon; the execution of which was terrible. The picquets of 
iht ini^nfry, and the T4tfi regfment, wfnefi were on tfte right of the first and 
second lines, suffered particularly from the fire of the guns on the left of the 
enemy’s position near Assye. .The enemy’s cavalry also made an attempt to 
charge the 74th re^lm^t afthe moment when they were most exposed to this 
fire, but they were cut hp by the British cavalry, which moved on at that moment. 
At length the enemy’s line gave way in all directions, and the British cavalry 
' ■ . cut 
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cut in among their broken infantry j but some of their corps went off in good 
order, and a fire was kept up on our troops from many of the guns from which 
the enemy had been first driven, by individuals who had been passed by the 
line under the supposition that they were dead. 

Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, with the British cavalry, charged one large 
body of infantry, which had retired Wd was formed again, in which ope- 
ration he was killed 5 and some time elapsed before we could put an end to 
the straggling fire, which was kept up by individuals from the guns from which 
the enemy were driven. The enemy’s cavalry also, which had been hovering 
round us throughout the action, was still near us. At length, when the last 
formed body of infantry gave way, the whole went off, and left in our hands 
ninety pieces of cannon. 

This victory, which was certainly complete, has however cost us dear. Your 
Excellency will perceive, by the enclosed return, that our loss in offices 
and men has been very greatj and in that of Lieutenant Colonel Max- 
well and^ other officers, whose names are therein included, greatly to be 
regretted. 

I cannot write in too strong terms ,of^the conduct of the troops; they ad- 
vanced in the best order, and with the greatest steadiness, under a most 
destructive fire, against a body of infantry far superior in numbers, who ap- 
peared determined to contend with them to the last, and who were driven 
from their guns only by the bayonet j and, notwithstanding the numbers of the 
enemy’s cavalry, and the repeated demonstrations they made of an intention 
to charge, they were kept at a distance by our infantry. 

1 am particularly indebted to Lieutenant Colonel Harness, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Wallace, for the manner in which they conducted their brigades ; and 
to all the officers of the staff for the assistance I received from them. The 
officers commanding brigades, nearly all those of the staff, and the mounted 
officers of the infantry, had their horses shot under them. 

I have also to draw Your Excellency’s notice to the conduct of the cavalr), 
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, particularly that of the 19th 
dragoons. 

The enemy are gone off towards the Adjuntee Ghaut, and I propose .to 

follow 
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follow them as soon as I can place my captured guns and the wounded in 
security. 

I have the honor to be. My Loitn^ 

With the greatest respect, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient 

And faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

Colonel Stevenson arrived this morning at Bokerdun, and I imagine that he 
will be here this evening. 

Hfi Excellent thi Governor Cenerat, Cfr. 


’ji Reinra 



SciNDiAH, on Friday the 2'id of September, 1803. 


fH M 10th Regt-LightDraeootn, - 

- , jH C 4th Regt. Native Cavalry, - - 

Cavalry K h C. Sth Regt NaUve Cavalry. - - 

(_H. C. 7th Regt. Native Cavalry, - - 
f Ut Battalion of the Madras Artillery, 
itachmenl e/'jSd Battalion of the Madras Artillery, 
Artillery j Bombay Artillery, 

(.Attaehed to the Cavalry Guns, - - - 

- r r 5 Majesty a 74th Regiment, • • - 

ur inj ^His Majesty a 78th Regiment, - 

The Ist Bat 2d Regt. Nat Infantry, 
The 1st Bat. 4th Regt Nat Infantry, 
The 1« Bat 8th Regt Natlnfaiiuy, 
Ciat inf < lOlhRegt Nat Infantry, 

The 2d Bat I2th Reet Nat Infantry, 
.Pioneers, (Itl Battalion of) - - • - 



Total, including OBieera. 
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List of Officers killed and 'wounded. 


HIS MAJESTY’S NINETEENTH JJOHT REGI\lENTS. . 


Lf. Col. Maxwell, 

killed. 

Captain R. Boyle, 

do. 

Captains Cathcart, 

wounded. 

Sale, 

do. 

Lieuts. Wilson, 

do. 

Young, , 

do. 


commanding the cavalrj-. 


FOURTH NATITO CAVALRY. 

Captain H. Mackay, killed, agent for public cattle. 

Comet Meredith, ^vc»UItded. . . 


FIFTH NATIVE CAVALRY. 

Captsun J. Colebrooke, • wounded. 

Lieuts. Bonorai, killed, adjutant. 

Macleod, wounded, quartermaster, 

Darke, do, . 


SEVENTH NATIVE CAVALRY. 
Captain Mac Gregor, wounded. 

HRST BATTALION ARTaLERY. 
Capr. Lt. Steele, killed. 

Fowler, do. 

Lieuts. Lindsay, do. 

Griffith, do. 


HIS MAJESrrS SEVENTY-FOURTH REGIMENT. 
Captains D. Aytonc, killed. 


A. Dj’ce, 

do. 

R. Macleod, 

'do. ' 

J. Maxwell, 

do. 

Lieuts. J. Campbell, ^ 

f do. 

J. M. Campb^l, 

do. 

3. Grawt^" • 

do. 

R.' Ncllson, 

do 

L.' Campbell, 

flo. 

AI. Alorris, , 

do 


paymaster of tlie regiment. 


Volunteer 





IIB 

HIS 

MAJESTY’S SEVENTY-FOURTH REGIMENT, CONTINUED. 

VoluntecrG. Tew, 

killed, Not on the strength, hut recommended 



fbi anensigney. 

Major 

S Swinton, 

wounded. 

Capt. Lt. N, J. Moore, 

do. 

Lieuts. 

J. A. Mein, 

do 


Mac Murdo, 

do. 


M. Shawe, 

do. 

Ensign 

B. Kearnan, 

do. 


HIS MAJESTY’S SEVEUTV-EIGHTH REGIMENT. 

Lieut. 

J. Douglas, 

killed. 

Capt. Lr. C. M'KenzIe, 

, wounded. 

Lieuts. 

J. Kinlock, 

do. 


J. Larkin, 

do. 

Ensign 

J. Bethunc, 

do. acting adjutant, 


HRST BATTALION SECOND NA’HVE INFANTRY. 

Lieut. 

Btown, 

killed. 


FIRST BATTALION FOURTH NATIVE INFANTRY. 

Lieot. 

Mavor, 

knied. 


HRST BATTALION EIGHTH NATIVE INFANTRY. 

Lieuts. 

Davie, 

. wounded. 


Fair, 

. do. 


Hunter, 

do. 


Desgraves, 

do. 


FIRST B.\TrALION TENTH NATIVE INFANTRY. 

Lieuts* 

Perric, 

killed. 


Taylor, 

wounded. 


SECOND BATTALION TRTLFTH NATIVE INFANTRY. 

Lt. Col. 

Macleod, 

wounded. 

Major 

M‘Cally, 

do. 

Lieuts. 

Bowdlcr, 

do. 


Haney, 

do. 


Smith, 

do. 


De Crc2, 

do. 


. (Signed) 

R. BARCLAY, DepiUy Adjutant General in Mysore. 



. P2 My 
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My Lord, Camp, September SO, 1803. 

1 HA.VE the honor to enclose an account of the ordnance taken from the 
enemy in the action of the 23d instant. I have reason to believe that there are 
stDl four more guns, which were thrown into the river by the enemy in their 
retreat. 

We have taken seven stand of colours, and the enemy lost all their ammu* 
nition, although the tumbrils having blown up, some during the action, and 
others during the succeeding night, we have got nothing .but the shot. The 
ordnance is very fine; but I have destroyed the iron guns, and shall put the 
brass guns in a place of security. 

The enemy lost twelve hundred men killed in the field of battle, and their 
wounded are scattered in all parts of the country. It is reported that Jadoon 
Row, Scindiah’s principal minister, received a wound, of which he died the 
day before yesterday. Their army are in the greatest confusion, and retiring 
to Burhaunpoor Colonel Stevenson has followed them down the Adjuntee 
Ghaut, and I propose to descend the Ghauts, as soon as I shall have placed 
the wounded soldiers in security. 

1 have the honor to be, My Lord, 

With the greatest respect, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient 
' And faithlul humble servant, 

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

His Exctllen^ the Goveraor^eaeral, (^c, tfe. 


^ lieium 
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A lietiDn r/ORDVANCE, taken from the Enemy in the Baltic of the 23c? September, 
iSbs. 


DESCRIPTION OF 

ORDNANCE. 
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Tlie number of tumbrils, and quantity of ammunitions and spoil's taken, cannot be 
ascertatned, asj after tbe action and during the night, a great number of tumbnlswere 
blown up ' 

(Signed) M. BEAUMAN, Capt, Comg, ArtiUery 

Camp Assye, 25M September, 1803# j 

Published by command of His Excellency 

The most noble the Governor General in Council,’-^ f 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 


Foit William, October Z\, 18^3. 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a copy, was yesterday received 
from the Secretary to the Honorable the Governor in Council of Bombay. 

To JOHN LUMSDEN, Esq. 

Chief Secretary to the Supreme Government, at Fort IVilham 

Sir, 

I AM directed, by the Honorable tbe Governor In 'Council, to fonvard 
to you, for the information of His Excellency the mdst noble the Governor 

General 
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General in Council, ihe enclosed copy of a dispatch under this date, from the 
commanding officer of the forces, with its enclosures, respecting the capitula- 
tion of Povvaughur. 

Major General Nicolls has been desired to communicate to the officer in 
command, and to the other officers and men doing duty at the reduction of 
Champaneer and Powaughur, the entire approbation of government of their 
very meritorious services. 

I have the honor to be, 

SIR, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

BombaV Castle, (Signed) ' J. A. GRANT, 

Seplemhtr 27, 1803. Sec. to Govt. 


to the Bonorehle JONATHAN DUNCAN, Esc5. 

Hok’ble Sir, President end Governor in Council, 

The enclosed is a copy of a letter from Colonel Murray, giving cover to one 
from Lieut. Colonel Woodington, respecting the capitulation of Po^vaughur. 

- * I have the honor to be, &c. &c. See. 

(Signed) O. NICOLLS, M. G, 

Bombay, Stptember 27, 1803. 


Major General NICOLLS. 

SIR. 

1 have the honor to 'enclose a letter x\hich I received this morning from 
Lieut. Colonel Woodington. It is necessary to inform you that the delay of 
this important’^CCinm^nication arises from the miscarriage of the Colonel’s 
letter, althou^i sent in duplicate. 


Colonel 
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Colonel Woodinglon highly praises the zeal and activity of the troops under 
his command, and, to judge by their success, the praise is « ell merited. i 
Colonel Woodinglon has, In a most particular manner, requested that I 
should lay the meritorious services of Serjeant Moore, of His Majesty’s 86th 
regiment, before you. He led thePorlorn Hope at the assault of Baroach, and 
behaved with the utmost gallantry on that occasion. Major Cuylor speaks 
highly in favor of his general character. ) 

I have (he honor to be, &c Src 

(Signed) J. MURRAY, Colonel 
Head Quarters, Barodaj September 21, ISO't. 


No. 2. 

Ti Colonel MURRAY, 

Sir, Commanding the Forces in the Guzerat, 

In consequence of your communication to me last night, that you had not 
received my official communication on the surrender of Powaughur by capitu- 
lation, I ha\ e the honor to address you again on the subject. 

After a breach had been effected in the wall of the inner fort, as also that 
another was almost practicable in a tower at the angle of the outer fort, the 
garrison offered to capitulate on the morning of the 17th, on condition of 
being protected in their persons and private property. To these terms I 
agreed, on condition of immediately taking possession of the breach in the 
inner wall with a company of Sepoyst they however tacked other stipulations 
to the capitulation } viz that I should agree to pay them the arrears due from 
Scindiah, and that t^^o of the commanders of the Gmkawar cavalry with me 
(amounting to about 300 horse) should sign the agreement. To these latter 
articles I would on no account agree; and it was not until four P. Af. when 
they found, from our continuing to batter, that I would admit of no delay, that 
they agreed to the original terms, which were immediately carried into full 
effect, by their evacuation of the fort and mountain, of whicli we took pos- 
session. 


4 


If 
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If this had not taken place, I had made the necessar}" arrangements for 
storming both breaches on the morning of the 18th ; and I conceive that the 
garrison were intimidated from a knowledge that, if they opposed us on our 
entering the breaches, their communication with the upper fort would be cut 
off, and they had no other way to escape than the road which led down by 
our batter)’.^ 

Could they have obtained possession of the upper fort, or Bafia Kiifa, at the 
top of the mountain, I am inclined to think it utterly impregnable. 

I have left Captain Cllffe, of the engineers, to take a plan and view of the 
forts and works on the mountain, which I doubt not, from his known abilities, 
will be ably executed. 

It is with the greatest pleasure that I embrace this opportunity*of submit- 
ting, for your notice, the merits, zeal, and great exertions of all ranks on this 
service. 

I have the honor to be, &:c. 6:c. 

(Signed) H. WOODINGTON, 
Baroda, September 21, 1803. Lieut. Colonel. 

Published by command of His Excellency 

The most noble the Governor General In Council, 

j. LUMSDEN, Cliief See. to the Gtrvt. 


Fort IViUiam. Nnembci’ 1, 1803. 

DISPATCHES have been received this day from the Honorable Major 
GcneranVcllcslcy, under dare the <?tb of October, JfiOJ; containing intdii- 
gcncc that, on the 5th of October, Major General Wellesley had rccciv'cd a 
letter from the enemj's camp; signed by Ballajec Khoonjur, one of the mt- 
^nivtcrs of Doulut Rao Sciiidiah, requesting that Major General Wellesley 
would dispatch a British Dfliccr, together with an officer of the Subahdar 
of the Dckan, to theU ncm)-s camp, for the purpose of negotiating terms of 
peace between the alliisnnd the confederate Marhatta chieftains. 

Major General Wellesley had not complied with this request, but had 

signified 
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signified his disposition to receive the British camp, with every mark of 
honor and respect, any person duly empowered by the direct authority of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, or of the Rajah of Berar, to propose terms of peace to 
the allied powers. . ’ 

Published by command of His Excellency 

The most noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec, to the Govt. 

, - I ij 


GENERAL ORDERS, 

By His Excellency the most noble the Governor General in Council. 

. Fort Willtam, October 30, 180S. " 

THE Governor General in Council has this day received from Major 
General the Honorable Arthur Wellesley the official report of the signal and 
splendid victory obtained by the troops under the personal command of that 
distinguished officer, on the 23d of September, at Assye in the Dekan, over 
the combined armies of Dowlut Rao Sdndiah and the Rajah of Berar. 

At the close of a campaign of the most brilliant success and glory in every 
quarter of India, this transcendent victory demands a testimony of public 
honor equal to any which ^the justice of the British government in India has 
ever conferred on the conduct of our officers and troops in the most distin- 
guished period of our military history. 

*The Governor in Council highly approves the skilful plan'formed by Major 
General Wellesley, on the 21st of September, for precluding the escape of the 
enemy, and for reducing their combined army to the necessity of hazarding a 
general action. 

His Excellency in Council also signifies his most cordial approbation of the 
magnanimity, promptitude, and judgment, with which Major General Wel- 
lesley determined upon the instantaneous attack of the enemy on the 23d of 
September. 

During the severe action which ensued^ the conduct of Major General 
Wellesley united a degree of ability, of prudence, and dauntless spirit, seldom 
equalled, and never surpassed. 

Q The 
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The Governor General in Council signifies his warmest applause of the 
exemplary order and steadiness with which the troops advanced, under a most 
destructive fire, against a body of the enemy’s infantry, considerably superior 
in number, and determined to oppose a vigorous resistance to our attack. The 
numerous infantry of^the enemy were driven from their powerful artillery at 
the point of the bayonet, with an alacrity and resolution truly worthy of British 
soldiers, and the firmness and discipline manifested by our brave infantry in 
repelling the great body of the enemy’s cavalry merit the highest commenda- 
tion 

The Governor General in Council has remarked with great satisfaction the 
gallant and skilful conduct of the cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel 
Maxwell, and particularly of His Majesty’s 19th regiment of light dragoons, 
a corps distinguished in India by a long and uninterrupted course of arduous 
service, and of progressive honor. 

His Excellency in Council directs Major General Wellesley to signify to all 
the officers and troops employed on this glorious occasion, and especially to 
Lieutenant Colonel Harness, and to Lieutenant Colonel Wallace, who com- 
manded brigades, and to the officers of the staff, the high sense entertained by 
the Governor General in Council of eminent and honorable services. 

The important benefits resulting from the triumph of our arms in the battle 
of Assye are not inferior to the splendor of the action. The immediate conse- 
quences derived from the exertions of that day have been the complete defeat 
of the combined army of the confederate chieftains j an irreparable blow to the 
strength and efficiency of their military resources, especially of their artillery, m 
the Dekan j the expulsion of an hostile and predatory army from the territory 
of our all^ the Soubahdar of the Dekan \ and a seasonable and effectual check 
to the ambition, pride, and rapacity of the enemy. 

The prosperous result of these advantages must be accelerated by the auspi- 
cious progress of our arras in other provinces of India j and it may reasonably 
be expected that ^the dccisi\c victories gained at Delhi and Assye, on the 
nth and 23d of September, will speedily compel the enemy to restore peace 
to Ilindostan and to the Dekan. 

The achiesements of our commanders, officers, and troops, during this cam- 
paign, 
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paign, and especially in the signal victories of Delhi and of Assye, must inspire 
a general sentiment of just confidence in the vigor of our military resources, 
and in the stability of our dominion and power. Our uniform success in 
frustrating every advantage of superior numbers of powerful artillery, and 
even of obstinate resistance opposed by the enemy, constitutes a satisfactory 
proof of the established superiority of British discipline, experience, and 
valor; and demonstrates that the glorious progress of oUr arms is not the 
accidental result 'of a temporary or transient 'advantage, but the natural and 
certain effect of a permanent cause. 

From these reflections consolation is to be derived for the loss of those 
lamented and honored officers and soldiers who, animated by the gallant spirit 
of tlfcir general, and emulating the noble example of his zeal and courage, 
sacrificed their lives to the- honor and interests of their country. 

The,Governor General in Council greatly regrets the loss of Lieutenant 
Colonel Maxwell, of His Majesty’s 19th dragoons, who fell at the head of the 
British cavalry, bravely charging a large body of the enemy’s infantry. With 
the utmost concern His Excellency in Council records the names of the valu- 
able and excellent officers, who have fallen with glory at the battle of Assye, 
in achieving the complete defeat of the enemy, and in establishing the triumph 
of the British arms in the Dekan. Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell; Captains 
R. Boyle, H. Mackay, D. Aytone, A. Dyce, R. Macleod, and T.. Maxwell ; 
Captain Lieutenants' Steele and Fowler; Lieutenants Bonomi, Griffith, 
J. Campbell, J. M. Campbell, J. Grant, R. Neilson, L Campbell, M. Morris, 
and J. Douglas ; Lieutenants Brown, Mavor, Perrie, and Volunteer Tew. 

In testimony of the high honor acquired by the army under the 'personal 
command of Major General Wellesley, at the battle of Assye, the Governor 
General in Council is pleased to order that honorary colours, with a device 
properly suited to commemorate that splendid victory, be presented to the 
corps of cavalry and infantry employed on that glorious occasion. The names 
of the brave officers and men w’hofell at the battle of Assye will be commemo- 
^ rated, together with the circumstances of the action, upon the public monu- 
ment to be erected at Fort William to the memory of those who have fallen in 
the public service during the present campaign. 

Q2 The 
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The honorary colours granted by these orders to His Majesty’s 19th regi- 
ment of dragoons, and to the 74th and 78th regiments of foot, are to" be used 
by those corps while they shall continue in India, or until His Majesty’s most 
gracious pleasure be signified through His Excellency the Commander in 
Chief. 

• His Excellency the most noble the Governor General, Captain General and 
Commander in Chief of all the land forces serving in the East Indies, is pleased 
to direct that these orders be publicly read to the troops under arms at every 
station of the land forces in the East Indies; and that the European officers 
do cause the same to be duly explained to the native officers and troops. 

By command of His Excellency 

The most noble the Governor General in Council, • 

L. HOOK, to the Govt. Mil T)e$t, 
By His E.xcellency the Captain General and 
Commander in Chief of the Land Forces, 

J. ARMSTR 9 NG, Actg. mi Sec. 


• Fori jyilliam, Noveiuhr 2, 1S03. 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a copy, has been this day received 
by His Excellency the most noble the Governor General, from His Excellency 
the Commander in Chief. 

To His Excellency the most noble 

MARQUIS WELLESLEY, 

Governor General, t^c. ^e. Cjff. 

My Lord, 


I have the honor to enclose, for )our Lordship’s information, correct returns 
of the ordnance, ammunition, &c. captured at this place. 

1 haW the honor to be. My Lord, * 

Your Lordship’s most faithful humble Servant, 


Head Su:trlos, Conp at Jgra, Octeher 23, 1803. 


(Signed) 


G. LAKE.* 
Return 
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Return of the Ordnance,' Ammunitiont ^c. captured at the Attack of 'the 
Enemfs Camp under the Walls of the Fort, and the ^own of Agra. 

* ' ‘ Camp, October 22, 1803. 

2, brass 16 pounders, . '* 

1 6 ditto 6 ditto, t f Mounted on field cairiages with limbers • 

7 .ditto 4 ditto,- . ^ complete. ' , 

1 ditto J ditto, j 

26 pieces oF different natures. 

' 26 tumbrils laden with' ammunition for the above. ■ » 

29 ammunition carriages ditto ditto. ' ' - 

t . ^ 

' REMARKS. 

The above ordnance appear to be perfectly ** serviceable,” excepting one brass four- 
pounder which is burst. . ' , « 

The whole of the pieces are of the same manufacture as those captured at Debli. 

(Signed) . J, HORSFORD, 

. Lieut. Col. commanding Artillery in ike Field, 

. ‘ ^ 

A TRUE COPr, 

(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Military Secretary,^ 
Returns of Ordnance, Ammunition, &c. captured in the Fort of Agra, 

Camp at Agra, October 22, 1803. 

BRASS GVXS. 

1 Large This is the famous piece known by the name of the Great Gun at 

Agra. It is said to be composed of many metals, including all thg 
precious ones. Iw ball measures 22 inches : such a one, if of cajf 


1 

iron, weighs 
^2 pounder.^This gun is 

nearly 1500 lbs. * •' 

> said to be of die same composition as the above one. 

1 

■ 20 ditto. 

- ^ 

1 

10 ditto. 

IRON CVNS. 

5 

ditto. 

1 32 pounder. 

1 

8 ditto. 

I 24 ditto. 

19 

6 ditto. 

1 18 ditto. 

— — 


- - 

.29 

Carried forxi'ard. 

3 Carried forxard. 


- 

5 pounder. 
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The following extracts of dispatches, received from Lieutenant Colonel 
Harcourt and Captain Morgan, are published for genera] information. i 

To Captain ARMSTRONG, 

- Acting MtUtary Secretary to His Excellency 

7he most noble the Governor General. 

Sir, * ^ 

I request you will have the goodness to report to His Excellency the most 
noble the Governor General that, in obedience to His Excellency's commands, 
I have proceeded to Ganjam, and have this morning assumed the command of 
the field force assembled under His Excellency’s orders. 

I find this force sufficiently supplied with every requisite to enable it td 
move immediately, and I shall, in consequence, proceed from hence tO" 
morrow. 

I expect in three marches to reach the Manickapatam River, which I trust 
I shall pass on the day of my arrivafj from thence it is two marches to Jagger- 
naut,' where, from the necessary arrangements that must take place, I shall be 
detained some days. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) GEO. HARCOURT, Lieut. Cot, 
/;j Camp at Eyaghee, September 1 1, 1803 


To Captain ARMSTRONG, 


Sir, 


feting Military Secretary to His Excellency 

^he most noble the Governor General, 


I am now within a short march of the 'village of Manickapatam, where I 
am told five thousand infantry and two thousand horse are stationed to 
* oppose my passage j but I am not ,led to expect any serious difiiculties in 

possessing 
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possessing myself to-morrow morning (or in the course of ^ this night) of 
that post. 

' I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) GEO. HARCOUR.T, JLieut, C 4 I. 
Camp at Meetacoahj Seplemhet 13, 18Q3. 


To Captain ARMSTRONG, 

Mttn^ Military Secretary to Hts Excellency ' 
The most noble the Governor General. 


Sir, 

I have the greatest satisfaction instating to jou, for the information of His 
Excellency the most noble the Governor General, that I shall not be 'de- 
tained at this place beyond to-morrow, when I shall move towards Jaggernaut*, 
having in two days passed a river not fordable, near a mile in breadth, with all 
the troops, camp equipage, stores, and cattle. See. &c.— I have also landed 
from the transport vessels two td-pounders, with their carriages, fee. 

If it had not been for uncommon exertions from all corps, each individual 
and each department generally, I could not possibly have so expeditiously 
effected this operation. ' 

1 hhall march to-morrow to Nursingapatam, and from thence, on the follow- 
ing day, to Jaggernaut. 

I have the satisfaction to acquaint you, for the information of His Eicel- 
lency the most noble the Governor General, that although I am encamped in 
the midst of a highly cultivated country, surrounded by villages^ whose inha- 
bitants have not deserted them, or who having, at the moment of our first 
taking posseSsipn'*’or this part of the provnnee of Cuttack, left their houses, 
are already'i'eturned to them, I have not received a single complaint. My 
bazar is supplied by the native inhabitants, and a degree of confidence and 
security ismianifested, and,'I trust from the measures I, have adopted, is com- 
pletely experienced and established, which leaves me no more reason to 
• 3 doubt 
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doubt the continuance of that confidence than I ha\e to doubt the continuance 
of the security. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) GEO. HARCOURT. Lieut, Col. 
Camp at I^anicLapatam^ September 16, 1803. 


In Camp at Jaggemauty September 18, 1803 ' 
Sir, ’ 

I beg you will be pleased to state to bis Excellency the most noble 
the'Governor General, that we have this day taken possession of the city of 
Jaggernaut. 

Upon application from the chief Bramins of the Pagoda, I have afforded 
them guards (of Hindoos), and a most satisfactory confidence is shewn by the 
Bramins, priests, and officers of the Pagoda, and by the inhabitants o£ 
Jaggernaut, both in their present situation, and the future protection of the 
British government. ^ 

From the general good conduct of the troops under my command, and 
from the strict attention which has been paid to my orders for preventing all 
interference with the inhabitants and natives, framed under the express 
injunctions of Ins Excellency the most noble the Governor General, not a 
single complaint has been made to me } though I have, by every practicable 
means, invited a direct communication of the least deviation from this im- 
portant duty. 

I humbly beg leave to congratulate his Excellency the most noble the 
Governor General on this important acquisition to the British possessions 
in India. 

And I have the honor to be, Sir, ' 

Your most obedient and humble Servant, 

GEO. HARCOURT, Lteut.Cd 

To Captain ARMSTRONG, 

Actg, Mil. Sec. (dc. (dc. Sdc, 

R 


Laul 



Latti Batig Fort, Cuttack, Oitoher 2 A, 1803. 


Sir, 

On the 24th ultimo, I marched with the force under my command from 
Jaggemaut to Ahmedpoor, and I did not reach my ground of encampment 
without great difficulty, owing to the extreme badness of the weather, the 
inundated state of the country, and the rise of the Nullahs crossing my line 
of march. 

My advanced guard, under the command of Captain Hutchinson of the 
20th Bengal regiment, was several times annoyed by the enemy, but from the 
able management of that officer, our loss was not severe ; it consisted in three 
men w’ounded, as appears in the enclosed general return.— The loss of the 
enemy, I understand, was considerable. 

The difficulties that impeded the march of the line detained the heavy guns 
and baggage for five days j when I proceeded to Beiipoorshuttumpoor, where 
1 was again detained by the badness of the road and weather until the 
Sd instant. 

Having thought it expedient to order a force in advance from BeirpooV 
shuttumpoor, I detached the acting field officer of the day, with orders to 
occupy a position near Muckundpoor, which service again fell to Captain 
Hutchinson: immediately on his leaving camp he discovered the enemy on 
his flanks in considerable force, both of horse and infantry j but he, notwith- 
standing much oppositionj most completely carried my orders into effect. I 
regret to state that his loss was not inconsiderable j it consisted in two killed 

being frequently exposed to a heavy discharge of grape from the six-pounder 
with Captain Hutchinson. • ‘ 

I cannot omit reporting to you> for his Excellency’s information, the 
conduct of Captain Hutchinson was most steady, able, and- highly me- 
ritorious. ' , 

^ On the night of the 4th, 1 moved towards Muckundpoor, when the advance 
under Lieutenant Colonel Clayton was again opposed by the enemy^ but from 
4 • a well 
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a well directed and a very destructive fire they were completely dispersed 
^\hilst our loss consisted of only one pioneer wounded. 

From Muckundpoor to the banks of the Kutjoory, we met with no opposition 
from the enemy, and my letters of the llth and following dajs completely 
detail my subsequent operations. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble Servant, 

(Signed) GEO. HARCOURT, 

Ueut, Colonel commanding in Cuttack, eng 
Military Secretary to Hts Excellency the 
most vohle the Governor General. 


R2 
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Excellency, and that I should deem his advice and assistance of the utmost 
importance on the most trying occasion. 

I ha\e the honor to be. Sir, 

' Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) THO. AlORGAN, 

Capt, Commanding the Detadment. 


On the 30th of September, Captain Morgan detached two companies of 
Sepoys, under the command of Lieutenant Slye, to the town of Soorong, about 
twenty miles to the southward of Balasore, for the purpose of dislodging a 
part of the enemy stationed near that place, and of opening a communication 
in the direction of Cuttack. On the 1st of October, Lieutenant Slye attacked 
and defeated a party of the enemy, which had been posted at a village a short 
distance from Soorong. The detachment under Lieutenant Slye, having been 
reinforced by another company from Balasore, took possession of Soorongon 
the Sd of October, without further opposition. 

On the 4th of October, a detachment of native infantry, with a detachment 
from His Excellency the Governor General’s body guard, under tlie command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson, which bad entered the province of Cuttack 
from Jelasore, arrived at Balasore, without opposition. 

On the loth, Colonel Fergusson proceeded towards Cuttack, at which place 
a part of his detachment had arrived on the 2d October. During the w hole of 
his march, Lieut, Colonel Fergusson received every assistance from the inha- 
bitants, who expressed the utmost satisfaction at the prospect of being reliev ed 
from the oppressions to which they were subjected by the Marhattas, and of 
being speedily placed under the protectfon of the British government. 


On the Cth of September, a detachment of British troops, under the com- 
mand of Lieut. Colonel P. Powell, crossed the Jumna, and entered the pro- 
vince of Bundelcund. 


4 
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On tlie 16th September, Lieut. Colonel Powell was joined by Raj^b 
Himmut Beliadur, with his forces, near Teroa. 

The united detachments reached the rhcr Cane on the 23d of September* 
The troops of Shumshere Behadur were* encamped on the opposite bank 
the river Jn considerable strength. 

Having reduced several forts in the vicinity of his camp, and having esta- 
blished the British authority in the territory lying between the Jumna and tUe 
Cane, Colonel Powell, accompanied by Himmut Behadur, crossed the latter 
river on the 10th of October. 

The following extract of a letter from Colonel Powell is published by con^- 
mand of His Excellency the most noble the Governor General in Council. 

To Lieutenant Colonel J. GERARD, 

Adjutant General^ Head farters' 

Sir, 

In my dispatch of yesterday His Excellency the Commander in Chief 
have been informed of my having crossed the Cane River, and of the commit* 
nicatron which immediately thereupon took place betwixt the Nawaub Shurn- 
shcre Bahadur and m) self. 

After the dispatch of my letter of yesterday, I received another intimati(>n 
from Shumshere’s Vakeel, informing me of his master’s being forced, by tpe 
persuasion of his Sirdars, to risk an engagement ivith the detachment under 
my command. , 

'Yths ■moTtmtg \ accorSm^y mahe ’'fne necessary arrangements lor meefu’g 
him. At half past ten o’clock the detachment, after a most fatiguing mar<^b 
of six hours over a very uneven country, came in sight of Shumshere’s arro>'» 
drawn out in line of battle upon this ground, and their camp all struck- 
Shumsherc’s. line covered a great extent, and as it was advantageously posfe*^# 
and they appeared advancing, I had every expectation of a general action. ^ 
advanced in columns ‘of battalions, within 1200 yards of the enemy; 
deployed into line with an intention of advancing in that form as far as th^ 
ground would permit ; but just as the line was formed, a gun of Rajah Hin*" 
mut Behadur's was fired, which was mistaken as a signal for opening 

S 2 guns. 



140 


guns, which Immediately commenced a cannonade. Aft^r five minutes firing, 
the guns were again limbered, in consequence of heavy ploughed fields, 
which rendered it Impossible to get them along by the drag ropes. When 
advanced five hundred yards more, our guns recommenced firing. Those of 
the enemy had till now continued playing upon our line with little or no 
effect, but soon after our guns opened the second time, those of Shumshere 
ceased firing, whereupon our guns were again limbered, and the whole line 
advanced as fast as possible, upon which Shumshere’s army began to retire; 
I therefore ordered Captain Webber with the squadron of cavalry and gal- 
loper with 500 of Rajah Himmut Behadur*s horse, to pursue the enemy, 
which they did for three miles, and got within reach of firing upon them with 
the galloper, which opened upon a body of 1500 horse with great effect, 
when they continued to retreat at too great a speed for their pursuers to come 
up with them, whose horses from being twelve hours saddled were com- 
pletely jaded. 

Our loss, as far as I have learnt, does not exceed eight or ten natives killed 
and wounded j but amongst the casualties I am sorry to inform you, that 
Captain Farley Smith 3$ included ; be was killed by the first cannon shot from 
the enemy. 

At two o’clock P. M. I encamped on the spot where Shumshere’s camp 
stood, and it is my intention to pursue him to-morrow morning to the place 
where I understand he is gone. 

I have further to desire you will report to his Excellency, that the behaviour 
of the whole of the detachment during this day, was such as to merit my 
entire approbation. The following are the articles taken from the enemy 
'^'woma’h gunsj'iwotutrioffjs w'tfn ammuriiuon,lourleen "horses, and ten gun 
bullocks. 

'ITie Rajah has had seventeen men, and sixteen horses, killed and wounded. 
The loss of the enemy I have not yet ascettained. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your roost obedient Servant, 

(Signed) G. POWELL, 

-LMwr. Col Commaft^mg at Smdekmi. 

Cowip til Ctipsah, Octobtr 15 , lao". 


Accounts 
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Accounts have been since received, that Shumshere Bahadur has crossed 
the river Betwah, and evacuated the province of Bundelcund. 

Published by command of His Excellency 

The most noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. ta the Govt. 


Fort William, Novemler 13, 1803. 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a copy, has this day been 
received from His Excellency the Commander in Chief, by His Excellency 
the most noble the Governor General. 

Hrs ExcELtENcr the most noble 

MARQUIS WELLESLEY, 

Camp, four Mitee to the Westward of Cassowli), Nov. 1 , 1803. 

My Lord, 

I have the honour to inform your Excellency, that I marched from Agra 
on the 27th ultimo, in pursuit of the Mahratta force, which was composed of 
the brigades which had been detached from the Dekan in the early part of the 
campaign, and of a few battalions which had effected their escape from Delhi. 
I was the more anxious to defeat this corps from its being furnished with a 
numerous artillery. Owing to the detention the army met with from a 
heavy fall of rain, it was not until the 29th that it reached a camp to 
the westward of Futtipoor, From intelligence I received here of the rapid 
manner in which the Mahratta army was moving, 1 determined to‘ leave the 
heavy artillery, with a proper detachment of infantry for its protection, and 
to pursue the enemy by forced marches, in the hope of being able the more 
speedily to come up with him. On the Slst, the army encamped at a 
short distance from the ground which the enemy had quitted the same 
morning. Possessed of this intelligence, I resolved to make an effort to 
overtake him with all the cavalry of the army^ in the intention of delaying 

him 
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him by a light engagement, until the infantry should be able to come up. 
To this end the cavalry marched at twelve last night, and having performed a 
distance of more than forty miles in twenty-four hours, came up with the 
enemy this morning soon after day-break. From the sudden manner in 
which I came upon the enemy, I ventured to make an attack with the cavalry 
alone, supported by the mounted artillery, but findirjg him too advantageously 
posted to hope for complete success without too much risk, I drew the cavalry 
out of reach of cannon shot, and wailed the afrival of the infantry. Soon 
after their arfiv.il, I made a general attack upon the enemy’s position, the 
result of which I have the satisfaction of informing your Excellency has 
been a complete, though I sincerely lament to add, dear-bought victory. 
ITie enemy were totally defeated, with the loss of all their cannon, tum- 
brils, and baggage j but this important advantage has only been gained by 
the loss of many valuable officers, the principal of whom are, Major General 
Ware, Colonel Vandclcor, Afajor Griffiths, Major Campbell the deputy 
quarter-ma-ster-gencral, and my Aide de Camp Lieutenant Duval, who 
gloriously fell in this honorable contest. 

I have not been able to ascertain the exact account of our loss in killed 
and wounded, returns of which, with a detailed account of this important 
affiair, I sliall have the honor of transmitting to your Excellency by the first 
opportunity. 

I have the honor to be. My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient and humble Servant, 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 

By authentic .advices received from camp, it appears that the victory was 
most complete and glorious. All the enemy’s battalions arc cut up, or 
taken, and near seventy guns, their whole baggage, bazars, fire, arc in our 
possession. The Commander in Chief had two horses killed under him, and 
Major Lake U severely, but not dangerously wounded. 

Published by command of his Excellency 

The most noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 

GENERAL 
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GENERAL ORDERS. 

By His Exceliency the most noble the Governor General^ and Captain 
General of all the Land Forces serving in the Fast Indies. 

Fort WtUiam% Nove7nber 13 , 1803 . 

A royal salute and three vollies of musquetry to be fired at all the stations 
of the army, in honor of the glorious and important victoryiobtained on 
the 1 st of November," 1803, near Cassowly in Hindostan,^by.lhe ,^rmy 
under the personal command of his Excellency General Lake.rover a large 
body of the enemy’s regular infantry and cavalry, in \^hich the enemy 
were entirely defeated, ^^i^h the loss of all their guns, tumbrils, and 
baggage. . . ' , 

By command of His Excellency, 

J. ARMSTRONG, Jctg. Md, Sec. 


Fort tyilhaint November 15, 1803. 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a copy, has this day been 
received from His Excellency the Commander in Chief, by His Excel- 
lency tbe most noble the Governor General 


To His Excellency the most noble the 

MARQUIS WELLESLEY, 
<dc. ^c. 


My Lord, 


In my dispatch of yesterday's dale, I did myself the honor to state, for 
your lordship's information, some particulars of the march of rhc army, from 
Agra to the camp it now occupies, together with the general result of the 
action which took place yesterday. I now have the honor to send your 
Excellency a more detailed account of that affair. 

After a forced march of twenty-five miles, which was. performed by the 
cavalry in little more than six hours, I came up with the enemy, who 
appeared to be upon their retreat, and in such confusion, that I was tempt- 
ed to try the effect of an attack upon him with the cavalry alone By 

cutting 



cutting the embankment of a large reservoir of water, the enemy had rendered 
the road very difficult to pass, which caused a. considerable delay in the 
advance of the cavalry ; of this the enemy had availed himself to take an 
adv'antageous post, having his right upon a rivulet, which we had to cross, 
and his left upon the village of Laswareej the whole of his front was amply 
provided with artillery. I was prevented from discovering this change in the 
situation of the enemy by the quantity of dust which, when once clear of 
the watcr^ totally obscured him from our sight ; I therefore proceeded in 
the execution of my design, by which I hoped to prevent his retreat into 
the hills and secure his guns j directing the advanced guard, and first brigade 
commanded by Colonel Vandeleur, upon the point where I had observed the 
•enemy in motion, but which proved to be the left of his new position ; the 
remainder of the cavalry I ordered to attack in succession, as soon as they 
could form after passing the rivulet. 

The charge of the advanced guard, under Major Griffith, and that of the 
first brigade, led by Colonel Vandeleur, was made with much gallantry j the 
enemy’s line was forced, and the cavalry penetrated into the village j they still 
however continued to be exposed to a most galling fire of cannon and 
musquetry, which, as it was Impossible, under such circumstances, to form (he 
squadrons for a fresh attack, determined roe to withdraw them. The guns 
which had fallen into our hands could not be brought away from the want of 
bullocks. In this charge Colonel Vandeleur fell, mortally wounded j in him 
the service has lost a most valuable officer. 

The attacks of the other brigades were conducted with the same spirit, but, 
after t.nkjng several of the enemy’s guns, being still fired upon, nithout being 
able to disco\er the enemy, they retired in good order, retaining possession of 
a part of the artillcr)'. In the performance of this service, the 3d brigade, 
consisting of His Majesty’s 29lh regiment, and the 4th regiment of native 
cavalry, under the command of that meritorious officer Colonel Macan, met 
my entire approbation. 

^ The infantry, having marched at three A. M. arrived upon the banks bf the 
rivulet about eleven o'clock. After so long a march, it was absolutely neces- 
sary to allow some time for the men to refresh themsehesj during which the 
■ enemy 
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enemy sen] in to say that, if certain terms were allowed them, they were wil- 
ling to surrender their guns. Anxious to prevent the further effusion of blood, 
I directed a letter to be written, acquiescing in their proposals, and allowing 
them an hour^to decide j in the mean time the several columns for the attack 
were formed. The infantrj formed in tw'o columnsupon the left j the first, com- 
posedof the Tight wing under the command of Major General Ware, was destin- 
ed to gain the enem)’s right flank, which he had thrown back since the morn- 
ing, leaving a considerable space betw'een it and the rivulet, and to assault the 
village of Laswaree ; the second, composed of the left wdng, under Major 
General St. John, was to support the first column. The Sd brigade of ca\alry, 
tinder Colonel Macan, was to support the infantry j the 2d brigade, under 
Lieutenant Colonel Vandeleur, was detached to'the right, to be ready to take 
ad\antage of any confusion in the enemy’s line, and to attack him upon his 
retreat j the brigade under Colonel Gordon composed the reserve, and W’as 
formed "betw’een the 2d and 3d brigades.- As many of the field pieces as 
could be brought up, with the gallopers attached to the cavalrj, formed four 
different batteries. 

At the expiration of the time which I had allowed the enemy to decide, I 
ordered the infantry to advance; as soon as they became exposed to the 
enemy’s guns, the four batteries commenced their fire, and continued to 
advance, though opposed by a great superiority, both in number and weight 
of metal. 

When the 76th regiment, which headed the attack, had arrwed at the 
point from which 1 intended to make the charge, they w'cre so much exposed 
to the enemy’s fire, and losing men so fast, that I judged it preferable to pro- 
ceed to the attack with that regiment, and as many of the native infantry as 
had closed to the front, to losing time in waiting until the remainder -of the 
column should be able to form, the march of which had been retarded by 
impediments in the advance, 

As soon as this handful of heroes were arrived within reach of the enemy’s 
canister shot, n most tremendous fire was opened upon them. The loss they 
sustained wasxery se^ere, and sufficient alone to prevent a regular advance; 
at this moment the enem%’s cat airy attempted to charge, but were repulsed 
T In 
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by the fire of this gallant body j they however rallied at a short distance, and 
assumed so menacing a posture, that I thought it advisable to order them to 
be attacked by the cavalry : this service fell to the share of His Majesty’s 29th 
regiment, commanded by Captain Wade (Major Griffith having at that instant 
been unfortunately killed by a cannon shot), and was performed uith the 
greatest gallantry, and in a manner which entitles Captain Wade, and every 
officer and soldier in the regiment, to my warmest acknowledgments Tlic 
remainder of the first column of infantry arrived just in time to join in the 
attack of the enemy’s reserve, which was formed in the rear of his line, with 
Its left upon the village of Laswarec,a^d its right thrown back. 

About this time Major General Ware fell dead, his head being carried off 
by a cannon shot : he vvas a gallant officer, and one whose loss I deeply lament. 
On his death the command of this column devolved upon Colonel McDonald, 
who, though wounded, continued to acquit himself in this important command 
"very much to my satisfaction. 

The enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to the last, and it was not until he 
had lost his guns that he abandoned his post. Even then his left wing did not 
fly, but attempted to retreat in good order j in this however they were frus- 
trated by His Majesty’s 27th regiment, and the Cth regiment of native cavalry, 
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Vandelcur, who broke in upon the 
column, cut several to pieces, and drove the rest in prisoners, with the whole 
of the baggage- 

Severe as the loss has been which we have sustained in the achievement of 


this complete victory, that of the enemy has been far greater. With the 
exception of upw’aids of 2000 who have been taken prisoners (of which num- 
ber I have only detained the principal officers, amounting to forty-eight), I 
have reason to believe that very few escaped the general slaughter. 

It would be a violation of'^uT^^^ngs were I to close my dispatch without 
'bearing testimony to the' g.ilIdiW conduct of Major M'Leod and Captain 
Robertson, of His Majest^^'/^di-regiment, and of every officer and soldier of 

Major 
infiuitry, 

'In 


mar inesiimaoie c^^^^mstiiL-^ttack ot the village of Laswaree. 
Gregory too, at tb^|d> th'e'2d battalion mh re|iment of native 
m the same ^vic£rdlsjtajed a conduct highly meritorious.- 


m the same scjl 
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In the list of those officers who particulatly distinguished themsehes, t 
cannot omit the names of Lieutenant Wallace, of His Afajesty’s 27th regi- 
ment, who was entrusted with the command of a battery of gallopers ; noi 
that of Lieutenant Di\on, of the 6th regiment of native cavalry, who v.a? 
employed in the same service. 

The whole of my staff upon this, as upon e^cry former occasion, are entitled 
to a large share of praise, and to my warmest gratitude. The zeal which the) 
displa)ed upon this memorable day is too plainly proved by the enclosed 
returns of the killed and wounded. 1 have sustained a great loss by tlie death 
of Major Winiam Campbell, the deputy quarter-master-general, and by thaf 
of my ald-de*camp. Lieutenant Duval, of His Majesty*s 19th light dragoons* 
who was a young man of great promise. 

Herewith I have the honor to enclose returns of the ordnance and colour^ 
which were captured upon this occasion. 

I have the honor to be, Mt Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful and bumble Servant, 

(Signed) G, LAKE/ 

QuaUaSi Camp near LarKmeCt Katember 2, ISOS. 

P, S. In the hurry which I w rote my dispatch of } esterday’s date, I fear 1 
did not explain to your Lordship that the enemy’s corps which wc have 
defeated comprised the whole of the fifteen regular battalions which had been 
sent from the Dckan, under the command of Monsieur Dudernaige, and two 
hattaTions of the same description which had escaped From Delhi, 1 therefore 
have the satisfaction of congratulating )our Excellency upon the annihilation 
of the whole of the regular force in Scindlah’s service, commanded by French 
officers, 

(Signed) G. L. 


T 


Return 
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Lht of Officers killed in ibe Action of the First of November, 1803. 

Major General Charles Ware. 

GENERAL STAFF. 

Major William Campbell, deput)' quartcr-mastcr-gcncral— Lieutenant Duval, aid-de- 
camp 10 die commander in chief. 

HIS MAJESTY’S 8ih REGIMENT LIGHT DRAGOONS 
Colonel T. P. Vandcleur— Captain Story. 

HIS MiVJESTY’S egth REGIMENT LIGHT DRAGOONS 

Major Griffith— Comet ntzgerald— Qiiartcr Master PhiUey— Quarter Master R. 
M'Goughy. 

In REGIMENT NATH'E CAVALRY. 

Comet Coxvvell. 

HIS MAJESTY’S 7Cth REC!^rENT FOOT. , 

Lieutenant and Adjutant Meulh— Lieutenant Hurd, 

in BATTALION 15lh REGIMENT NATIVE INFANTRY. 

Lieutenant Lambert. 

Xdst of Officers 'wounded in ibe Action of the First of Nvoember, 1803, 

. GENERAL STAFF. 

Lieutenant Colonel Gerard, adjutant general— Maj’or G. A. F. Lake, secretary to the 
commander In chief— Captain J, Campbell, gram agent attached to head quarters— Lieu- 
tenant Ashhurst, commanding the escort with his Excellency the commander in chief. 

HIS MAJESTY’S 8* REGIMENT LIGHT DRAGOONS. 

Lieutenant Lyndon, since dead— Lieutenant Wellard. 

HIS MAJESTY’S 27iJ» REGIMENT LIGHT DRAGOONS. 

Captain White— Captain Mylne- Captain Sandjs— Lieutenant Gore, major of brigade. 

HIS .NLVJESTY'S Stub REGIMENT LIGHT DRAGOONS. 

Lieutenant HoUtcad, since dead— Captain Sloanc— Lieutenant Thome— Qiiartcr ARstcr 
Tallen. 

1« REGIMENT NATIVE CAVALRY. 

Lieutenant. Cornish, 

•nhREGLMENT NATIVE CAr.^LR^. 

Lieutenant Reid. 

Ctb RFC. u. 
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tfth nCCIMFKT NATIXTE CAVALRV. 

Comet Dij«.on. 

ms MAJESTY‘6 7CA RrClMENT fOOr. 

CaptaiH Robcrtsoii— LjcutcjJaJit Marston — Lieutenant VVjbmcr — Lieutenant Sindajr. 

Ut BATTAl IQN 12«K REGIMENT NATIVE INFANTRY. 

Ensign Dalton. 

fld BATTALION 12ih REGIMENT NATIVE INFANFRY. 

Major Gregorj'— Captain Flctclicr— Lieutenant Rjan. , 

' lit BATTALION laih REGIMENT NATIVE INFANTRY. 

Colonel Macdonald. 

Sd BATTALION I6th REGIMENT NATIVE INFANTRY. 

Lieutenant Colonel White— Ensign G. Deane Hpathcote. 

(Signed) J. GERARD, Adjutant General 

Report of the Oi dnance, captuxd at L<is:eaieeon (he \st Normber, ISOJ, 


CtmftZ4nrarft, Zitfit^nUrt 1W3 


iJtmhtr >/ 
Ctai 


J!imari/, 



Bn» 18 pounder C3rr«ade. 




Ditto 1C ditto ditto. 

1 tmiervicrahlc. 



BiUo 6 pouuderv 

4 ODsuviceahW. 

It 


Ditto 4 ditto 



Ditto 3 ditto 

1 ansrrvicrxhlt. 



Ditto si ditto. 

I ditto 



Iron 16 ditto. 

I ditto. 



Ditto 3| ditto nUopert. 

Ditto 1^ ditto otta 







BruM 8 Inch mortan. 




Brass 8 inch howitrer. 




Ditto C ditto ditia 




Ditto 5, 8 ditto diHo 


t 8 

u 

Ditto 5, 4 ditto ditto. 

Ditto 5, 3 ditto ditto. 


12 


*71 Pieces of cannon of diOerent calibres* 

64' Tumbrils complete,, faden with ammunition, and 44 stand of colours. 

Ditto ditto blown_ up'on the field of battle, the number not ascertained. 

The whole of the above-mentioned ordnance appear serviceable, with the exception of 
those mentiorfed in the remarks. 


The 







15X 


The iron guns are of European maiiufaciure. The brass guns, raoitars, and howitzers have 
been cast Inlndia, one Dutch sK-poundcr excepted. The dimensions are in general those of 
die French. The mortars and howitzers arc furnished with derating screws made, by a 
simple and ingenious adjustment, to pvc either of them the double capacity of mortar and 
howitzer.* The ammunition is made up in the same manner as that taken at Delhi. 

57 Carts or hackrees laden with matchlocks, musquets, and stores, also twelve amficers 
carts. 

(Signed) J. GERARD, ^djt. Genl. ^ 

(Signed) J. ROBINSON, Captain conig. the Arty, 

Published by command of his Excellency 

The most noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sett, to the Govt. 


Fort William, Noigynher ip, J803. 

ADVICES have been this day received by His Excellency the most noble 
the Governor General, from the resident at Hyderabad, under date the 6th 
instant, stating that intelligence had been received by his highness the Soobah- 
dar of the Dekan, of the surrender of the city of Boorhanpore, to the forces 
under the command of Colonel Stephenson, on the l6th of October; and of 
the capitulation of the important fortress of Asscer Ghur on the 2lst,to Colo- 
nel Stephenson. 

The garrison of Asseerghur are prisoners of war. , 

The official accounts of these important successes have not yet been 
received from the honorable Major General Wellesley. 

Published by command of His Excellency 

The most noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec, to the Govt, 


GENERAL 
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GENERAL ORDERS, 

By His Excellency the most noble the Governor General. 

Tort U'lUiam, Koitmbo 19, 1803 

A royal salute to be fired from the ramparts of Fort William, at sun>set, in 
honor of the surrender of the city of Boorhanpore, to the forces under the 
command of Colonel Stephenson, on the 16 th of October, and of the 
capitulation of the important fortress of AsscerGhur, on the 2ist of October, 
to Colonel Stephenson. The garrison of Asseer Ghur arc prisoners of war. 

By command of His Excellency, 

J. ARMSTRONG. 

dieting Military Secretary . 


Fort William, No^tmhei 30, 1803 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a copy, has been this day 
received, by His Excellency the most noble the Governor General, from 
the Honorable Major General Wellesley. 


Campf Ntnmher Gy 1803 


Lord, 

I now proceed to give your Excellency a detailed account of Colonel 
Stephenson’s operations against Asscer Ghur 
On the 16th October, he advanced to ASseer Ghur, and encamped three 
miles south of th^ fort. The remains of the enemy’s infantry had fled 
towards the Nerbuddah on the preceding day, in the state in which I 
, reported them to IjcJ'^in my letter oPlhe'sHh October* , and Colonel Ste- 
venson therefore determined to attack Asseer Ghur, 

On ihe^JSlh he reconnoitred the fort, attended by a -squadron of cavalry, 
anu^h^ native picquets of the infantry, and having seen a favourable 


* Not rtceiTcd 


■opportunity, 
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opportunity, attacked the Pettah and carried it, and made a lodgement 
within one hundred and fifty yards of the lower wall of the fort. In the 
evening he reinforced the troops in the Pettah, by a battalion. 

On the 19th, all the preparations were made for cariying on the siege, 
and two batteries were ready to open at two o'clock in the afternoon of the 
20th i one to breach tlie upper wall, and another, of four brass twelve- 
pounders, to destroy the defences of the low'cr v^alI. 

On the 18th, Colonel Stesenson bad sent a Rag of truce to the Killedar to 
summon him to surrender the fort, to which message he did not receive a 
decided answer. The communication was continued ; but Colonel Steven- 
son did not relax his operations against the fort, as there was reason to believe 
that the negotiation was carried on only to give time to Dowdut Rao Scin- 
diah to come to its relief. Before opening his batteries, Colonel Stevenson 
apprized the Killedar of the terms on which he should surrender the fort ; 
which were, that the garrison should march out with their private property, 
and be allowed to go where they might think proper, and that their arrears 
should be paid to the amount of tw'cnty thousand rupees. 

After the batteries had opened about an hour, a white flag was shewn from 
the walls of the fort, which was the signal which had been agreed upon in case 
the terms should be accepted ; hostages were sent down, and an engagement 
made, that the fort should be delivered up on the following morning. It 
was accordingly evacuated; the garrison caTried'ofT their 'property in secu- 
rity, and received the sum agreed to be paid to them. 

Colonel Stevenson mentions, in high terms, the conduct of the officers and 
troops under his command ; and I cannot omit to take this opportunity of 
expressing to your Excellenc)' my sense of the merits of Colonel Stevenson, ' 
and of the body of troops under his command. Upon every occasion I have 
received from the Colonel the most cordial and zealous assistance; and tlie 
troops under his command are in the highest state of discipline and order, and 
fit for any service in which they can be employed. 

On the 16th, nine officers, four serjeants, and one matross, formerly in the 
scrv'icc of Dovviut Rao Scindiah,' delivered themselves up to Colonel Ste- 
venson, under jour Excellency's proclamation of the 29th August. 

U 
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I have the honor to enclose a list of their names, and a copy_ of the order 
issued by Colonel Stevenson to provide for their subsistence. Lieutenant . 
Stuart also delivered himself up at P<^nah in the end of the last month. 1 
have called for accounts of the regulated pay and allowances which those 
persons received in the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, which I shall hereatter 
have the honor of transmitting to your Excellency, 

I have the honor to enclose a return of the killed and wounded of the 
troops, under the command of Colonel Stevenson, during the operations against 
Asseer-Ghur. Hereafter I shall have the honor of transmitting returns of the 
ordnance, stores, grain, and other property captured in that fort, 

1 have the honor to be. My Lord, 

With the greatest respect. 

Your Excellency’s most obedient, 

And faithful humble Servant, 

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 
Rts ZxcelUney the Governor General. 

Jtetwm of Killed, Wounded, andMissing, tn the Corps composing the Suhsxdiary Fori.e at 
the Stege of Jsseer-Gkur 
TIRST BATTALION «* REGIMENT. 

1 Rank and file killed —1 ’Drummer— 4 Rank and file wounded. 

DETACHMENT CORPS OF PIONEERS 
1 Puckally killed— 1 Pioneer wounded. 

(Signed) J. COLEBROOKE, 

Depty Adjt, GenU Subsidiary Force. 
Camp, thee Miles South of Asseer-Ghuf , October 26, ig03. 


Foil 


155 


Hollo/ opea)i5 m Ihe Sei'vtci oj Dcfiohil Rao Scindiah, uho haxe surrendersd tkan~ 
sehes to Colonel James Vteienson 


Names 

Rank 

CoUKTET 

John Tames Dupon, 

Captain, 

Holland 

John Mercief, 

Captain Lieutenant, 

France 

A!e\ander Mars, 

Ensign, 

England 

John Berdard, 

Ensign, 

Portugal 

Jookeen Caumbra, 

Ensign, J 

Portugal 

John Padroos, 

Ensign, 

Portugal 

Francis Carooile, ’ 

Ensign, 

Portugal 

Manuel Joaza, 

Ensign, 

Portugal. 

Jonza Castoo, 

Ensign, 

Portugal 

Anthony Dalmard, 

Serjeant, 

Portugal. 

Joseph lloman. 

Serjeant, 

Portugal 

Joseph Anthony, 

Serjeant, 

Portugal. 

John Animaral, 

Name not ascertained, ) 

Maiross, 

Ranks as Serjeant, 

Portugal 


(Signed) J. COLEBROOJCE, 

Dipnty J^iitant General Subsidtaiy Force 

Camp at Doorhanpoor., October ICj 1803. 


E>.tract from G. O. by Colonel fames Sieojensottt commanding the 
Subsidiary Force, 

The European officers and serjeants, who have this day been received from 
the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and all Europeans who may in future 
come in from the service of that chief, or any power confederated with him, 
are to be under the charge of the deputy adjutant.gcneral, and who will draw 
pay for them agreeable to rates which will be hereafter determined, 

A true extract, 

(Signed) J COLEBROOKE, 

/ Depty, Adjt, Cenl. Stihy, Force, 

Caynp at Boorhanpoo), IgM October, 1803 

Publislied by command of His Excellency 

The most noble the Governor General in Council, 

, J. LUMSDEN, Chtef Sec, to the Govt. 

U 2 
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I'ort Wtlliam, Noxtinher 30, 1803. 
THE following extracts from dispatches, which have been received by His 
Excellency the most noble the Governor General, from His Excellency the 
Commander in Chief, and from the Honorable Major General Wellesley, are 
published for general information. 


To His Excellency the most noble 


My Lord, 


MARQUIS WELLESLEY, 

Governor General, l£c. fsfr. i^e. 


In the return of ordnance, 8zc. captured from the enemy in the action of 
the 1 st instant, 1 omitted to mention to your Lordship that I had obtained 
upwards of sixteen hundred bullocks, several elephants, and horses, and a very 
large number of camels. 

Waggons have likewise been taken, containing a very great quantity of 
arms, besides the muskets, matchlocks, &c. thrown down on the field of 
battle, which amount to upwards of five thousand. 

One damaged piece of ordnance has been found in a well, into which it had 
been thrown by the enemy, which completes the return to seventy-two pieces 
of cannon. 


I have the honour to be. My Lord, 

.Your Lordship^s most faithful and humble Servant, 

^ ' (Signed) G. LAKE. 

Jlead 2uai‘ie)e, Camp, near Guso-chj/, Nbv. % 1803. 


To His Excellency the most noble 

MARQUIS WELLESLEY, 

. Governor General, i^c, 

My Lord, 

Jan Khan Moalcmmed*oad-Dowlah arrived in my camp a few days ago, 

' ' sent' 
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sent by the king of Delhi, with a Khelaut to me, and with congratulations on 
the late important victory of Laswaree. 

Anxious to receive this public testimony of satisfaction at the success of the 
British arms, and His Majesty*s private mark of favor, with every demonstration 
of respect and honor, I ordered a tent to be pitched without the precincts of 
my camp, for the reception of the ambassador, and proceeded thither yester- 
day morning, attended by my staff, and accompanied by a large escort of 
cavalry. 

1 , 1 received His Majesty’s congratulations, and the dress which he did me the 
honor to send me, with the necessary form and ceremony. 

Having returned ray public acknowledgments to His Majesty, and testified 
the high sense I entertained of the honor conferred on me, I returned to my 
camp, highly gratified by the evident marks of pleasure and satisfaction which 
I perceived In His Majesty’s ambassador, and in every Mussulman who was a 
spectator of the ceremony. 

I have the honor to be. My Lori>, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful and humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head QuaUtrs, Camp, Pahisser, No-.enihcr 17, 1803. 


His excellency the GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

, Camp, 30 Miles North from Aunmgabad, October lo, 1803. 

Mt Lord, 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I have received from 
Captain O’Donnell, of the 1st regiment of cavalry, in which he gives a de- 
tailed account of an affair of no very great importance, but in which he and 
the detachment of troops under his command appear to have conducted them- 
seUes in an exemplary manner. 

I likewise enclose the copy of an order, which I have issued to the troops 
under my command upon this occasion. 


The 
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The parly which aUacked CapUin O'Donnell are a banditti, v,hich infest 
the frontiers of His Highness the Soubab of the Dekan, and that of His High- 
ness the Peislnvah; and are formidable from their numbers and boldness. It 
does not appear that they belong to any particular chief, although it is said 
that they belong to the late Killedar of Ahmednuggur, but I have reason to 
believe tliat this person discharged all his troops, and that he joined Doulut 
Uao Scindiah in camp. 

As there is no established autliority, or even an acknowledged boundary on 
any part of the frontier, and the killedars and other officers on both sides ha\ e 
been in the habit of carrying on private wars against each other, I am in- 
duced to believe that they have encouraged this banditti for the purposes of 
their own wars. While I was on the frontier, of course their operations ceased i 
but they have now recommenced them, and I suspect tliat they are too strong 
for their former employers. 

I have the honour to be, Mr Lord, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient. 

And faithful humble Servant, 

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

Ws Excellency the Governor General. 


To Captaik BARCLAY,- 

Befuty Adjutant General of Mysore^ lAc, 

Aw, 

I have to request you will acquaint the Honorable Major General Wellesley 
with my return to this station, accompanied by Lieutenant Bryant and Morgan, 
nnd the dciathmcnt of the 1 st battalion 12 th regiment native infantry, as also 
the circumstances which obliged os to adopt this plan. On the morning of 
the 27th ultimo, as the detachment approached the mud fort of Kurjet, about 
twcnty*t\vocos3 to S.S.E.of this place, wc perceived a body of Peons drawn up 
.1 little to the left of the place, I immediately ordered a Jemadar and tw elve 

Sepoys 
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Sepoys to conduct the followers and baggage (lien up under the walls of the fort, 
and with the remainder I advanced to reconnoitre, and learn w ho they belonged 
to. As)Ue advanced they continued to retire. On ascending a small rising 
ground, I was much surprised at discovering a large body of horse draw n up in 
the bed of a Nullah, and^iot more than seven hundred jards in front of the 
ground wdneh our little party then occupied. In this situation, I was under the 
necessity of returning to the fort. While marching back, the horse made two 
efforts to get between us and the place, but failed in both, and suffered some 
loss in the attempt. It was some time before 1 could'gct admittance into the 
fort; on entering, 1 ordered Lieutenant. Morgan, with tnenty-five Sepoys, to 
take post at the principal gateway, and accompanied by Lieutenant Bryant, 
and the remainder of the Sepoys, I proceeded to examine the size and state 
of the place. We had not proceeded more than half way round, when we 
were obliged to return to the assistance of the parly left at the gate. I had 
just joined Mr. Morgan, and formed the whole of the Sepoys, when about three 
hundred of the cnemy^s infantry entered at differenl parts of the fort, and 
advanced wdthin one hundred jards of us j they kept up a galling fire upon our 
people for about half an hour, killed one Sepoy, and wounded two more. Our 
situation at this time was extremely precarious, w’ithout some immediate step 
was taken to oblige the enemy to leave the place. We could spare but fifty 
mcn to oppose three hundred, without giving up the gate, through which the 
whole of their cavalry might attack us in rear. Howeser, w’ith this little 
party we sallied out on them, and pursued them from street to street until we 
drove them entirely out of the place. Their loss must have been very consi- 
derable j they left tw’cnty-five men killed behind them, mostly Arabs. About 
tw o hours after this they entered the fort a second time, more in numbers, and 
we again drove them out with great loss on their side. From the great extent 
of the place, and its being accessible at so many different places, even for 
cavalry, I found it utterly impossible to keep them out j add to this, our 
ammunition was nearly expended. The villagers w'ould render no assistance, 
on the contrary, encouraged the enemy to come in, and gave them every infor- 
mation regarding our situation. During the night of the 27th, I employed the 

whole 
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whole of the followers of every description in barrlcadoing the different streets 
leading to the post we had taken up, procured water for the people to serve 
them during the day, and acquainted Captain Graham, at Ahmednuggur, with 
our situation. 

About seven o’clock in the morning of the 28th I learned that a large party 
had taken post in the second killedar’s house, though the day before he posi- 
tively refused to admit a small party of Sepoys, even to procure a little water, 
which we were much distressed for the want of. About eight, I could 
plainly see from the works over the gate that the place was crowded with 
both horse and foot, and that they were preparing to attack- At ten, they 
opened a heavy fire of musketry on us, from tops of the principal houses in 
the fort, and continued this for the space of two hours without being able to 
hurt any of our people : gaining confidence from our silence, they advanced on 
us from all the places accessible around. By this time I had sixty brave fel- 
lows ready to receive them, which they did in the most gallant manner, and 
in return attacked them and drove them from ever)' part of the fort ; took 
their standard, killed one of the sirdars, and about fifty of the men. Tliis 
was the last time they attempted to disturb us, and wc remained this and the 
whole of the next day perfectly quiet. The cavalry, to the amount of ten or 
twelve hundred, still continued to hover about the place. Captain Lucas, 
with three companies of tbs 2d battalion 3d regiment, arrived on the morning 
of the 30th, and relieved us from our disagreeable situatfon. 

I feci it a duly, which I most cheerfully fulfil, in reporting to you, Sir, the 
cordial and able assistance I received during this short but active service from 
Lieutenants Bryant and Morgan, and I in part attribute to their gallant exer- 
tions the saving of our little detachment 'from total destruction. The Sepoys 
in general I have reason to be pleased with their conduct, as also of that 
part of the native officers belonging to the 1st battalion 12th regiment native 
infantry. ' 

Allow me novv,^Sir, to entertain-the pleasing hope that our little exertions 
on the present .d^asio'n niay meet, with ihe^ approbation of the Honourable 
General Wcllcsley» • ' 


Herewith 
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Herewith I beg leave to enclose a return of killed, wounded, and missing 
I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your obedient and humble Servant, 

(Signed) H. O’DONNELL, 

Captain 1st Regiment of Cavalry. 


Ahmedm(ggu)\ Oclobert 3, 1803. 

(True Copy) (Signed) F. BARCLAY, 

Depty, Adjt. General Mysore. 


Extract from General Orders^ by the Honorable Major General Wellesley ^ 
dated Camp at Binkenholey, lotb Octobert 1803. 

Alajor General Wellesley has received a report from Captain O'Donnell of 
the 1 st regiment of cavalry, from which it appears, that being on his march from 
Ahmednuggurto join the division of the armyunderthe command ofMajorGene- 
ral Campbell, with a company of the 1st battalion 12th regiment under Lieute- 
nant Morgan, and the supernumerary native non-commissioned officers, here- 
tofore belonging to corps in camp, and lately drafted into the extra battalions, 
he was attacked by a body of horse and of peons, of such numbers as to in- 
duce Captain O'Donnell to think ft necessary to take post in the village of 
Corjet Caraygaum. 

Here the attack w’as renewed upon this party with additional violence, and 
Captain O’Donnell finding that his post w'as a bad one, and at all events too 
large for his party, barrlcadoed, and otherwise strengthened such parts of it as 
he was of opinion he could defend. He there remained with his small party 
without throwing away his ammunition, excepting when he could do it with 
effect in judicious sallies, in three of which he killed a number of the enemy, 
far exceeding that of bis party, which remained in security till it was relieved 
from Ahmednuggur, at the distance of above forty miles. 

Major General Wellesley returns bis thanks to Captain O'Donnell, and 
Lieutenant Bryant of the 1st regiment of cavalry, and to Lieutenant Morgan 

X and 
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and the company of the 1 st baltaUon l2th regiment, under his command, for 
their conduct upon this occasion. 

He has'been particular in detailing the circumstances of this affair in Gene- 
•ral Orders, in order 4liat all officers may know the advantage which, with a 
small party of men, they may lake even of the most ruinous village, to protect 
themselves and the parties of troops under their command. 

To the division of the army under his command, it was scarcely necessary 
for Major General Wellesley to point out, that a small body of infantry, that 
keeps its order and reserves its fire, has but little to fear from cavalry. But in 
case any officer in charge of a party should be obliged, from circumstances, to 
take post, he sees, in the example set by Captain O’Donnell, the advantages he 
can take of the numerous fortified \i)lages in this country, and the credit he 
can gain, and the service he can render, by thus defending himself. 

Major General Wellesley will not fail to report to the commander in chief 
his sense of the conduct of Captain O’Donnell and of the party under his. 
command. 

A true extract, 

(Signed) P. BARCLAY, 

Dtpy. jidjt. GenU Mysort. 


His excellency the GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Cttntp at Cheese Katr, 2, 1803. 

My Lord, 

After I had sent off my dispatch to }our Excellency of the 24th of 
October, I. received authentic accounts that the Rajah of Berar had passed 
through th^hills which form the boundary of Candeish, and had moved to- 
wards the river Godavery. I therefore ascended the Adjuntee Ghaut on the 
25th, and continued my march to the Southward on the 26th, and passed 
Aurungabad on the 29 th* ^ 

The Rajah had advanced gradually to the eastward, and was at Lakee- 
gaun, about twenty miles north from Puttun, when 1 arrived at Aurungabadj 

and 
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same time some of them were within musket shot, I then opened my guns 
which’ stopped their approach } they at this time moved round, as if to gain the 
rear, where the Brinjarees were. This movement obliged me to detach a 
party to cover them, and having previously posted a company on the hill on 
my rear, my line became very small. To prevent their knowing my exact 
strength, I drew up the Mysore horses in our line. They came on repeat- 
edly, as if to charge, but were always stopped by our guns. They continued 
to rocket us till dark, when they retired. I am sorry to add that one hundred of 
the Gram bullocks were carried and some Brinjaree bullocks (perhaps one 
hnndred) while at grass. I have the honor to enclose a list of the killed and 
wounded. 

(Signed) THOS. BAYNES, 

Capt, Comdg. a Detachment. 


List of Casualties in the Attack bp the Marbatta Horse, October 31, j 803.' 


His majesty’s 78 regiment one private wounded. 

2d battalion Rfadras artillery one sepoy do. 

2 d ditto of 2d regiment native infoniiy duec do. do. 

2 d ditto of 3 d do ...r................. one do. do. 

2 d ditto of 5 th do. one do. do. 


Total-r*one private” of the 78 th regiment, and five Sepoys, wounded. 


Mysore Cavalry, •woutsJed, killed, and missing, 

Wtnmdcd. KJUi Misung. 

Men 13 0 

Horse 5 12 


(Signed) 
True Copjc5, 


THO. Baynes, 

_ Capt. Cemdg. a Detachment. 


(Signed) R. BARCLAY, 

Deputy Adjutant General. 


Published by command of Ilis Excellency 

The most noble the Governor General in CouncD, 


J. LUMSDEN, 

Chief Sec. (0 the Government. 

Fore 
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rort WilUanh Deccmher 1803 . 

HIS Excellency the most noble the Governor General has this day received 
from the Honorable Major General Wellesley a dispatch, dated Jaum, No- 
vember 11 , 1803, communicating the intelligence that a Vakeel had been 
sent to Major General Wellesley, by Dowlut Rao Scindiah, to treat for 
peace, and had arrived in Major General Wellesley’s camp. 

The name of this Vakeel, who is a pereon of high family, is Jeswunt Rao 
Goorpara, and he is the nephew of the late MorariRao of Gooty. The usual 
visits of ceremony had taken place, and the first conference had been 
held between Major General Wellesley and the Vakeel of Dotvlut Rao 
Scindiah, on the subject of peace. 

Published by command of His Excellency 

The most noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, 

Chttf Sec, tc the Gcvt. 


FortJVilham, December 14, 1803. 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is an extract, has been this day 
received by His Excellency the most noble the Governor General, from the 

Camp, Ferdapoi e, October 24, 1803 

My Lord, ^ ^ 

1 have the pleasure to inform your Excellency, that Colonel Stevenson 
took possession of the city of Boorhanpoor, without opposition, on the I6th 
instant j he marched to Asseer-Ghur on the I7th, took possession of the 
Pettahon the I8th, Opened a battery against the fort on the 20lh, and ob- 
tained possession ^of it on the morning of the 2lst. I have not yet received a 
detailed accou^nt of the manner in which Colonel Stevenson obtained possession 

of 
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of thfs important fortress, or' wliether he sustained any loss in the attack of the 
Fettah on the I8ih, or of the fort. 

2. After I had arrived at Pooimery, about sixteen miles north from Aumn- 
gahad, I found that the enemy did not advance to the southw ard, as I had been 
informed they first intended; and in the night of the 13th I received aparticu- 
lar account of the disposition of their troops, baggage, &c. which convinced 
me that they intended to interrupt Colonel Stevenson’s operations at Asseer- 
Ghur. 

3. I therefore marched on the 16 th to the northward, and descended the 
Ghaut on the 19th, Scindiah had moved to the northward, but he halted as 
soon as he found f had returned; and he was yesterday at Aboon on the 
Taptee. The Rajah of Berar has separated from him, and, it is said, has gone 
towards Chandore. I suspect that the report has been circulated with a view 
to draw me to the southward again ; but, as Colonel Stevenson has got pos- 
session of Asseer-Ghur, and is fully equal to any thing that can be sent against 
him,it is my intention to reascend the Ghaut immediately. 

i. Sixteen officers and seijeants belonging to the Campoos have joined 
Colonel Stevenson, under your Excellency’s proclamation of the 29th of 
August. I will hereafter send a list of their names, and an account of the pay 
each is to receive. The infantry retired towards the Nerbudda, when Colonel 
Stevenson approached Boorhanpoor, and, by all accounts, it is completely 
destroyed and disorganized. It is Impossible to form it into coi ps again, and 
it is not probable that it will ever be of any service to Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

5. I have directed Colonel Stevenson to leave a garrison in Asseer-Ghur, and 
to deliver the districts depending upon that fortress to the charge of the ser- 
vants of the Soobab of the Dekan. Your Excellency will observe that this is- 
the last of the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah in the Dekan ; and the 
operations of the troops will now be directed against those of the Rajah of 
Berar. 

1 have the honor to be. My Loan, 

With the greatest respect. Your Excellency’s 
Most obedient and faithful humble Servant, 
ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

' 'The 
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from Lieutenant Colonel Powell. Many of the inhabitants, who had quitted 
their habitations on the approach of the British troops, returned to the tov/n 
immediately after the surrender of the fort to Colonel Powell 

Published by command of 

His Excellency the most noble 

The Goverpjr General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEiV, 

Chief Sec, to the Govt 
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APPENDIX E. 

Itdum of theOrdnai ccy yimmunilion, end Colours, taUn/rom ffie JCnefny/rom the fith <f until 

the isltf^Co'omhcr, 1S03, according to the Officiat Returns uhtch hare teen recened tj/ the Gtnenior 
General 
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N B The ordnance enumerated in thi« returo’’ n cxclume of the ordnance captured at Delhi, Fero^eabad, 
Ahmednuggur, Jalnanoor, Baroach, Powanuhnr, Cuttack( Boorhanpoor, and AsseerGhur, of which the ofEcial 
returns haic not jet been'rtccncd at Fort "W illiam 
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Fot IVilliam, Deceynber 25, i803. 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a copy, has been this day 
received by His Excellency the most nobl6 the Governor General, from the 
Honorable Major General Wellesley. 

Camjj at Paital^^ November 30, 1803. 

My Lord, 


Having found that the Rajah of Berar was moving towards his own terri- 
tories, that the body of troops he had with him was but small, and decreasing 
in numbers daily, and not likely to do much mischief to the territories of the 
Soubah of the Decan, I descended the Ghauts by Rajoora on the ( ) in 

order to support and cover Colonel Stevenson’s operations against Gawilghur 
in Berar. 

Colonel Stevenson had equipped his corps at Asseer*Ghur for the siege of 
that fort, and had marched to Ballapore, where he was joined on the 24th by 
the Brinjarries, and other supplies which had been saved from the enemy by 
Captain Baynes’s ^ affair at Amber j and he marched forward on the 
26th 

Your Excellency has been informed that on the S4d I had consented to a 
suspension of hostilities with the troops of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, in this 
quarter and Guzaerat. The condition on which this agreement depended, viz. 
that Scindiah should occupy a position twenty coss to the east of Elichpour, 
had not been carried into execution; and Scindiah was encamped at Sersooly 
about four miles from the camp of Munnoo Bappoo% which was at this place. 
The army of the former consisted only of cavalry; that of the latter w’as 
cavalr)' ; a great part, if not the whole of Ragojee Bhooslah’s regular infantry , 
and a large proportion of artillery. 

In the course of the 28th, the Vakeels from Dowlut Rao Scindiah urgently 
pressed me not to attack these troops; but I informed them repeatedly that 
there was no suspension of arms with Ragojee Bhooslah ; and none with 


* Brother (o the Itijal* of Berar, 


Y2 


Scindiah 
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Scindiah till he should comply with the terms of his agreement; and that 
I should certainly attack the enemies of the Company wherever I should 
find them. 

Colonel Stephenson's division and mine both marched to this place yester- 
day ; the colonel having with great prudence and propriety halted on the 
28th at Hattee Andorah, to enable me to co-operate in the attack of the 
enemy. We found, on our arrival, that the armies of both chiefs had de- 
camped; and I could perceive, from a tower in Parterly, a confused mass, 
about two miles beyond Sersooly and Scindiah’s old camp, which I concluded 
to be their armies in march. 

The troops had marched a great distance on a very hot day, and therefore I 
did not think it proper to pursue them; but, shortly after our arrival here, 
bodies of horse appeared in our front, with which the Mysore horse skirmished 
during a part of the day , and when I went out to push forward the picquets 
of the infantry, to support the Mysore cavalry, and to take up the ground of our 
encampment, I could perceive distinctly a long line of infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery, regularly drawn up on the plains of Argaum, immediately in front of 
that village, and about six miles from this place, at which I intended to en- 
camp. 

Although late in the day, I immediately determined to attack this army: 
accordingly, I marched on in one column, the British cavalry leading, in a 
direction nearly parallel to that of the enemy’s line, covering the rear and left 
by the Mogul and Mysore cavalry. 

The enemy’s infantry and guns were in the left of their centre, with a body 
of cavalry on their left. Scindiah’s army, consisting of one very heavy body of 
cavalry, was in the right, having upon its right a body of Pindarics and other 
light troops. Their line extended above five miles, having in their rear the 
village and extensive gardens'and enclosures of Argaum, and in their front a 
plain, which however w'as much^^ut by water courses, 8cc. &:c. 

I formed the army In two lines, the infantry in the first, the cavalry in the 
second, and supporting the right, and the Mogul and Mjsore caValry the left, 
nearly parallel to that ©r the enemy; with the right rather advanced to press 
upon the enemy’s left. Some little time elapsed before the lines could be 
^ 3 formed. 
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formed, owing to part of the infantry of my division which led the column 
having got into some confusion. When formed, the whole advanced in the 
greatest orderj the 74th and 78th xegiments were attached by a large body 
(supposed to be Persians), and all ^these were destroyed. Scindiah’s cavalry 
charged the 1st battalion 6th regiment, which wms on the left of our line, and 
were repulsed; and the whole line retired in disorder before our troops, leaving 
in our hands thirty-eight pieces of cannon, and all their ammunition. 

The British cavalry then pursued them for several miles, and destroyed great 
numbers, and took many elephants and camels, and much baggage. The 
Mogul and Mysore cavalry also pursued the fugitives, and did them great 
mischief. Some of the latter are still , following them; and I have sent out 
this morning all the Mysore, Mogul, and Marhatta cavalry, in order to secure 
as many advantages from this victory as can be gained, and complete the 
enemy’s confusion. 

For the reasons stated in the commencement of this letter, the action did not 
begin till late in the day, and, unfortunately, sufficient day-light did not remain 
to do all that I could have wished ; but the cavalry continued their pursuit by 
moonlight, and all the troops were under arms till a late hour in the night. 

I have the honor to enclose a return of our loss in this action* The troops 
conducted themselves with their usual bravery. The 74th and 76th regiments 
had a particular opportunity of distinguishing themselves,’ and have desen’ed 
mid received my thanks. I am also much indebted to Colonel Stevenson for 
the advice and assistance I received from him ; to the Honorable Lieu- 
tenant Colonel St. Leger for the manner in which he led on the British cavalry j 
and to Lieutenant Colonels Wallace, Adams {who commanded Lieut. Col. 
Harness’s brigade, the latter being absent on account of severe indisposition) 5 
Hahburton, Macleane, Fogson, and Major Huddlestone, who commanded 
brigades of cavalry and infantry ; to Major Campbell, commanding the 94lh 
Regiment; to Captain Beauman, commanding the artillery, with the division 
under my immediate command ; to Captain Burke, commanding the artillery, 
with the subsidiar}' force ; and to the officers of the staff, with my division, and 
belonging to the subsidiary force. 

I have also to inform your Excellency that the Mogul cavalry, under Solabuc 
. ' . Khan 
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Khan and the Mysore cavalry, under Bistnapah Pundit, distinguished them- 
selves. The former took a standard from Scindiah’s troops. 

XheMarhatta cavalry were not engaged, as the person s\ho went to them 
with orders missed his road. Amrut Rao was not in the action, as he had 
encamped some distance in my rear on the 28th, and he could not march the 
whole distance to Parterly yesterday morning; but he sent for orders as soon 
as he he.ird that I intended to attack the enemy. 

I propose to march to-morrow towards Gawil-Ghur, and I shall lose no time 
in attacking that place. 

I have the honor to be, Atv Lord, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient 

And faithful humble Servant, 

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY, 


Rfturn of the Killed, Wounded, and Missing, oj the troops under the Com~ 
mand of Major General the honorable Wellesley, on the 

2gtb November 1803, in the Action, on the Plains of Argaum, tvith the 
Vnited armies of Doivlut Rao Scindiab, and the Rajah of Berar, com- 
manded by the Mabaraje, and Mttnnoo Bafpoo, Brother to the Rajah 
of Berar. 

The Troops composing the Honorable Major General Welleslev’s 
Division of the Army. 

Jl. iV. \9ih Lt Dragoons—-\Vo\iT\iei 1 quarier master anti 5 privates. 

JI. C.^thJiri^. Kaf. Caial;y.—Ki}]ed 1 trooper, j officer’s and i regimental horse— 
Wounded 1 trooper, 1 horse— Missing 6 horses. 

)!. C. 5th Jiegt N'al. Crfufl/ry.— Killed 1 hone. 

Jf. C. 'IthtHtgl, Nat. C< 2 w//y.— Killed 3 hones— Wounded horses— Missing I trooper, 
.”3 hor'Ct 

y... — Killctl 2 Lascars— Wounded I corporal, 1 gunner, 4 matrosses, 11 gun 

) b'cari 


II. M 
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11. M. IMh Killed 1 scrjeant, 3 rank and file— Wounded I lieutenant 5 serjeants, 

I drummer and 41 rank and file. 

H. il/. 78/A;^«'^A--Killed I serjcant and 8 privates— Wounded 2 serjeams, 5 corporals, 
and 31 privates. 

\st Bati 2d, Regt. Nat, Killed I drummer, 1 sepoy 'recruit— Wounded 3 

' naiks, 9 sepoys — ^Missing 1 sepoy recruit. 

}st Bat. Sd Regt. Nai.Ififantty.^KiMeil 5 sepoys— Wounded J lieutenant, 2sub3dars, I je- 
midar, 1 havlldar, 3 naiks, l drummer, 23 sepoys. 

U/ Bat. Ath. Begt. Nat, Ivfaixtry , — Killed 1 Iiasildar, 2 sepoys— Wounded I quarter- 
master seijeant, I naik, 23 sepoys. 

1 st £at. SfA Btg. Nat. /jt/inUty.— Wounded 2 drummers 1 sepoy- Missing I sepoy. 

1st Bat. lOt/i. Regt. Nat. .Tri/iwi/ry.— Killed l jemidar, I havildar, 2 rank and file— 
Wounded 1 subidar, 3 rank and file— Missing l rank and file. 

2d Bat, I2th Regt. Nat. In/anUy.^^Mcii 3 sepoys— Wounded I captain, 1 havildar, 
and 7 sepoys. ^ 

Q/Acers it’ownrferf.— Captain J. M. Vernon, 2 d bat. 12th nat. infantry.— Lieut. Langlands, 
H. M. 7 Uh regt. and Lieut. A Turner, 1 st bat. 3d reg. native infantry. 

TheofScer’s horse killed, belonging to Lieut, J. J, Meredith, 4th regiment native cavalry. 


I'he droops composing the Subsidiary Force of His Highness the 
Soubah of the Hekan, 

Zd Regt. Nat. Killed l farrier, 3 horses— Wounded 1 seijeant-major, I havildar, 

1 nark, 5 troopers, and 3 horses. 

Qth Regt. Nat. CburZ/y.— Killed 9 horses— Wounded 1 lieutenant, 1 naik, 3 troopers, 1 
officer’s and 2 regimental horses— Missing 2 horses 

jdi Killed I horse— Wounded 2 captains, I gunner, 2 mairosscs, and I first tindal. 

N. Regt.— ‘Killed 2 rank and file— Wounded 3 lieutenants, 1 scrjeant, l drum- 

mer, 32 rank and file — Missing 2 rank and file. 

2d Bat, 2d Regt. Nat. JrifantTy.— Kitted l havildar, 4 sepoys— Wounded 2 naiks, 13 
scpojs. 

is; Bat. 6th Regt. Nat. /ir/on/iy.— Wounded 1 puckally. 

2d Rat.Tth Regt, Nat. Infautry.—~‘\Voonied 1 havildar, 1 naik. 


2d Bat, 
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QdBat. 9/A RegU Nat. Infantry —Killed 3 5ep<^— Wounded l havildar, 8 wpoys. 

Ast Sat. nth Regi. Nat. Killed 1 sepoy— Wounded 10 sepoys— Missing l 

sepoy. 

2d Rat. 11 Regt. Nat. Infantry,— ‘Woxmdd 10 sepoys. 

Oncers •wounded.— Qs.'ptam'i Burke and PalryAple of the artillery.— trleutenant Bamby, 
6ih regiment cavalry.— Lieutenants James Donald, John Robertson, and Frederick 
Campbell, of His Majesty’s 94th regiment. 

Officers' horses Captain Burkes— Wounded Brigade Major Conway’s. 


A 



abstract cf the Killed, fVbunded, and Misting, 
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(Signed)^ B. BARCLAY, Dept, ^djt, Gen. Mysore, 
Published by coinniand of His Excellency 

The most noble the Govemor General in Council, 

J. ' LUMSDEN, Chef Sec. to the Govt, 


Bxtract 













in 


E.\ir^ct ^ a Letter from the Governor in Council at Bombay to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors of the East India Company^ dated 
Dec. 31, 1803. 

WE ha^e not receucd any advices from the Honorahie Genera! Welfesiey 
of a later date than the 5th instant, nor are we in possession of intelligence of 
the operations of the army under his command of a date subsequent-to his 
report to us of the victory obtained on the plains of Argaum, on the 29th 
ultimo, as per duplicate, now forwarded, with our address, to the Honorable 
Court of the 12th December* : nor has any private intelligence reached from 
the same quarter for these twenty da)s past, at which period the siege of the 
hill fort of Gyaul Ghur was about to be entered on. 

• N. B NcnhcT the addrcaa of tUis dale, nor the duplicate aljovc mentioned, Iiaa been 
received at tbc India House. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE PLAN 

' or TBt 

BATTLE .OF LASSWARY ; 

Fought November 1, 1603. 

Behvecn the Grand Arm\), commanded by Ilis Excellency General 
Lalie J^ommander in Chief in India, and a Division of the Army of 
Dowlut Row ScindiahyConsisting of Seventeen Battalions of Mons. 
Perr^i s Regular Infantry, famounting to 8 or 9000 Men ; 3ooo 
Mahratia Cavalry, and seventy-two Pieces of Cannon; in which the 
Enemy were totally defeated, with the loss of all their Artillery,* 
Camp~Eqiiipagc, Colours, Stores, Arms, Amnumition, ^c. Cs’e. 


REFERENCES. 


Pint Position of the Encmr, ^TJlen attacked by the Br itbh Cavalry on the Morning of 
•^e 1st November, The Right upon the Village of Lasswary, their Left extending to the 
fortified Village of Mohaulpoor, witli 72 Pieces of Cannon, arranged 'in’ Divisions in front 
of the Centre and Flanks. 

Becond Posifion of the Enemy at Neon drawn up in two Lines, with their Guns in 
Front. Ihe Enemy took up this Position on the arrival of tlie British Infantry. . r 

Disposition of the British Cavalry (with two Batteries of their Galloper Guns advanced, 
and covered each by a Squadron, K. 1. W K. 2-) in order to divide the Enemy’s attention 
in Front, and to attack them as soon as the Column of British Infantry should turn their Flank. 

Tldrd Position of the Enemy, in discovering tlie Movement of the Columns of British 
Infantry to turn their Flank. 

Route of the Columns of Infantry led by H. M, 7Gth Regiment to turn the Enemy's 
Right Flank, but not being able to turn it, advanced upon their Lines C C C, which they 
broke and routed, taking their Guns, fee. &c. The British Infantry then drove the Enemy 

off, towards a small Mosque In the rear of the Village, about which the Enemy 

were met and charged by the British C3\alry in various Directions /. m. n. 0 ...red lines. 

H M. 29th Light Dragoons who advanced and charged the Enemy’s Cavalry at S on the 
on the Left Flank of the Column of British Infantry. 

A Column of the Enemy's Baggage, Infantry, &c. &c going off, but turned by the 
Charge of the British Ca\alry, I.rn ti 0 . 

Shows the Enemy completely broken and routed in various Directions Two Thousand 
of the Enemy finding it impossible to succeed in their attempt tp escape, threw down their 
Arms and surrendered themselves Prisoners, with Baggage and every thing belonging.to the 
Enemy’s Camp. ^ 

Encampment of the British Army after the Action. Left of the Line of Infantry at 
Lasswary; Right at Impury, orSengrah, with the Cavalry thrown back on theRight towards 
the Nullah’, and facing the Hills A Battahon of Infantry left In charge of the Prisoners 
of "VVar, who were all collected at the Village of Sajepoorah. 




ESTIMATED STRENGTH OF SCINDIAH’S REGULAR INFANTRY, 

Under ihc Gcnaal Command of Mans. Penon, at Jlie Commencement of the Month oj June, 1803 . 

(Taken from the Official Dispatches of tlic Commander in Chief ) 









EXPLANATION OF THE PLAN 


or rne 

BATTLE OF »ASSYE; 

^ Fought September 23, 1803. 

Between a Division of the British Army, under the Command of Major 
General the Honourable A. Jf'elleslcy, and the Combined Armies of 
Dawlut Eao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar. 


-REFERENCES. 


Oreen denotes the Enem/s Troops. Flags, their Line of Encampment, and first 
Position, when the British appeared at A. 

' A. British Troops marching to attack the Enemy’s Infantry and Guns posted on their 
Left._ 

D. Pirst Position of Brit'ish and Enemy’s Troops'. Hie Enemy took up this Position, 
when they discovered General "Wellesley’s intention of attacking their Left at X. C. Second 
Position of Briush Infantry on the Enemy’s retreating to D. 

E. Charge of tlie Enemy’s Cavalry on the Right of British Infantry. P. Charge of 
British Cavalry on the Enemy’s left Cavalry and Infantry. 1. 2. 3. Bodies of Horse be- 
longing to the Peshwali and the Rajah of Mysore formed to check the Enemy’s Cavalry. 

G. The march of General Wellesley to attack a body of the Enemy, who had recoverW 
some of their Gims, and turned them upon the rear of the British Line. General Wellesley ’ 
came near I. with the 78th Repmtot, just as the Cavalry had formed; and took the 7th 
Regiment Native Cavalry with him; a very heavy lire was kept up from the Enemy’s Guns, 
and the General had his Horse killed under htm, 

H. The last Position of the 78th and 7th Native Cavalry when the Enemy moved ofi^ ' 
leaving the British Troops in Possesrion of all their Artillery, Camp Equipage, Stores, 
&c.8cc. Tlus vras the cud of the Engagement. ' 



EXPLANATION OP THE PLAN 


BA TTLE OW JDELIIB 


references 

. < 

A A The iirst Position of the Britisli Line of Infiintry or Encampment, with their 
Cavalry cm tbejr Right 

" P Grand Guard m the Momtng 
H M 76tli Regiment right 
1st Battalion 4th Native Infantry next 
2d Battalion 12th Native Infantry 
2d Battalion 15th Native Infantry 
1st Battalion 15th Native Inlantry 
2d Battalion 2d Native Infantry 
1st Battalion I4th Nauve Infantry 
1st Battalion 2d Native Infantry 

B The first Movement of tire Cavalry from Position A i 

C The first Formation of the British Line, of Infantry, after advancing from the 
Right of* Battalions in open Columns of Companies from Position A * 

D D The Second“Position of the Bntish Cavalry on the arrival of the Line of In- 
fantry at C C 

H The 1st Battalion, 2nd Regiment of Native Infantry thrown out from the Village 
tto cover the left of the Line with K Four Guns under Colonel Horsford 
1 E The first Position of the Enemy * 

^ G The second formation of the British Troops after they had advanced in Ime from 
jPosition C C and charged and drove the Enemy from their Guns ^ - 

f S S s s s s The Route and Jast Position of the TJntish Line of Infantry, "having put 
ito flight the whole of the Enemy, and obtained entire possession of the Field with all their 
Guns, &c &c , ^ * 

I Q Q Scatter'd Guns and Tumbrils left on the Field by the Enemy » 

‘ M A Part) of British Cavalry* with Gallopers, who pul to flight a Body of the Enemy’s 

Troops that had retired to this Village r 

N A Party of TJritisli Cavalry detadied with their Gallopers, who Eept in cheefe the 
,Seik Cavalry from charging the Right Flank, and Rear of the British Troops 

O A Village with a Corn field, surrcAinded By a high Wall and deep Ditch on the 
ri|ht of It 


1 



